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Lesson 125 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 413 – A Boy’s Lunch Basket 
 
Memory Verse: John 6:29 “…‘This is the work of God, that you believe in 
Him whom He has sent.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 14:13-23; Mark 6:30-46; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 4 Jesus Fed the Multitudes 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 253 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Ask all the students to take a big breath of air and to blow it out. Take a piece 
of paper and make a little fan and fan each of their faces briefly. So we know 
from our breath and we know from feeling the air fanned on our faces that 
there is air all around us. Who created that air? God did. Well, did God create 
the air only for good people? No, he created air for everyone. God provides 
many things on earth for our lives (air, water, sunshine, rain) even if we don’t 
believe it. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God Is Our Provider (Doctrine of Common Grace) 
 
Key Theme: God provides all things for us, and not only for believers, but for all 
mankind. He “causes His sun to rise on [the] evil and [the] good, and sends rain on 
[the] righteous and [the] unrighteous (Matthew 5:45).” 
 
We, as believers, often refer to God as the provider of all things for us—our 
homes, our jobs, the very air we breathe; but we must remember that God 
provides these things for unbelievers as well. It is part of the long suffering of 
God that He does not deprive the people who are either passively or actively 
hostile to Him of these benefits. 
 
The story of the small lad and his lunch illustrates this. Certainly, not all the 
people in the crowds that followed Jesus throughout His earthly ministry were 
believers. Yet, Jesus did not differentiate between the believing followers and 
the unbelieving followers. He fed them all. In the same way, God does not cut 
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off from the earth those who do not readily believe the gospel message. “The 
Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance  
(II Peter 3:9).” In the effecting of this patience is the common grace of God. 
While He patiently waits for men to change their minds and believe His 
message of grace and forgiveness, He provides the necessities of life for those 
who may or may not believe Him and come to change their minds. 


