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Lesson 151 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 463 – Jesus Teaches in the Temple  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 5:29b “…‘We must obey God rather than men.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 21:12-27; Mark 11:12-33; Luke 19:41-20:17 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 4 Jesus Entered Jerusalem 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 88 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
The teacher may use the parable of Luke 20:9-18 as the object lesson. If the 
parable will require too much explanation about vineyards, etc., feel free to 
change the wording to “farm” or “garden.” 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Authority of Jesus 
 
Key Theme: Jesus was given the authority to do the things He did because the 
Heavenly Father sent Him. 
 
In this story, the Jewish authorities are questioning Jesus concerning where He 
found the authority to do the things He did. One of the concerns of these 
Jewish authorities was Jesus’ throwing the moneychangers and animal vendors 
out of the temple. People entering the temple often had journeyed many miles 
to arrive at Jerusalem. It was easier for them to simply buy an animal for the 
sacrificial offering than to bring an animal the many miles over rough terrain. 
Although it wasn't particularly wrong to do this, it was not an activity that 
needed to be done in the temple itself. There were “inspectors” of the sacrificial 
animals. These animals were to be perfect—without blemish. If a person 
brought an animal of his own raising, there were trained inspectors to be sure 
the animal was of sufficient quality to be offered as a sacrifice. This would lead 
to disputes and noisy commerce. Because of the possibility of the animal being 
rejected, the animal vendors would offer animals “guaranteed” to pass the 
inspection. Those sold in the temple would have already passed inspection. The 
temple authorities would extract a portion of the profits. The inspectors would 
receive their “cut,” and the vendors made money. It was using the sacrificial 
system as a means of extortion.  
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The moneychangers would exchange the coins of the Roman Empire or other 
foreign coins for the shekels that were proper for offering in the temple. We can 
assume that the moneychangers were doing this for a large profit. While making 
a profit was not a sinful concept, it was not an activity to be performed in the 
temple. The disgraceful part of the matter is simply that the Jewish leaders in 
the temple were making immense profits from this activity at the expense of the 
common Jewish people. Josephus, in his Antiquities, states that Annas, the High 
Priest, was “a great hoarder of money, very rich.” The Jewish people knew what 
this activity in the temple represented—profiteering from the prescribed rituals 
of their faith. Therefore, these practices were unpopular with the people. This is 
why the leaders of the temple only ask Jesus about the source of His authority to 
do this. These leaders knew that they could not take any further action against 
Jesus because He was attacking unpopular practices, and the people supported 
what He was doing. 
 
In one of the key passages about the authority under which Jesus acted, we see 
that Jesus shows His authority in two spheres—the resurrection and the 
judgment. 
 
Read through John 5. Notice that in verse 17 Jesus says He heals because His 
Father is working. In verse18 we see that the Jewish leaders knew exactly what 
He meant by this. Then, in verses 19-21 Jesus states that the resurrection will 
show that the Father has given authority to Jesus. In verses 22-24 Jesus states 
that in the judgment to come, His authority will also be shown. Verses 25-29 re-
state that Jesus will show His authority in the resurrection and in judgment. In 
verse 30 Jesus states that He is sent from the Father. Verses 30-35 quote Jesus 
concerning the testimony of John the Baptist, but Jesus shows in verses 36-37 
that the testimony of the Father is greater than that of John. 
 
Then in the last verses of this passage, verses 38-47, Jesus points out reasons 
why the Jewish leaders cannot believe that He is the One sent by God: 
 

1. They do not have God’s Word abiding in them—verse 38. 
2. They think the Scriptures contain eternal life, but it is Jesus who gives 

eternal life; the Scriptures bear witness to this—verse 39. 
3. They do not have the love of God in them—verse 42. 
4. They are more willing to receive someone who comes in his own name 

than one who comes in the Father's name—verse 43 (to come in 
someone’s name is to be a representative of that person). 

5. They seek the glory of one another rather than the glory of God—verse 
44. 

6. They have set their hope on the lawgiver, Moses, rather than the one to 
whom the Law should lead, the Messiah—verses 45-47. 
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The Jews had a legend based on a statement of the psalmist. According to that 
legend, when the Temple of Solomon was being built, the masons sent up from 
the quarry below a stone different in size and shape from all the rest they had 
sent up.  
 
Looking at it, the builders said: “There is no place for this stone. There must be 
some mistake.” So they rolled it down the edge of the cliff into the valley of 
Kidron below the Temple area. As time went on (for the Temple was seven 
years in building), they were ready for the chief cornerstone. When they asked 
for it they were told, “We sent it up to you long ago.” 
 
One of the workmen said: “I recall it now. There was a stone altogether 
different from the rest, and we thought there was no place for it and rolled it 
down to the valley below.” Men were sent down to the valley to find the stone. 
They succeeded in doing so; and when the stone was brought up it fitted 
perfectly into its place—the headstone of the corner. 
 
 Tan, Paul Lee: Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations : A Treasury of Illustrations, 
Anecdotes, Facts and Quotations for Pastors, Teachers and Christian Workers. 
Garland TX : Bible Communications, 1996, c1979 
 
 
 
cornerstone, most often the large stone placed in the foundation at the principal 
corner of a building but occasionally (e.g., Testament of Solomon 22:7-23:4 [ca. 
A.D. 200]) the top or final stone of a building 
 
Achtemeier, Paul J. ; Harper & Row, Publishers ; Society of Biblical Literature: 
Harper's Bible Dictionary. 1st ed. San Francisco : Harper & Row, 1985, S. 189 
 
 
 
cor•ner•stone \-stōn\ noun 
(13th century) 
1 : a stone forming a part of a corner or angle in a wall; specifically : such a stone 

laid at a formal ceremony 
2 : a basic element : FOUNDATION “a cornerstone of foreign policy” 
 
Merriam-Webster, Inc: Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 10th ed. 
Springfield, Mass., U.S.A. : Merriam-Webster, 1996, c1993 


