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Lesson 103 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 371 – Jesus Is Tempted  
 
Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 8:3b “…that man does not live by bread alone, 
but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.” 
NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-14 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 3 The Temptation of Jesus 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 28 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
There it is, a chocolate candy bar. It is at eye level and right there for the taking 
as Mom checks out at the grocery store. No one will notice. It is just one little 
candy bar. The grocery store won’t miss it. No one will see me take it (never 
mind all the cameras). Where should I hide it? This sure will taste good. Do I 
have a pocket big enough? I love chocolate. When can I eat it? I need to make 
sure no one sees me. How long will I have to wait? It is just sitting there. I really 
want it right now! 
 
And the ball has started to roll. But each one is tempted when he is carried away 
and enticed by his own lust (James 1:14). Temptation starts in the mind. People 
are capable of tempting themselves. People can be tempted by other people. 
And yes, “the devil made me do it.” That is the original complaint by Eve in 
Eden. Satan is clearly capable of tempting us, both men and women. The story 
we are studying is the account of Satan tempting God the man, Christ. Satan 
himself is called the tempter in Matthew 4:3. 
 
There is a chain reaction that takes place with temptation. It starts in the mind 
as a thought. Then, the action takes place as carried out by the person. The sin 
is completed. And the final result is death (James 1:15). The bottom line is we 
are accountable for our thoughts and actions just as Eve was accountable, even 
though she was deceived by Satan. 
 
Object lesson idea compliments of Celine Collins 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Temptation 
 
Key Theme: Defining, Understanding, and Managing Temptation 
 
There are two words that define temptation in the Bible. One is Hebrew and 
one is Greek.  
 
The Hebrew is nasah (naw-saw’). It means to test, attempt, prove, tempt, try. 
 
The second is the Greek word peirazo (pay-rad’-zo). It means to test 
objectively, scrutinize, entice, examine, prove, assay, tempt, or try. 
 
A question asked many times is, “Why is God tempting me?” Answer: God is 
not tempting you. God cannot be tempted by evil. He does not tempt anyone 
(James 1:13). 
 
Should we tempt God? Scripture instructs us not to tempt God. Ananias and his 
wife Sapphira lied and agreed to tempt the Holy Spirit in Acts 5:9. Greed was 
their motivation, and they wanted to keep some additional profits for 
themselves. This was obviously not a good idea because they both end up dead a 
few hours later. We are instructed by Paul in I Corinthians 10:9 not to tempt 
the Lord. There were some who tempted the Lord and later perished due to 
snakes. Lastly, Moses (Deuteronomy 6:16) instructed nation Israel not to tempt 
the Lord their God as they did in Massah (a location in the desert). This did not 
work out well for that generation as they wondered for forty years and then 
perished in the desert. 
 
Solution: How to manage temptation. There are at least three solutions offered 
by Scripture. The first is to endure. James 1:12a states: “Blessed is a man who 
perseveres under trial (temptation)….” The Greek word for perseveres is 
hupomeno. It means to undergo, have fortitude, abide, endure, suffer. 
 
A two part solution offered in James 4:7 is first to submit to God; and second, 
resist the devil. If you resist, withstand, or oppose the devil he will flee from you 
and go elsewhere.  
 
Lastly, our memory verse provides excellent advice. Deuteronomy 8:3b “…that 
man does not live by bread alone, but man shall live by everything that proceeds 
out of the mouth of the Lord.” Trust and turn to the Word of God. 
 


