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Lesson 159 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 480 – The Watchers at the Tomb 
Page 482 -  Jesus Rises from the Dead  
 
Memory Verse: Matthew 28:6a “He is not here, for He has risen, just as He 
said….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 27:55-56; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:31-42 
        Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 5 The Burial and Resurrection 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 106-107 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Tommy was riding with his mom in their car. They were on the way to see 
Tommy’s grandfather. He was in the hospital, and Tommy’s dad was already at 
the hospital visiting Grandpa. It was a long drive to the small town in Kansas 
where Grandpa lived. Although Tommy’s mother had her cell phone with her, it 
would be several hours before they reached a town where the cell phone would 
get a signal and they could talk with Tommy’s dad again. Just after they left 
home, Tommy’s mother had called Dad. But they had lost the cell phone signal 
before Dad could tell them about Grandpa. Now it would be several hours 
before they would know how Grandpa was doing. Tommy and his mother both 
wondered how Grandpa was doing. Tommy’s mom told him to watch the signal 
bars on the cell phone and to call Dad and ask about Grandpa as soon as he saw 
that the cell phone had a signal. It seemed like forever; but finally, they were 
near the little town where Grandpa was in the hospital, and Tommy said to his 
mom, “The cell phone has a signal. Can I call?” Tommy pushed the button to 
speed dial Dad. Dad answered the phone and said that Grandpa was doing 
much better, not to worry. They had to wait a long time to get the good news. 
During that time, they really wondered if Grandpa would be okay. 
 
After Jesus was crucified, His followers were sure that His death meant the end 
to all they believed. But after the long wait from Friday night until Sunday 
morning, they found out that Jesus was no longer dead. He had risen. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: The Resurrection 
 
Key Theme: Without the resurrection of Jesus, Christianity could not exist. 
 

I Corinthians 15:17 “and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
worthless; you are still in your sins.” 

 
How was the nation of Israel to judge men who made claims about future 
events, men who would be prophets? 
 

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 “ ‘But the prophet who speaks a word 
presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or 
which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. You may 
say in your heart, “How will we know the word which the Lord has not 
spoken?” When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does 
not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not 
spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid 
of him.’ ” 

 
Jesus made claims about His resurrection. 
 

Matthew 16:21 “From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He 
must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.” 
 
Matthew 17:22-23 “And while they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus 
said to them, ‘The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of 
men; and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day.’ And they 
were deeply grieved.” 
 
Matthew 20:17-19 “As Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, He took the 
twelve [disciples] aside by themselves, and on the way He said to them, 
‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered 
to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and 
will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify [Him], 
and on the third day He will be raised up.’ ” 
 
Luke 18:31 “Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘Behold, we 
are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which are written through the 
prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. For He will be handed 
over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, and 
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after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will 
rise again.’ ” 

 
Now, how do we know if something is true? Eyewitnesses. And the more 
eyewitnesses there are to corroborate the story, the more proof of the veracity 
of the claim.  
 

I Corinthians 15:3-8 “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures,  and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that 
He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom 
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared 
to me also.” 

 
What Jesus said about His resurrection was true. Eyewitnesses corroborated 
the fact of His resurrection. If Jesus had not risen from the dead, He would 
have been shown to be a liar, a false prophet.  
 
But Jesus was not alone in His prophecy of His own resurrection. An example 
of an Old Testament prophecy is: 
 

Psalm 16:9-10 “Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh 
also will dwell securely. For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will 
You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.” 

 
Theologians like to use the term typology for certain events in the Bible. We 
could also think of such events as God’s object lessons. For example:  
 

Leviticus 14:4-7 “…then the priest shall give orders to take two live clean 
birds and cedar wood and a scarlet string and hyssop for the one who is to be 
cleansed. The priest shall also give orders to slay the one bird in an 
earthenware vessel over running water. [As for] the live bird, he shall take it 
together with the cedar wood and the scarlet string and the hyssop, and shall 
dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was slain over the 
running water. He shall then sprinkle seven times the one who is to be 
cleansed from the leprosy and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the 
live bird go free over the open field.” 
 

In this passage, the two birds represent the Messiah as being slain for our sins 
and then released from death—an object lesson predicting the death and 
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resurrection of the Messiah. Another object lesson (type) would be Aaron’s rod 
that budded (Numbers 17:1-11). 
 
There are a number of reasons that Jesus was resurrected from the grave— 
 
Jesus is God and could not remain in the grave. 
 

Acts 2:24 “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of 
death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.” 

 
In II Samuel 7, God uses His prophet Nathan to deliver to King David what we 
call the Davidic Covenant. In verse 13, the promise is given, “…I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever.” Jesus is able to fulfill this promise because 
He still lives. He is on the throne in heaven and will return to establish His 
throne on earth.  
 

Luke 1:30-33 “The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have 
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 
father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His 
kingdom will have no end.’ ” 

 
The resurrected Jesus offers us the expectation of the resurrection of all 
believers. 
 

I Thessalonians 4:13-18 “But we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the 
rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this 
we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain 
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of [the] archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with 
the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 

 
“Because Christ is raised, our Christian faith is sure, the ultimate victory of 
Christ is certain, and our Christian faith is completely justified.” Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, Major Bible Themes. 


