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Lesson 77 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 291 – Jonah Disobeys God 
Page 292 – Johan Preaches at Nineveh  
 
Memory Verse: Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Jonah 1-2 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 395-396 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Rather than have a special object lesson for this story of Jonah, let’s be sure to 
“bring the children into this story.” In Jonah 4:5-11, God provides an object 
lesson for Jonah. God provides a plant to grow, giving Jonah shade from the hot 
sun. Then God sends a worm to cause the plan to wither. Jonah throws a little 
tantrum about this, and God uses this as an object lesson to teach Jonah about 
compassion. And note, who does God specifically mention as objects of His 
compassion? The 120,000 persons who don’t know left from right would be the 
little children of Nineveh. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God Is Love 
 
Key Theme: God’s love is based solely in His character and transcends the greatest 
love any human can comprehend. 
 
God’s love for mankind is not limited to those who love Him but extends to 
those who oppose Him as well. 
 
We all have people in our families and circle of friends toward whom we 
express love. Yet the greatest love we feel for those we value is nothing 
compared to the love that God expresses toward us. Consider the qualities of 
God’s love for us. 
 
1. God’s love always provides for those He loves. God’s love is not merely 

expressed in words but finds realization in actions. I John 4:9 clearly states 
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“By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.” 

2. God’s love always seeks the best for the one loved. The demonstration of this 
in I John 4:9 is clear. God knows what is best, is able to provide what is best, 
and can do no less than provide the best for the one loved. 

3. God’s love does not depend on how we respond to His love. He did not love 
us because we loved Him first, but expressed His love for us while we were 
still His enemies, even to the extend of providing salvation for us through 
the cross (I John 4:10). 

4. God does not love us because we deserve it. He loves us to the point of the 
ultimate sacrifice, the gift of His son, while we were still in our sins and had 
nothing in us to cause Him to love us (Romans 5:8). 

5. God’s love participates in the affliction of those He loves.1 He shares in the 
affliction of the people of Israel, as stated in Isaiah 63:9. 

 
All of these qualities of God’s love stem from His character because He is love. 
He always does for those He loves what is best in the light of eternity, no matter 
what the cost. And the cost to Him was His unique, only Son. 
 
These qualities are clearly expressed in Chester A. McCalley’s book, I Am: A 
Study of God's Revelation of Himself. 
 
 

                                            
1 McCalley, Chester A.,  I Am: A Study of God's Revelation of Himself, Pg 26 


