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Lesson 73 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 277 – A Little Slave Girl Helps Naaman 
Page 281 – Elisha’s Foolish Servant  
 
Memory Verse: Habakkuk 2:4b “…but the righteous will live by his faith.” 
NASB 
 
Scripture: II Kings 5:1-27 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 388 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Faith and Obedience 
 
Key Theme: Salvation 
 
1 – Salvation is a gift. 
2 – Salvation results from obedience to the gospel. 
3 – Any “addition” to belief negates the gift. 
 
The story of the little Israelite maidservant and Naaman, the army commander, 
is in itself an object lesson in the link between salvation and obedience. The 
words spoken by Elisha made the healing of Naaman a reality. All Naaman had 
to do was follow those words—do what he was told. Could Naaman have 
washed in one of the rivers in his own land? No. Naaman needed to realize that 
part of what he was told because he asked that very question, sarcastically.   
 
Ephesians 2:8 tells us that salvation is by faith; it is a gift from God. What one 
must do is believe. Just like Naaman had to wash in a specific river, the Jordan, 
we must believe a specific truth for salvation. 
 
Paul wrote in I Corinthians 15:3-4 exactly what this truth is that we should 
believe: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, 
and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” 
 
The object lesson in this story is that Naaman came to realize that what he had 
to do was something very simple. Just follow the words of Elisha and dip himself 



Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

in the Jordan River seven times. When he did what he was told, he was cured of 
leprosy. 
 
Salvation also comes from something very simple—“Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you will be saved (Acts 16:31).” In the Greek, this is an imperative, a 
command. If you do this, that is if you obey this command, salvation is the 
result. It is interesting that the term “obey the gospel” is used in 
II Thessalonians 1:8 and I Peter 4:17. 
 
The object lesson is continued when Naaman tries to offer Elisha a present. 
Elisha refuses the offer. This is in keeping with the nature of salvation. It is a 
gift, not something that can be purchased or earned. A gift that is purchased is 
no longer a gift. Likewise, anything that is done to earn a gift negates the gift. 
 
Notice that the gift of healing that was given to Naaman produced in Naaman 
belief in the One True God—II Kings 5:15  “…Behold, now I know that there 
is no God in all the earth, but in Israel….” 
 


