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Lesson 152 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 465 – The Parable of the Two Sons 
Page 465 – The Parable of the Wicked Farmers  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 5:29b “…‘We must obey God rather than men.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 21:28-32; Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 89 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Sally lived by a park where there were several softball fields. She did not have a 
glove, ball, or bat, so she would just watch from the bleachers as the other girls 
played. A coach saw her there day after day. He asked her if she would like to 
play. She said, “Yes, but I don’t have a glove or bat.” The next day the coach 
walked up to Sally and handed her a new glove, ball, and bat. “Will you play on 
my team?” the coach asked Sally. “Yes, yes, yes,” shouted Sally. “Thank you so 
much.” 
 
Because the coach showed Sally love by giving her what she needed to play 
softball, Sally listened and followed every instruction the coach gave. Sally was 
so thankful, she did not want to disappoint the coach. In the same way, we 
should be obedient to God because of the gracious gifts He has given us. As 
Christians, we desire to keep God’s commandments. How could we not after all 
He has done for us? 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Obedience 
 
Key Theme: The Christian’s obedience to God is evidence of our love for Him and 
is motivated by thankfulness for what He has done for us. 
 
These parables provide extreme examples of disobedience and how severely 
God deals with those who openly reject and disobey Him. They depict how 
Israel, for example, has had fulfillment of its promises and blessings delayed 
until after the Church Age. The religious rulers of Jesus’ time were so 
consumed by their man-made rules they were not able to see how Jesus Christ 
fulfilled the prophecies of the Messiah. 
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While God is patient and long-suffering with His children who do not obey 
Him, we should not mistake this for God ignoring disobedience or not caring 
about our disobedience. It is, in fact, a sign of God’s grace. God is patient in 
order to give us time to respond correctly. It is an act of grace—just like the 
first parable where the son initially said he would not obey and later chose to 
obey his father (II Peter 3:8-9). 
 
While the two stories in today’s lesson demonstrate the severe consequences of 
disobedience for the unbeliever, how the believer and God relate regarding 
obedience is quite different. For the believer, obedience to God’s 
commandments is evidence of the believer’s love for God. I John 5:2b-3 is very 
clear saying, “…when we love God and observe His commandments. For this is 
the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are 
not burdensome.” The apostle John first learned this truth directly from Jesus 
(John 14:15, 23-24) and reaffirms it again in II John 6. 
 
While obedience to God’s commandments is evidence of our love for God, our 
gratitude for what God has done for us motivates us. In Colossians 2: 6-7, the 
apostle Paul links an exhortation for the Colossians to “walk in Him” 
(obedience) to our gratitude for the Lord Jesus Christ. The author of Hebrews 
encourages acceptable service, which requires obedience, to show gratitude for 
the future kingdom.  
 
It is important to note why thankfulness is our motivation for obedience. While 
it is true that obedience helps us avoid God’s discipline and gain blessing, that is 
not what should motivate our behavior. If our obedience was only to receive 
blessing, that would be an empty, self-centered response to God. How would 
you feel if you knew your children obeyed only because you rewarded them? We 
should first focus on the magnificent and gracious blessings God has given us. 
For example, the gift of Christ’s death on the cross makes our salvation 
possible. If God did that for us, we should be motivated by our thankfulness to 
obey Him. Further, to obey Him is not burdensome; it is an act of our love for 
Him. 
 


