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Lesson 164 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 494 – Peter and John in Prison  
 
Memory Verse: John 20:31 “But these have been written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have 
life in His name.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Acts 4:1-31 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 6 The Persecution 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 115 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Obeying God Rather than Man 
 
Key Theme: Submission to human authority unless it directly contradicts God and 
the Bible 
 
There are many instances where the Bible describes a system in which authority 
is designated. The authority of the husband over the wife and of the parents 
over children are examples. The reason for submission to this authority does 
not lie with the authority figure but is due to the biblical command and one’s 
relationship to God. “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right 
(Ephesians 6:1).” Notice it does not say “for they are right.” 
 
Government is another  institution that derives its authority from a biblical 
mandate. Romans 13:1 states, “Every person is to be in subjection to the 
governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those 
which exist are established by God.” Romans 13 goes on to explain that 
resistance to authority opposes God’s will. It also states that those who show 
good behavior should have nothing to fear from government. Romans 13:1-7 is 
one of the key passages on the relationship of the Christian to government and 
should be read for further understanding of this subject. 
 
Romans 13 describes the ideal situation. As we all know, sometimes real life 
doesn’t always fit the ideal situation. Today’s lesson describes such a situation. 
Peter and John were arrested for preaching about Jesus in the temple. The next 
day, the rulers of the temple admonished them not to preach about Jesus. Acts 
4:19-20 shows a proper response to an authority asking them to do something 
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in contradiction to God’s will. They simply question whether it is right for them 
to heed what the authorities had commanded as opposed to what God 
commanded. They indicate that they must obey God rather than human 
authority. Note that they do not try to convince the authority that it is wrong. 
They do not tell the authority that it cannot do what it has said it would do. 
They simply state that they must obey God. 
 
The book of Daniel provides other examples of interacting with an authority 
that acts contrary to God’s commands. In the first chapter, Daniel and his 
friends pursue legal means to avoid eating forbidden food. Later, Daniel’s 
friends refuse to bow to the idol. Note that they do not try to escape the 
consequences of their actions but simply obey God rather than man. 
 
The apostle Paul gives another example of Christians dealing with human 
authority. The concept he demonstrates is asserting one’s legal rights. It is not 
unbiblical to claim the legal protection that human authority offers. During 
Paul’s trials, he exerciseds his right to “appeal to Caesar” as a Roman citizen. 
 
So, when possible, we are to obey human authority, for it is an institute 
established by God. However, when that authority acts in direct opposition to 
God’s commandment, it is clear that we are to obey God, regardless of the 
consequences. 
 


