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Lesson 95 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 338 – The Temple Is Finished 
Page 340 – Ezra Teaches God’s Law  
 
Memory Verse: Nehemiah 8:10b “…the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
NASB 
 
Scripture: Ezra 5-10; Nehemiah 8, Haggai 1-2 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 8 Ezra and Nehemiah 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 405-407, 411 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
What we want to do for this object lesson is show the children how to do 
something. In the lesson, we will develop how Ezra’s model of teaching God’s 
Word shows us how the Word should be taught to us. So the teacher will want 
to show the class how to do something. Ideas: Show them how to tie a “two half 
hitches” knot. Show them how to draw a five-pointed star. Show them how to 
fold a really nice paper airplane. Or any other simple thing that shows them how 
to do something new. You know your class, so you can pick something. You 
might want to start by asking the class, “Do you know how to______?” “Then, 
how about I show you how to do just that?”  Show them how to do it. Help them 
do it; then we’ll look at how Ezra shows us how to do something new—how Ezra 
shows us how the Bible should be taught.  
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Teaching God’s Word 
 
Key Theme: In light of the end of the prophetic office, Ezra provides the model for 
teaching God’s Word. 
 
Read Nehemiah 8. 
 
What we see in this passage is important to the Church Age in which we live. 
Consider that the last prophet sent by God to Israel was Malachi about 400 b.c. 
The prophetic office no longer exists. In the early Church, we see in Acts that 
there was the gift of prophecy (Acts 21:9-10, for example). But in I Corinthians 
13:8, we are told that the gift of prophecy will cease. Now we have God’s Word.  
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Consider next that the people to whom Ezra was speaking had only recently 
returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. Most likely they all spoke Aramaic. Ezra 
was reading from scrolls that were written in Hebrew. Now Aramaic and 
Hebrew may be closely related linguistically, but so are English and Spanish. We 
still have two separate languages, which erects a language barrier.  
 
We see in the Nehemiah 8 passage the following things that must be kept in 
mind as we are taught God’s Word. 
 
- There is a language barrier. The original languages of the Word were 

Hebrew and Greek, primarily (with minor portions in Aramaic and 
Chaldean). We need to seek teaching that overcomes this language barrier. 

 
- There is a history barrier. Notice that the people had forgotten about the 

feast of tabernacles (booths). They needed to bridge this historical gap. 
 
- We today have a huge cultural gap which must be bridged from the stone 

age/iron age culture of the Old Testament and the Greek culture of the 
New Testament times to our modern microprocessor society. The example 
of the feast of the tabernacles (booths) is also a cultural issue. Many Jews 
today still observe this feast. Our society has nothing similar. 

 
- Ezra read from the Word and explained its meaning. Verse 12 is a great 

verse. They celebrated “because they understood the words which had been 
made known to them.” Although you can see part of the reaction of the 
people was emotional, it affected their emotions because they understood. 
Proper Bible teaching may have an emotional component, but that 
emotional component must be rooted in understanding.  

 
- Notice that nothing is said about Ezra coaching them about their behavior. 

In verses 13-17 we see a spontaneous obedience to the Word as they 
learned about the feast of tabernacles. Ezra didn’t coach or coerce, everyone 
simply dug into the Word and obedience followed.  

 
Just like you showed the class how to do something earlier as an object lesson, 
Ezra has shown us how to do something by giving an example of good Bible 
teaching.  
 


