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Lesson 120 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 401 – A Widow’s Son Is Raised to Life  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 24:15b “…that there should certainly be a resurrection of 
both the righteous and the wicked.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Luke 7:11-17 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 4 Jesus Raised the Dead 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 243 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Plant life shows us the pattern for man in a shortened time frame. Talk with the 
children about how a seed is planted (buried) and then later grows (resurrected) 
to a new form of life. The plant is no longer a seed, but is now all that the plant 
can become. Ask the children to provide examples of how the small seed is 
transformed into a beautiful plant or a tree that bears fruit. The “burial” of the 
seed was necessary for the plant to be transformed, just as our death and burial 
is required for us to be transformed into a heavenly body for an eternal life in 
the new heaven and new earth. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Resurrection 
 
Key Theme: Christ is the first resurrection, the first fruits of a spiritual body. All 
mankind will follow, some to a resurrection of damnation others to eternal life with 
God. 
 
God’s Word clearly teaches that all men, whether saved or unsaved, will be 
raised from the dead (John 5:26-29). The believer is raised to have a 
transformed body ready for heaven; the unbeliever is resurrected to judgment 
and an everlasting existence in hell. The one exception is believers who are alive 
at His second coming, who are transformed to the heavenly body in the 
twinkling of an eye. I Corinthians 15:51-53 states, “Behold, I tell you a mystery; 
we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.” Acts 24:15 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

confirms the fact of the resurrection saying, “…there shall certainly be a 
resurrection of both of the righteous and wicked.” 
 
For the believer, the resurrection body is related to the present body as harvest 
is to seed. I Corinthians 15:42-44 states, “So also is the resurrection of the 
dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; it is sown 
in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it 
is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body.” 
 
The believer alive at Christ’s return must undergo the same transformation, for 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. The key passage on the 
Christian resurrection is I Corinthians 15:20-23, 35-57. The first section 
declares the following facts: 

• Christ has already been resurrected. He is thus seen as the first fruits or 
first example of what will follow for Christians. 

• In Adam (natural man) all die; in Christ all are made alive—the 
believer’s resurrection. 

• The order: Christ is (was) first; believers alive at Christ’s second 
coming are second to receive the new body; and finally, dead believers 
are resurrected to eternal life and a transformed body at Christ’s 
second coming. 

 
The second section (I Corinthians 5:35-57) declares the following truths: 

• Those buried in corruption are raised in incorruption 
• Those buried in dishonor, or humiliation, are raised in glory 
• Those buried in weakness are raised a powerful body 
• Those buried a natural body are raised a spiritual body 
Note: these same changes occur for the believer alive at Christ’s second 
coming 

 
In today’s story, the resurrection of the boy by Jesus is different from Christ’s, 
and later all mankind’s, resurrection. Today’s story is merely a reversal of death, 
not a resurrection to a new body or judgment. Looking back from the Church 
Age, we now understand that Christ’s resurrection was a pattern and promise of 
what is to come for believers. Christ was the first fruit; we will follow at His 
coming in the pattern of transformation of our earthly bodies to heavenly 
bodies prepared for eternal life in the new heavens and the new earth. 
 
Chafer Systematic Theology, Book II, pages 149-157 
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Note - Next week we will be studying the Parable of the Sower. It might be 
instructive to bring to class with you this week some seeds and three paper 
cups. If you have grass seed, that might be good. Take some seeds out in the 
parking lot and leave them where the students will remember. Plant some seeds 
in a paper cup full of rocks, some others in a paper cup with potting soil. 
Explain to the students what you are doing. Take the paper cups home, keep 
them watered, and take the sprouted seeds back to class next week. The seeds in 
the parking lot will probably be gone, eaten by birds. This may help with your 
explanation of the parable. 
 


