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Lesson 116 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 394 – The Sermon on the Mount  
 
Memory Verse: Matthew 10:1 “Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 5-7; Luke 6:17-49 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 3 Jesus Taught 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 241-242 
 
Object Lesson: None 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Sermon on the Mount 
 
Key Theme: The Sermon on the Mount presented a code of ethics for those who 
responded to Jesus’ teaching before He was officially rejected as King of Israel. 
 
The Sermon on the Mount is found in its entirety only in Matt 5-7. Parallel 
passages are found in Luke 6. It has been the subject of much 
misinterpretation, as many have struggled with its meaning through the 
centuries. We will first look at the basic structure, then discuss different 
interpretations that have been used to explain the teaching. 
 
The sermon begins with a section commonly known as the beatitudes. These 
are a series of statements beginning with the phrase, “Blessed are the….” The 
word “blessed” is a translation of the Greek word makarios, which means 
“happy.” In this context, it refers to happiness or spiritual prosperity due to 
divine favor. The beatitudes describe the character of the followers of Jesus. 
The responsibility of Jesus’ followers is described next. They are to be salt and 
light. Salt was used as a preservative and flavoring. As light, they were to show 
truth and be witnesses of Jesus. Jesus then goes on to elaborate on some basic 
laws. 
 
As stated, the Sermon on the Mount has been subject to much 
misinterpretation. Some have tried to apply the teachings as a way of obtaining 
personal  salvation; that is, one is saved by governing his life according to the 
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principles of the sermon. The problem with this is that it directly contradicts 
the teaching of salvation by grace through faith. Also, the standards of the 
sermon would be impossible for man to keep. Another interpretation is the 
societal salvation approach. This views the sermon as a guide to salvation of 
society from its evils. While implementation of these laws would improve 
society, it would not result in salvation. Another approach is referred to as the 
penitential approach. This states that the sermon serves the same purpose as the 
law—namely, to show man how far short of God’s standard man falls. The 
kingdom approach states that the sermon describes how life will be when Christ 
returns. The problem with this arises when one reads passages such as Matthew 
5:11-12, which describe persecution. This would go against other descriptions 
of the millennial kingdom in which sin is dealt with quickly and directly. 
 
This brings us to the correct view— the interim interpretation. This describes 
the sermon as a code of ethics for those who respond to Jesus’ teaching before 
He was rejected as king of Israel. There are many future tense verbs, and there 
is a sense of anticipation of the reign of Jesus. 


