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Lesson 144 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 449 – The Prodigal Son  
 
Memory Verse: Luke 15:10 “…there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 326 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
There it is—the family heirloom. A crystal vase that is over one hundred fifty 
years old. It has been passed down from generation to generation. The vase 
came across the ocean from the “old country.” Countless stories have been 
passed down from person to person with this piece of glass. Now, it has been 
passed on to this generation, and it rests on the fireplace mantle. 
 
Suddenly the sound of shattering glassed pierces the ear. The vase is scattered 
on the floor in thousands of pieces. In the middle of the shattered glass is a ball. 
How many hundreds of times had it been said, “Don’t throw the ball in the 
house!” BIG trouble was sure to follow…. 
 
That was fifteen years ago. Granted, there were some difficult days that 
followed, but one thing is sure. Regardless of how severe our offense, we all had 
no doubt that we were loved and cared for. There were no conditions attached 
to the love demonstrated. The vase breaking did not mean the end of our 
parent’s love. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Father’s Unconditional Love 
 
Key Theme: God’s love is unconditional regardless how vile the sin. 
  
As humans, we often have a sliding scale when it comes to sin or crime. A sin is 
excusable if, in the final analysis, it is for a good cause. For example, in some 
circles it is okay to steal medicine if your child is in desperate need and you 
cannot afford it. In today’s politically correct culture, there are some things that 
are not forgivable. Take a hate crime for example. There are harsher sentences 
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for people who commit such crimes. The people who commit hate crimes are 
outcast and socially shamed with little if any hope for a second chance. 
 
Things are different with God. His love for all of us is unconditional regardless 
of the sin committed. The apostle Paul is an excellent example of God’s 
unconditional love. Paul was the foremost or chief sinner (I Timothy1:15b). 
Before his conversion, he went out of his way to make life miserable for 
believers of Jesus. He had plenty of zeal for Judaism. He persecuted the body of 
believers, heretics by Paul’s account. His actions were legal. Paul had obtained 
his papers from the high priest.  
 
But something happened on the way to Damascus, a bright light, a voice from 
heaven, and blindness. Jesus is very direct with Paul. Jesus informs Paul that the 
sin or persecution committed is against Him (Acts 9:3-8). This teaching is 
consistent with the Old Testament. Sin is against God, not man. From man’s 
perspective, sin is against fellow man. From God’s perspective, the sin is against 
Him. The Psalmist articulates this in Psalms119:11, “Your word I have 
treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You.” 
 
In today’s world, Paul would have been charged with murder and hate crimes. 
He likely would have been tried, found guilty, and sentenced. Can you imagine 
the media uproar of a zealot singling out a sect of people for the purpose of 
persecution? Not much hope for parole. Instead, this man would be God’s 
instrument of instruction to a gentile world. 
 
In the book of Jonah, the city of Nineveh repents when they hear of pending 
judgment from the prophet. The city is spared from God’s judgment. This is a 
group of people who were historically ruthless to the Jewish people. Yet, God 
demonstrates His unconditional love to the people of Nineveh despite their 
previous actions. 
 
Both of these examples show God’s unconditional love for the enemies of His 
people. Despite the opposition shown, God still loves all people. Regardless of 
what we do, God will forgive us. “For God did not send the Son into the world 
to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him (John 3:17).” 
 
God is more than happy to demonstrate His love. He is not reluctant. There are 
no strings attached. Jesus Himself states, “In the same way, I tell you, there is 
joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents (Luke 
15:10).” 


