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Lesson 53 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 206 – Saul Becomes David’s Enemy 
Page 208 – Jonathan and Michal Save David’s Life 
Page 209 – Jonathan Warns David  
 
Memory Verse: Proverbs 17:17 “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is 
born for adversity.” NASB 
 
Scripture: I Samuel 17:55-20:42 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 6 David the Warrior 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 304-305 
 
Object Lesson: No object lesson. This lesson about friendship should have lots 
of opportunity to talk with the students about the subject. There are a couple of 
ideas in the Key Theme. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Christian Friendship 
 
Key Theme: A true friend is one whose thoughts are for the welfare of the 
befriended and will encourage the believer’s relationship to God. 
 
We see examples of friendship in the story of David’s life. Although not 
specifically called David’s friend, Jonathan’s relationship to David was certainly 
one of close friendship (See I Samuel 18:1-4). Later in David’s life, Hushai is 
referred to as a friend of David’s in II Samuel 15:37 and 16:16. What is a true 
friend? 
 
A friend values your relationship with God. Deuteronomy 13:6-8 presents a 
principle that must govern all of our human relationships—relatives, loved 
ones, or friends. No human relationship must ever be allowed to supersede our 
relationship to God. 
 
A friend values your life as much as their own. In John 15:13, Jesus tells us 
the ultimate in love for friends is measured by one’s willingness to give one’s life 
for his friends. Indeed, if we look at the example of David’s friend Hushai, we 
see that he was willing to risk his life for David by becoming a spy in the court  
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of Absalom during the time when Absalom was trying to take the kingdom away 
from David. 
 
A friend is not a commodity; there are few real friends. Proverbs 18:24 tells 
us that a man of many friends is broken in pieces, but there is one who loves 
who is closer than a brother. I knew a salesman who thought that because his 
customers were friendly to him, they were his friends. When he died, not only 
did these “friends” not help his widow, but some actually took advantage of her 
financially by taking the salesman’s samples with a promise to help her by 
finding someone to buy the samples. She never saw them again. The salesman 
had not learned the lesson of Proverbs 18:24. There are only a precious few 
friends. We should be wary of offering our friendship lightly. 
 
Wealth is not the basis for friendship. Proverbs 19:4, 6, and7 make this clear. 
Our salesman would probably now want to add a corollary to this:  a business 
friend is not a real friend. A real friend has no thought of “what’s in it for him.” 
It also seems apparent from these verses that money can pervert friendship. 
 
Friendship is proven in adversity. Job 6:14 and Proverbs 27:10 state this 
principle from the viewpoint of the one who is suffering. A friend will stay by 
your side even though you are facing adversity. 
 
A friend’s advice is good for us. Proverbs 27:6 and 9 make this point clear. 
 
Additional references for this topic: II Chronicles 20:7, Isaiah 41:8, and James 
2:23 all refer to Abraham as God’s friend. An awesome thought! John 15:13-15 
is a key passage about Jesus’ thoughts on His friendship with the disciples. 
 


