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Lesson 119 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 398 – Four Men Tear Up a Roof  
 
Memory Verse: Acts 24:15b “…that there should certainly be a resurrection of 
both the righteous and the wicked.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:18-26 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 4 Jesus Healed the Sick 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 34 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Imagine a world where if you break any traffic law, you have to pay a ten million 
dollar fine. If you are unable to pay the fine, you are sentenced to death. 
Regardless of the infraction, this is the punishment. Even if you run a stop sign, 
drive under the influence, or go two miles per hour over the speed limit. 
Enforcement and punishment are consistent, and there are no exceptions. The 
system is absolutely just. If this were really the case, the roads would be empty.  
 
You run a stop sign, and the camera takes a picture of your infraction. The 
police come and haul you away to jail. You are waiting for trial and pending 
sentence. You know you did it. As you are cuffed and transferred to the judge in 
the court, a complete stranger comes in on your behalf and pays your fine. He 
plops down $10,000,000 on your behalf. Your debt has been paid. Justice has 
been served in that the fine has been paid for. You could not afford the fine, but 
the judge accepts the payment of the fine by this gentleman on your behalf. You 
are spared death, and your life has been pardoned. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Forgiveness 
 
Key Theme: Sin is forgiven once and for all. 
 
The primary word for forgiveness in the New Testament is aphiemi. It means to 
remit or forgive debts or sins. It involves the complete removal of the cause or 
offence. This remission is based upon the vicarious and propitiatory sacrifice 
of Christ. (Definition provided by Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words.) 
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Only God can forgive sins. The Pharisees and scribes of the day knew this all 
too well in Mark 2:1-12, Luke 5:18-26, Matthew 9:2-8. This is the reason they 
took such offence when Jesus forgave the sins of the paralytic. As far as they 
were concerned, this was a blasphemous act and speech by Jesus. In their eyes, 
He was an ordinary man and not God. He was not even a member of the 
religious structures of the day. No mere man can forgive sins, but Jesus is not 
just an ordinary man. Jesus is God, and He has the ability to forgive sins.  
 
The forgiveness of sins is complete and distant. Psalm 103:12 states, “As far as 
the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” 
 
Nations and individuals are forgiven of their sins. Israel’s sins corporately are 
forgiven in Psalm 85:2, “You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered 
all their sin.” This is also stated in Jeremiah 36:3b in reference to the house of 
Judah, “…then I will forgive their iniquity and their sin.”  
 
Personally, we have to be forgiven because we are all born sinners. Ephesians 
2:1 tells us that we are all spiritually dead. Fortunately, we have redemption 
through the blood of Christ, the forgiveness of trespasses and sins, for His 
name’s sake (Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 John 2:12). The same concept is 
articulated in the Old Testament on the personal level in Isaiah 43:25, “I, even 
I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins.” 
 
The forgiveness of sins does not mean that we are free to do whatever we want 
without consequence. We should not choose to abuse the work of the cross. 
Paul shuts down this argument in Romans 6:1b-2. “…Are we to continue in sin 
that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live 
in it?” Jesus’ work on the cross is clearly an act of grace towards sinful man. 
Honestly, is this any way to respond to a man who suffered and died a horrible 
death on our behalf because of all of our sins? What if the roles were reversed in 
the sense that you had bailed someone out of deep trouble? What if that person 
(the one you bailed out of trouble) chose to continue the behavior that landed 
them in trouble? There are consequences for our bodily actions. Physically, we 
die. The wage of sin is death. If God did not punish sin, He would fail to be just.  


