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Lesson 115 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 393 – The Twelve  
 
Memory Verse: Matthew 10:1 “Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 3 The Twelve Apostles 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 36 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Today we are going to look at the qualifications of an apostle. Let’s talk about 
“qualifications.” Have you ever been to the dentist? Have you thought about 
how the dentist became a dentist? If we want to know his qualifications, we are 
asking about what things has he done to become a dentist. First, he has to go to 
college for several years to study to become a dentist. Then he has to work as a 
dentist in dental school to learn how to apply all the things he learned in college. 
And finally, before he can work as a dentist, he has to pass tests to prove that he 
has all the knowledge and skills it takes to be a dentist. What are the 
qualifications of a baseball player? To be a baseball player, you need to know 
how to catch a baseball. You need to throw the baseball. You will have to learn to 
swing a bat and be able to hit a baseball pitched to you. Then you need to be 
able to run around the bases if you hit the ball with your bat. And just as 
important as all those things, you need to learn the rules of the game. If you hit 
the ball with your bat and run to the wrong base, you will not be following the 
rules and will not be a good baseball player. Now, let’s look at the qualifications 
of an apostle. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: The Qualifications of an Apostle 
 
Key Theme: The apostles were the men that had seen Jesus face to face, were called 
by Him, and sent by Him to proclaim the message of Christ. 
 
The apostles were a select group—men who had physically seen the Lord Jesus 
Christ and to whom the commission was given directly from the Lord to go and 
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proclaim the good news of the salvation secured by Jesus. While no actual 
qualifications of an apostle were outlined by the Lord, it is evident that these 
men were called by Christ and sent by Him to proclaim His message. Paul gives 
the qualifications for an apostle in I Corinthians 9:1-2. 
 
In defending his status as an apostle to the Corinthians, Paul states, “Am I not 
free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work 
in the Lord?” He had seen Jesus on the road to Damascus; he was called by 
Jesus at that time to proclaim His message to the Gentiles. He was sent by the 
Lord, and went throughout Asia preaching and teaching salvation by believing 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, Acts 16:31. He had the credentials of an apostle. He 
states in II Corinthians 12:12, “The signs of a true apostle were performed 
among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.” 
 
The very requirements of apostleship preclude any existence of an apostle in 
modern times. There have been no verifiable appearances of Jesus to any man 
of modern times, no recent commissioning of anyone by Jesus directly to go as 
Christ’s representative. There are indeed men and women who have been sent 
out to carry the gospel to people who have not heard. But these are never called 
apostles. In Acts 17, certain men, namely Barnabas, Judas called Barsabbas, and 
Silas were chosen; but these were chosen by the apostles. They were identified 
as prophets but were never called apostles.  
 
In Galatians 1:1, Paul distinctly describes his apostleship as coming directly 
from Jesus Christ, not from or through men. Thus, apostles must have:  

1) Seen the Lord Jesus Christ in person 
2) Been sent by Him as a representative of Him  
3) Performed the signs of apostleship as described in II Corinthians 12:12 

 


