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Lesson 129 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 421 – The Blind Man of Bethsaida 
Page 421 – Peter’s Great Confession  
 
Memory Verse: Colossians 1:18a “He is also head of the body, the  
church….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Mark 8:22-26; Matthew 16:13-28; Mark 8:27-9:1; Luke 9:18-27 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 315 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Let’s look through a newspaper to illustrate this. Here is a story about the 
President, and Christ also has public officials in His body. All of them should be 
serving the Lord in whatever public office they have. Here’s the sports page, and 
the Lord Jesus has athletes in His body. Here’s the financial section, and God 
also has businessmen who are living for Him. He wants men to earn money but 
not for themselves. There have been faithful businessmen who have been used 
of God to support many missionaries, and the Lord has blessed them for it. 
Here are the advertisements for the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord may choose to 
use you as a full-page ad, or perhaps only as a small want ad. Maybe He will 
want you to advertise Him in the sports world, or in the business world, or in 
the ministry, or on the mission field, but wherever you are, do your very best for 
Him. 
 
It takes all these kinds of people to make up the body of Christ, just as it takes 
all these various parts to make up this paper. I can’t tell what part you have to 
play; but whatever it is, remember that if you are saved you are a member of the 
body of Christ. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Church, the Body of Christ 
 
Key Theme: The Church: Past, Present, and Future 
 
First of all, let’s define what the church is not. Biblically speaking, it is not a 
building or an organization. It is an organism, the body of Christ. 
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The Greek word for church is ekklasia (εκκλησια). A common meaning for 
the word would be an assembly. It is a compound word in the Greek meaning 
called out. The word church conveys the idea of oneness as well as diversity, as 
seen in the various gifts of its members. (Excerpts provided from Words of the 
Faith by Chester McCalley.)  
 
Jesus predicts the church in Matthew 16:18. “I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church….” Note the tense of the 
verb—it is future. Acts 1:4-5 lays the groundwork for the birth of the church. 
Forty days after the resurrection Jesus gathered the disciples and told them to 
stay in Jerusalem and wait for what the Father had promised them. Christ 
indicated that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
that point. The birth of the church is found a few days after the ascension. This 
event takes place in Acts 2 at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit falls on those in 
attendance. 
 
I Corinthians 12:13 provides the means by which one enters the church. “For 
by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body….” At the moment of faith, the 
Holy Spirit places us into the body of Christ. The church is entered by the 
baptizing work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 1:22-23 indicates Christ is head over all things to the church, which 
is His body. The church is not a building or an organization. It is not a 
denomination. The church is the body of Christ. 
 
The church continues to grow under the ministry of a pastor-teacher feeding 
them and teaching God’s word. Ephesians 4:11-12 tells that Christ has given 
“some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
service, to the building up of the body of Christ.” 
 
Christ gave Himself for the church “that He might sanctify her (in time), having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present (in 
eternity) to Himself the church in all her glory… (Ephesians 5:26-27).” Jesus 
will come for His church at the rapture. This event could happen at any time. 
Scripture tells us that “the gates of Hades shall not overpower it (Matthew 
16:18).” 
 
Excerpts taken from The Foundations of Our Great Salvation by Chester 
McCalley. 
 


