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Lesson 38 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 136 – Because Achen Stole 
Page 138 – Joshua Builds the Altar of God’s Law  
 
Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:30 “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they had been encircled for seven days.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Joshua 7-8, Deuteronomy 27-28 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 75-76 
 
Object Lesson: As in the case of Achan, sin affects others as well. If you wanted 
to have a small object lesson on this, bring a clear jar of water and some food 
coloring (green would be good since it is a darker color). When you put several 
drops of the food coloring in the water, compare them to particular sins, 
possibly lies, stealing, cheating, etc. Then note that the color spreads through 
the water affecting more and more of the water. This is what sin is like. The 
effects of sin spread just like the color spreads through the water. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Sin and Its Effects 
 
Key Theme: Sin allowed in one’s life, no matter how small, affects the entire life of 
the believer. 
 
You might want to refer to Barnhouse “Teaching the Word of Truth, course I, 
Lesson II. 
 
Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Ezekiel 18:4, “Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul 
of the son is Mine. The soul who sins will die.” 
 
Genesis 2:17, “but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 
 
It is obvious that the Bible teaches that sin leads to death. In addition, 
Ephesians 2:1-5 teaches that even though alive in the physical sense, we are 
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dead spiritually because of our sins. But the effects of sin go beyond the 
personal effect of spiritual and eventual physical death. Yes, each of us is 
spiritually dead because of sin until we believe that Jesus died on the cross for 
our sins 
 
In our story about Achan, it is obvious that his actions affected many more 
people than just Achan himself. The same is true with personal sins. The 
concept of how sin affects others is taught by Jesus in His observations about 
the sin of the Pharisees. The sin of the Pharisees is noted in Luke 12:1b 
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”  The warning uses 
the illustration of leaven. Anyone who has baked bread knows that leaven affects 
all of the dough, not just part of it. So the warning carries with it an implication 
that the hypocrisy of the Pharisees affects not only the Pharisees themselves, but 
also others with whom they have contact. This concept of how sinful actions 
and ideas can affect others is repeated in the New Testament. Look at 
I Corinthians 5:6—“Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump of dough?” See also Galatians 5:9. 
 
Sin has personal effects—we will all eventually die. And if we do not believe that 
Jesus died on the cross for our sins, we are spiritually dead already. 
 
 
 


