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Lesson 42 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 149 – The Israelites Forget God 
Page 150 – Ehud Judges Israel 
Page 153 – Deborah Leads Israel  
 
Memory Verse: Joshua 22:5 “Only be very careful to observe the 
commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded 
you, to love the Lord your God and walk in all His ways and keep His 
commandments and hold fast to Him and serve Him with all your heart and 
with all your soul.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Judges 1-5 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 5 The Judges 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 272-274 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
Ask half of the class to go into the hallway for just two minutes. While they are 
in the hall, teach the remaining children in the class a few key facts about a hero. 
This person could be a sports, political, war, or other heroic figure. Then have 
the children in the hall join the rest of the class.  
 
Now announce to the class there will be a quiz with prizes for everyone who 
knows facts about this hero. Pass out a paper with two or three questions about 
the hero. The children who were taught should know the answers and get prizes. 
The ones in the hall will not know the answers and will not get prizes.  
 
Explain to the children that if we are not taught about God, we can’t know about 
God. We go to church to be taught and learn about God. Parents also teach 
children about God. Because this was just an example of how we can’t know 
God without being taught, you should give the children in the hall the same 
prizes the ones who learned about the hero were given. This object lesson 
should help the children understand both the importance of learning what is 
taught and of parents taking time to teach their children truth. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Worship 
 
Key Theme: Worship, recognizing the worth of God, is possible only to the extent 
we know God. Knowing God’s Word, which reveals His character and works, 
makes worship possible. 
 
Judges 2:10 may well be one of the most chilling verses in the Old Testament 
for those of us who are Christian parents today. Judges. 2:10, “And all that 
generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another 
generation after them who did not know the LORD, nor yet the work which He 
had done for Israel.” As Christian parents, we know that if the Lord tarries, we 
will go the way of all flesh; we will die and leave our children to make their way 
in the world. It is a chilling thought that they would live in a world that does not 
know the Lord. 
 
How did this happen? How could the Israelites go from a people who 
worshiped the One True God to a people who did not know who He was? The 
answer to this question is found in the single word “know.” Notice in the verse 
that there are two objects of the verb “know.” They did not know the Lord nor 
did they know the work that the Lord had done for Israel. WHY? Because the 
parents had failed to teach their children.  
 
What does this have to do with worship? You can only worship a God you 
know. How do you know God? We worship the God who has revealed His 
works, His character, and His expectations in His Word. Although the 
Israelites did not have God’s Word as readily available as we do, God had put 
into place the yearly feasts at the tabernacle and had placed the Levites 
throughout the land to teach the people. Joshua had built memorials for 
reminders to the next generation. But the parents failed to pass on the 
knowledge to their children, and the children couldn’t worship what they didn’t 
know. 
 
Worship, by its very nature, must be based on knowledge. If you worship a god 
you have made up in your own mind, you are not worshiping the One True 
God but rather a god of your imagination—this is idolatry, and the verse in 
Judges supports this view. They did not know God or His works. 
 
When we learn who God is and we learn of His wondrous works and we believe 
His Word that tells us these things to be true, worship will be a natural result of 
this knowledge. Jesus tells us about worship in John 4:24, “God is spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” Our spirit will be 
involved, but truth is also involved. Charles Ryrie in his Basic Theology says in 
commenting on this verse, “Therefore, to worship in truth necessitates a 
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growing knowledge of the Word which will also increase our appreciation for 
the worth of the God we worship.” 
 
An example of this concept is in sports. We cannot be a fan of a team about 
which we know nothing at all. However, as we learn more about the team, we 
can become a more ardent fan.  
 
This lesson should have a twofold purpose: to encourage you, the parent-
teacher, and to remind us that YES, we could lose it all in one generation.  
 


