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Lesson 82 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 304 – Jeremiah Writes God’s Words in a Book 
Page 305 – Jeremiah in the Dungeon  
 
Memory Verse: John 16:13a “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all the truth…” NASB 
 
Scripture: Jeremiah 26-52 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 7 The Prophets 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Jeremiah’s Parables 
 
Key Theme: A parable is one of many ways God communicates His word and 
truth. 
 
The book of Jeremiah is a variety and a mixture of literature. The book 
includes examples of prose and poetry, taunt and lament, biography, history, 
and parables. The focus of this lesson is the parable. Defined, it is of common 
life conveying a morality, a similitude. Other definitions include: things known 
and seen to impart spiritual truth; uses of everyday, mundane items to illustrate 
spiritual truth. 
 
Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet due to the emotion he expressed. He 
was known to lament and cry. He was forbidden to marry and have children 
(Jeremiah 16:2). His time was a time of great distress. It was not the time to be 
raising a family. 
 
Jeremiah frequently used parables to express God’s word and truth to the 
southern kingdom of Judah. Some of these included the parable of the almond 
tree in Jeremiah 1:11, the parable of the loin cloth in Chapter 13, and the 
parable of the potter and clay in Chapter 18. 
 
The object lesson of this study is in Chapter 24, the parable of the fig baskets. 
The first thing to note is how the Jewish culture views the fig tree. It is 
associated with security and safety (1 Kings 4:25, Micah 4:4, Zechariah 3:10). 
There are two baskets of figs, one good and one bad. God makes it specifically 
clear; the good figs are the captives of Judah in Chaldea. The good figs are His 
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people. He will bring them back to the land and build them up. The good figs 
will have a heart to know God. 
 
The word of God identifies the bad figs. The bad figs, which are rotten and can 
not be eaten, are associated with the remnant in Jerusalem and in Egypt. They 
are a terror for the kingdoms of earth. They are a taunt and a curse wherever 
they go. They will be destroyed from the land by sword, pestilence, and famine. 
 
God is the speaker and describes both the good and the bad figs. This is not up 
to the interpretation of the reader. God defines what each symbol means. He 
defines the outcome and the future of the two groups. There is no guess work or 
allegorical interpretation. The word is crystal clear. 
 
On the surface, it would appear to be good to stay in the land of Judah. It would 
also appear to be bad to be taken into Babylonian captivity. God has other 
plans. From His perspective, it is good to be taken into captivity; and it is bad 
to remain in the homeland of Judah. “ ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord (Isaiah 55:8).” 
 


