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Lesson 102 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 368 – Jesus Preaches in the Wilderness 
Page 371 – John Baptizes Jesus 
 
Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 5:16 “Honor your father and mother as the 
Lord, your God, has commanded you….” NASB 
 
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-22; John 1:15-34 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 New Testament Overview Section 2 John Baptized Jesus 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 27 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
A cup of flour, a piece of bread, a donut and a cookie. Do you know what a 
piece of bread, a donut, and a cookie all have in common? They are all made 
from flour like I have in this cup. Using the flour and adding just a couple of 
other ingredients, then cooking it just right will determine whether I end up 
with bread, some donuts, or cookies. It just depends on what I do with the flour. 
 
In the life of Jesus and the life of John the Baptist, how things turned out for 
them depended on what the people of Israel, the Jews, did. Would the people 
accept Jesus as their Messiah and bring in the kingdom of heaven? Or would 
they reject Him? If they accept Him, He will bring in the kingdom that He is 
offering; and John the Baptist will fulfill the role of Elijah. They may reject Jesus 
and crucify Him, but God will use that to provide salvation for all men by 
putting the penalty for sins upon Jesus as the perfect sacrifice for sins. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Jesus is offering the Kingdom of God. 
 
Key Theme: With the offering of the kingdom, the roles of Jesus and John the 
Baptist turn on whether the kingdom of God is accepted or rejected. 
 
We want to be careful how we interpret our Key Theme. Jesus fulfills the role of 
King, although His rule is postponed until His second coming at which time the 
kingdom will be realized (Matthew 25:31, Revelation 19:15-16, ch. 20). Jesus 
knew that He would fulfill the role of Savior, so to say that His role turns on 
whether the kingdom is rejected or not is a statement from a “spectator” 
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viewpoint. We will see that Jesus offers the kingdom, and we will see that the 
kingdom is rejected. But from the viewpoint of Jesus, there was never a 
question which roles He would fulfill and when. 
 
Luke 1:32-33 records the words of Gabriel, God’s messenger, as spoken to 
Mary concerning who her soon to be born son would be. He will be given the 
throne of David. He will be King of the nation Israel.  
 
When the magi came to Israel, they were looking for a king (Matthew 2:2). 
When Jesus sent out the twelve disciples, He instructed them specifically to 
proclaim, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matthew 10:7).” In the 13th 
chapter of Matthew, Jesus tells several parables about the kingdom. Jesus 
accepted the title of king upon the triumphal entry to Jerusalem (John 12:13). 
When standing before Pilate, Jesus admits to being king (Matthew 27:11). 
There is no doubt that Jesus is offering the kingdom of heaven to the Jews. 
There is also no doubt that He was rejected. 
 
Malachi 3:1 tells us that there will be a messenger sent before the Messiah to 
prepare the way. Jesus says that John the Baptist was that messenger in Matthew 
11:10. Then in Matthew 11:14, Jesus tells us that John the Baptist is Elijah, if 
you care to accept. This is in reference to Malachi 4:5. After the 
Transfiguration, Jesus explains more about John the Baptist in Matthew 17:10-
13. Here we see that John has been rejected, as has been his role as Elijah. We 
also see that Jesus is telling His disciples that He will have the same fate as John. 
 


