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Lesson 154 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 467 – Jesus’ Enemies Come with Questions 
Page 468 – Jesus’ Last Hours in the Temple  
 
Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 6:5 “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 22:15-23:39; Mark 12:13-40; Luke 20:20-47 
 Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4; John 12:20-36 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 90-02 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Approval of Men Vs. Approval of God 
 
Key Theme: Responsibility to God does not preclude civil responsibility, as long as 
civil requirements do not counter divine requirements. 
 
Avoid confusion of responsibility to God with responsibility to civil authority 
that sovereignty allows. 
 
When the Pharisees and Herodians tried to trap Jesus into making statements 
for which the civil authorities would have reason to charge Jesus, they got a 
couple of lessons on which they were not planning. They were seeking to entrap 
Jesus to put Him at odds with the Romans; instead, He gave them a lesson in 
respect for God and a lesson in civil responsibility.  
 
The lesson of respect for God, and Himself, was subtle, but pointed. He asks 
them why they are testing Him. They try to flatter Him and say that He is not 
partial, hoping that He will be tricked into saying something that will put Him 
in jeopardy with Rome. Instead, He puts the responsibility back on them to 
judge properly the respect they pay to the appropriate authority. Their trick 
failed, and they then had to deal with facing their responsibility to God and the 
Romans. 
 
The response of Jesus also is a preview of the doctrine presented by Paul in 
Romans 13. Paul exhorts respect and submission to civil authority even if that 
civil authority is not what one likes. Civil authorities are within the permissive 
will of God, and therefore, explicitly or implicitly, ordained by God. This does 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

not presume that God necessarily approves of the activity or policy of a 
particular civil government. It does assume that God ordains the institution of 
civil government and expects obedience to lawful requirements of that entity. 
God’s law is always higher, and civil authority is not to cause its citizens to 
disobey His law. But when requirements fall within the limits of authority set by 
God, obedience to those requirements is expected and proper. 
 


