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Lesson 47 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 176 – Hannah Gives Samuel to the Lord 
Page 177 – God Speaks to Samuel  
 
Memory Verse: I Samuel 2:30b “…but now the Lord declares, ‘Far be it from 
Me—for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me will be 
lightly esteemed.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: I Samuel 1:1-3:18 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 5 Samuel 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 293 
 
Object Lesson: We honor others when we recognize and appreciate the 
significance of what they have done. Our society tends to honor politicians, 
sports heroes, and military heroes. For example, Toby, a ten year old 
quarterback on his football team, admired Joe Montana who is considered one 
of the best quarterbacks of all time in the NFL. Because Toby recognized how 
good Joe Montana was, He honored Joe in several ways when he met him at a 
football camp. First, he told Joe Montana how he admired his passing record in 
Super Bowls. Second, Toby asked Joe Montana for advice on how he could 
become a better football player. Third, he followed the advice by doing the 
things Joe said would make Toby a better quarterback. In the same way, we 
should honor God by understanding His greatness, thanking and recognizing 
God for His greatness in prayer, and by doing the things God commands us to 
do in Scripture. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Honoring the Lord 
 
Key Theme: We honor another by recognizing their worth, position, and 
accomplishments. God’s character, works, and position make Him worthy of our 
honor. 
 
In the Bible narrative of the life of Samuel, the word “honor” appears in 
Hannah’s song of praise (I Samuel 2:8) and twice in God’s words delivered to 
Eli, the high priest, through the man of God (I Samuel 2:29-30). Just what does 
the word “honor” mean? 
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The Hebrew word that is usually translated “honor” literally means “to be 
heavy.” The word is used in this manner in Job 6:3 and more figuratively in 
I Samuel 5:11 to describe God’s punishment as heavy. But the word is used to  
mean “honor” just as often: 
 

In Judges 4:9, Deborah tells Barak that the honor will not be his. Clearly, in 
this passage honor means recognition for military victory. 
 
I Chronicles 29:28 sums up David’s life as being full of days, riches, and 
honor. The phrase brings to our attention his long life, his wealth, and the 
high regard that people had for David. Again, the word “recognition” is 
appropriate for a synonym. 
 
Three passages that have antonyms for honor are also instructive as to the 
meaning of the word: Job 14:21 and Jeremiah 30:19 contrast honor with 
insignificance. Habakkuk 2:16 contrasts honor with disgrace. 
 

We can define honor to mean recognition for accomplishments or for position, 
having significance, being worthy rather than disgraced. 
 
We see in I Samuel 2:29-30 that Eli has honored his sons more than God. In 
this situation, Eli has allowed his sons to treat the sacrifices of the Israelites as 
insignificant—something for their personal gain rather than an offering to the 
Almighty—and Eli has done nothing to curb his sons’ activities. He has put his 
sons’ appetites above God’s laws concerning sacrifices. The man of God who 
speaks to Eli says that God will honor those who honor Him. To be honored by 
God should be something to be desired; and in this passage, it is a simple 
equation. God is to be recognized for His position, for who He is, for His 
immense significance. The result for the one who does this would then be 
recognition by God. Psalm 50:23 tells us that a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors 
God. Giving thanks to God recognizes God as the provider. Proverbs 14:31 tells 
us that being gracious to the needy honors God. Honor can be displayed in 
activities, but it can also be said that honor is a mental activity. This is the point 
of Isaiah 29:13. David’s prayer in I Chronicles 29:10-20 recognizes in verse 12 
that God is the ultimate source of honor. 
 
God gives us a commandment concerning honor in Exodus 20:12. This  
commandment is repeated throughout the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. It applies to everyone in that we all have a father and a mother. 
What does it mean to honor our father and mother? We recognize them for the 
position they have, for their accomplishments; we give significance to them—to 
their words and their wishes. We are thankful to them. 
 


