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Lesson 83 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 309 – Captives in a Strange Land  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 8:31b “…If God is for us who is against us?” NASB 
 
Scripture: II Chronicles 36:14-21; Ezekiel 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 7 The Divided Kingdom: Judah 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 403 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
For this object lesson, you will need a cast iron pan, a hammer and anything 
that is fragile and will fit under the cast iron pan—an egg, a flower, a small glass 
vase. Hold up the fragile object and explain how easy it would be to break it. 
Hold up the hammer and make it clear that the hammer represents something 
that is powerful enough to break the fragile object. But once you put the fragile 
object under the cast iron pan, the hammer can't break the object because the 
pan is so strong that it can protect the object from being broken by the 
hammer. You will have to tap the pan, then hit it harder and harder a couple of 
times to make the point that the pan is protecting the fragile object. 
 
We are like the fragile object. There are many things that can hurt us or cause 
us to stray away from what the Bible tells us to do. But we are in Christ. This is 
the safe place we are put when we believe that Jesus died for our sins. No matter 
what happens, we are in Christ and we are protected. Our salvation cannot be 
harmed in any way. At this point you can hit the pan a couple of times and point 
out that things like sin, others’ meanness, lying, wrong ideas, any such things 
can't  harm the believer because the believer is protected in Christ. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Security 
 
Key Theme: God remains faithful to His promises, even when we are not faithful 
to Him. 
 
In this lesson we read how God repeatedly sends word to Israel through the 
prophets that they need to repent and follow  ordinances. They remain 
unfaithful in spite of multiple warnings. God finally decides to bring judgment 
on the nation. At this point, it may seem that God has had enough of their 
disobedience and may be ready to give up on them. However, God had made 
promises to Abraham; and it is against His character to go back on those 
promises. Thus, He tells them through Jeremiah that the period of captivity will 
be limited to seventy years. Whenever God proclaims judgment on the nation, 
He always predicts restoration. 
 
The doctrine of assurance and security has an important impact on our life as 
well. Many believers become confused regarding the assurance of salvation. 
This comes from several sources. If we look inward to our feelings rather than 
to the truth of God’s word, we may start to doubt our salvation. Realizing that 
we still commit acts of sin, we may not feel like much has changed for us. Also, 
we may not fully understand the issues involved in salvation. Man tends to think 
he needs to do something to contribute to his own salvation. If we do not realize 
that there is nothing we can contribute to our salvation, we will always be 
wondering if we have done enough 
 
Lordship salvation also contributes to uncertainty regarding salvation. It states 
that you must believe and make Jesus lord of your life. This may cause one to 
look at one’s sin and question whether Jesus is truly lord of their life, thus 
questioning  their salvation. 
 
There are several ways a believer can be assured of salvation. First, we must 
focus on God’s character. As II Timothy 2:13 shows, He remains faithful to His 
character, even when we fail miserably. This is because God is immutable; He 
never changes. Also, salvation is described as having eternal life. If there were a 
chance we could lose it, it wouldn’t be eternal life. Next, we can look at our 
condition when God saved us. Romans 5:6-10 hammers this home repeatedly, 
describing us as helpless, ungodly, sinners and enemies of God. From this, we 
can see that we contributed nothing to our salvation; our salvation came about 
only through God’s love for us and His desire and plan to save us. Finally, our 
relationship to God is described in family terms. He is our Father, and we are 
His children. This is a relationship that cannot be dissolved. 
 


