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Lesson 141 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 443 – Lazarus Is Raised from the Dead  
 
Memory Verse: John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: John 11:1-54 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 4 Jesus Raised the Dead 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 329 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Suffering for the Glory of God and the Deity of Christ 
 
Key Theme: The basic purpose of suffering in the life of the believer is always the 
glory of God and to teach who Jesus is. 
 
When Lazarus died, Jesus knew that the faith of Martha and Mary would be 
shaken. Their statements regarding His absence show that they were struggling 
with their brother’s death. Had Jesus come when they first called, the miracle of 
Lazarus’s healing would have been, to be sure, great. But His delay until after the 
death of Lazarus only heightened the significance of the miracle. It showed not 
only Jesus’ power over death but also His close relationship to the Father, His 
deep compassion for Martha and Mary, His humanity, and His understanding 
of the importance of the glory of God. In dealing with the death of Lazarus, 
there are really two issues. From the divine standpoint, it is the glory of God. 
From the human standpoint, it is the growth of faith. 
 
Here was a corpse, four days dead and not likely to be resuscitated—a “four day 
man” who had already begun the process of decomposition. By this time, all 
hope of receiving their brother back would have been abandoned. Jesus knew 
that the raising of Lazarus would thoroughly display the power of God and 
Jesus’ own power of life and His power over death. He states, “This sickness is 
not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified by it (John 11:4).” Suffering is always for the glory of God, as well as 
the growth of the believer.  
 
Note that Jesus refers to Lazarus as sleeping. Sleep has the expectation of 
awakening, of getting up. This is in line with His statement that the sickness 
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was not unto ultimate death. Jesus knew that while Lazarus was dead, as 
perceived by Mary and Martha, he was not permanently dead and would rise, 
both now and again when all saints will rise at the Rapture. 
 
The story of Lazarus also contains one of the clearest statements of the truth of 
Jesus Christ’s power and provision of life. To better understand this, we should 
compare this passage, John 11:25-26, with the letter of Paul to the Colossians, 
which tells us that all things were made by Jesus and in Him, all things “hold 
together” (Col. 1:15-17). In those “all things,” we must include life temporal and 
life eternal.  
 


