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Lesson 161 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 488 – Jesus’ Last Meeting with His Disciples  
 
Memory Verse: I Corinthians 15:4 “…and that He was buried, and that He 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Mark 16:15-19; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:1-14 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 6 The Ascension 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 110-111 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
A bandage made by wrapping a finger or hand in newspaper and then taping it 
so that the whole thing will slip off easily. The lesson is to illustrate what John 
saw when he looked into Christ’s tomb the first Easter (John 20:8). 
 
You remember that the Bible says that when Peter and John went to Christ’s 
tomb that first Easter, one look was enough to convince them that the Lord was 
risen. I want to show you why that look was so convincing. If I were to wrap my 
finger in adhesive tape and then wanted to take the tape off, what would I have 
to do? Of course, I would have to unwrap it because it would not slip off. When 
a person died in Bible times, they wrapped the entire body in strips of cloth, just 
like I wrapped this other finger; and the Lord’s body was wrapped that way after 
the crucifixion. If anyone had stolen Christ’s body from the tomb (as some 
unbelievers say), they would not have taken the time to unwrap it but would 
have stolen it wrappings and all. But when John looked into the tomb, he saw 
the wrappings and knew instantly that the Lord’s body had not merely been 
stolen. 
 
He did not just see the wrappings lying in a heap, however. They were there just 
as if they were still wrapped around the body. It was like this (hold up the 
prepared bandage which will be shaped like your finger or hand). Yards and 
yards of cloth were not strung out all over the tomb. Charles Ryrie, Easy Object 
Lessons, p. 55. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Appearances of the Resurrected Christ 
 
Key Theme: Analysis of those who were visited by the resurrected Christ. 
 
Many people saw the resurrected body of Jesus. The first person to view Christ 
was Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9). Next, He appeared to the group of women 
who were coming to anoint his body with spices (Matthew 28:9-10). This initial 
appearance to women was counter to Jewish law and custom. In Jewish courts 
of law, women were not considered valid witnesses. By the custom of the day, it 
is exceptional that women were included in the eyewitness accounts, let alone to 
be the first to see Him. 
 
Christ was seen by Peter on multiple occasions. Two disciples were visited by 
Jesus on the Emmaus Road (Luke 24:13-35). Ten disciples without Thomas 
were addressed by Jesus (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23). Later, Thomas was 
present, and all eleven disciples were visited by Jesus (John 20:24-31). At the 
Sea of Tiberias, Jesus appeared to seven disciples while they were fishing (John 
21). The disciples were present before Christ at the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-18). Jesus’ last appearance before His disciples 
was at His ascension (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:4-8). 
 
The resurrection of Jesus is not an event that was invented by a few apostles. It 
was confirmed by hundreds. He appeared to over five hundred believers at one 
time as noted in I Corinthians 15:6. Paul indicated that some of those people 
were still alive at the writing of the letter to the Corinthians. Don’t take Paul’s 
word, go ask those who saw. 
 
The appearances of Christ to others were all different. He showed Himself to 
women and men. He appeared at different times of the day—morning, 
afternoon, and evening. He appeared to a single individual; he appeared to 
groups as small as two to as large as five hundred plus. Responses to the 
resurrected Christ were varied from scared to disbelief to adulation. Jesus could 
be physically seen, touched, and heard. He could communicate. He ate and 
drank. He appeared and disappeared. Some of the time He was recognized, and 
on other occasions He was not recognized. The appearances are noted over a 
period of forty days. Lastly, He ascended. 
 
The response of those who were hostile to Christ is telling. In Matthew  
28:11-15, the Roman soldiers went to the High Priest with the events of the 
resurrection. The religious powers decided the best way to manage the situation 
was to bribe the soldiers and offer them protection. There were too many 
people involved to offer a counter conspiracy. No one attempted to refute or 
argue the resurrection. The guards had allowed an “alleged” dead man to 
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escape. The soldiers knew their lives were in danger because of what had 
transpired.  
 
The secular, Jewish historian Josephus even comments on Jesus. The writings 
are very controversial; but Josephus does recognize the crucifixion, death, 
burial, and “appeared to them on the third day restored to life.” He notes that 
Christians existed to the day of his writings (published in a.d. 77 or 78).  
 
Last, there is the life of Saul of Tarsus. He hated Christians. Saul asked for 
permission to jail Christians. He was a murderer, interrogator, and a 
persecutor. That all changed on the way to Damascus. There Saul encountered 
the resurrected Christ (I Corinthians 15:8, Acts 9:3-22). From that point, he 
would become the apostle Paul, messenger to the Gentiles. 
 


