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Lesson 127 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 417 – A Gentile Mother Comes to Jesus  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 16:31a “…Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 15:21-18; Mark 7:24-30 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 314 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
One of our favorite object lessons is to take a couple of pieces of paper, tape 
them together end to end, then roll them and tape the ends to make a cylinder. 
Take another piece of paper and fold it in half making kind of an L-shape, 
setting this on top of the cylinder. Say to the class, “Do you like my little chair? 
It is a nice little chair. I believe I will sit on it. It will hold me, I am sure. I really 
believe it will hold me.” Engage the class in a discussion about whether this 
chair will hold you. End up the discussion stating your strong belief that it will 
hold you just fine. Then sit on it, being prepared for it to crumple under you. 
Point out that it is not how much faith you have—how much you believe in 
something; it is the object of your faith that counts. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Spiritual Gifts - Faith 
 
Key Theme: Faith place in the right object can save and work miracles. 
 
Faith alone, without a proper object, can do little. One could imagine a chair in 
front of them and say they have great faith in that imaginary chair to hold them; 
trying to sit in an imaginary chair will assure one a place on the floor where the 
ethereal chair is imagined. Only placing one’s faith in a real corporeal chair, one 
that is actually physically existent, will support the person and assure that they 
are not sitting on the floor. Sounds silly, doesn’t it? But in a very real sense, 
people put their faith in all sorts of imaginary objects that cannot support that 
faith. Only faith placed in the one object able to accomplish the trusted purpose 
will be valid. Faith without a proper object is folly. That is why the faith of the 
gentile woman in today’s Scripture is so valid. Her faith only knew one object, 
that of the one person who could accomplish what she desired, the healing of 
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her daughter. Jesus states that her faith was great, not that she had a great 
quantity but that she recognized the proper object—Jesus Himself who alone 
could heal her daughter. Jesus rewarded her faith, faith that was placed in Him, 
the only valid object of her faith. 
 
The faith spoken of in Hebrews 11 and the gift of faith emphasize this reality. 
The gift of faith, like that exhibited by the Heroes of the Faith, is a faith 
imperturbable—a faith that steadfastly looks to the object of the faith, Jesus, 
and cannot be moved from that gaze. It is a faith that is immoveable in the face 
of overwhelming obstacles, a faith that refuses to be deterred from that object. 
Some believers are given that kind of tenacity, that quality of dogged 
perseverance that makes them a hero of The Faith. But the object is always the 
same; and that is what makes them so strong in faith, the fact that they 
steadfastly fix their gaze on Him, the only one worthy of our faith. 
 
The Greek language does a little better at conveying the concept of faith than 
English. We speak of faith in the noun form. To make it a verb, we have to use 
“put faith” or “have faith.” Greek does it better. The verb in Greek is 
pisteuw/pisteuo, and we usually translate it “believe.” The noun is 
pistij/pistis; notice the root of the word (pist-) hasn’t changed. We usually 
translate the noun as “faith.” One of the fascinating things about the Gospel of 
John is that he tells us exactly why he wrote his gospel—“Therefore many other 
signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His 
name (John 20:30-31).” 
 
The Gospel of John uses the verb “believe” about 95 times, but John doesn’t use 
the noun form at all. Look at the works of Jesus, and you will actively believe 
that He is the Christ, the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament, able to take 
away our sins and give eternal life. 
 


