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Lesson 34 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 117 - Water at Meribah 
Page 118 - Troubles on the Way  
Page 120 - The Brass Serpent 
Page 121 - Victory for the Israelites 
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 106:32a “The also provoked Him to wrath at the waters 
of Meribah…” NASB 
 
Scripture: Numbers 20:1-29, 21:4-9, 21:12-22:2 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 5 The Promised Land 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 224-225 
 
Object Lesson: Sin has consequences. Suppose you get angry and break a dish 
on the floor. You recognize your sin and confess it. The dish remains broken. 
Confession is the right response, but confession does not remove 
consequences. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Forgiveness and Punishment 
 
Key Theme: Disobedience, though forgiven, always has consequences. 
 
Read carefully Numbers 20:8-11. Here we see Moses not obeying God’s 
command. Sure, Moses kind of obeyed; and we might say that Moses had every 
right to be irked at these complaining people, but he was not careful in obeying 
God’s command. Moses was told to speak to the rock. Instead he became angry 
and spoke to the people saying, “Shall we bring forth water for you out of this 
rock?” Then he struck the rock twice with the staff. Not the biggest sin we have 
ever heard of, is it? But God is teaching these people that He is holy and that He 
is their provider. Both Moses’ disobedience in striking the rock and his using 
the first person plural “we” detract from what God was doing with these people. 
 
Note that God’s address to Moses after this incident shows that forgiveness for 
his disobedience did not remove the punishment for the disobedience. This 
concept is one that we must come to understand if we are to understand God’s 
dealing with sin. The death of Christ on the cross has provided the forgiveness 
for all of the sins of all of humanity (John 1:29, I John 2:2), but every day there is 
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death in our world. Even Christians die. This is because while we are forgiven 
for our sins, the wages of sin is still death (Romans 6:23); and Romans 3:23 is 
still truthful in saying that “all have sinned.”  
 
Not only is the concept that forgiveness does not eliminate punishment true in 
the ultimate sense of physical death resulting from sin, it stands true in the 
Christian life as well. I John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” But 
even though we may be forgiven and cleansed, there is nothing in the verse that 
says our reproof or discipline has been taken away, too. Indeed, if you search 
the Bible for words such as reprove, reproof, and discipline, you will find that 
the Lord disciplines those He loves. Look at these passages: Proverbs 3:11-12, 
9:8, 12:1, 13:1, and especially Revelation 3:19, “those whom I love, I reprove 
and discipline….” It appears that we should want the Lord’s correction. We 
should look upon the Lord’s discipline as a sign that He loves us. Your own 
children love to be disciplined and corrected, right? Honestly, none of us do. 
But if you talk to the children, they will most likely understand the difference 
between the spoiled child who is never disciplined and the friends they have 
who are well-disciplined and fun to be around. Talk with them about this idea. 
Ask if they know others who won’t share, who are selfish, mean, or bullies. Are 
they fun to be with? What would change these kinds of children? See if the 
children know. They probably do! The example of the father who disciplines his 
child is used in God’s Word for good reason. We should all be able to 
understand this concept. 
 


