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Lesson 33 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 115 – Korah Rebels 
Page 117 – Aaron’s Rod  
 
Memory Verse: Psalm 106:32a “They also provoked Him to wrath at the 
waters of Meribah…” NASB 
 
Scripture: Numbers 16-17 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 222-223 
 
Object Lesson: When your parents send you to school, it is understood that you 
are to obey the teacher. If you disobey the teacher, who are you really 
disobeying? Your teachers have been placed in a position of authority over you 
since your parents send you to school to be taught by the teachers. When you 
disobey a teacher, you are really disobeying your parents. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: A Christian View of Leadership 
 
Key Theme: Disrespect or rebellion against our leaders, whether Divinely 
appointed or Divinely allowed, is disrespect and rebellion against God. 
 
When Korah and the others rebelled against the leadership of Moses, they were 
rebelling against God’s chosen leadership. In Numbers 16:3 they asked, “Why 
do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?” The answer to this 
question is found in Exodus 3:10 and confirmed by all the signs and wonders 
that God had empowered Moses to perform. Moses was not exalting himself. 
God had placed him in this position. Korah’s rebellion was not legitimate. 
Korah’s rebellion was against the leadership chosen by God. 
 
God is the sovereign ruler of all of creation. This fact is affirmed in Psalm 24:1 
and in many other places throughout the Bible. God taught this to the most 
powerful king in the world in Daniel 4 and 5 (see especially 4:17, 25, 32 and 
5:21). God made it clear to Kings Saul and David that they were chosen by Him 
to be King of Israel (I Samuel 10:1 and 16:1). God had placed Joseph as ruler of 
Egypt (Genesis 45:8). Because God is the sovereign over the rulers of the earth, 
the Law of Moses contained the command in Exodus 22:28, “You shall not 
curse God nor curse a ruler of your people.” In Colossians 1:16 this point is 
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made clear, “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.” 
 
For Christians, we are not bound to follow the Law of Moses; but this principle 
of honoring our leaders is applied to us. Look first at Romans 13:1-7. Here we 
see that God is sovereign over the rulers of the earth. The Christian’s 
relationship to government is clearly outlined here. We, as Americans whose 
law allows us to question our leaders, may find the teaching of Romans to be a 
little unsettling or restrictive. Nonetheless, this same concept is repeated in I 
Timothy 2:2 and I Peter 2:13-17. We also have an obligation to pray for our 
government leaders (I Timothy 2:1-3).  
 
An important point must be made about leadership, however. In Acts 4:18-20 
Peter and John are commanded by the Jewish leaders: “And when they had 
summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said to them, ‘Whether it is 
right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the 
judge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard.’ ” Peter and 
John were being disobedient to the leadership, but their answer reflects their 
willingness to suffer the consequences of their disobedience. Illegitimate 
demands by leadership are to be treated as illegitimate. We may pay dearly for 
our disobedience, or God may spare us; but God is sovereign over the leaders, 
and we can expect Him to hold the leaders accountable. This may be a difficult 
thing for free men and women to accept because in the laws of the United 
States, we have the right to demand change. Regardless of what recourse we 
may have, however, it is best not forgotten who the Sovereign is; it is to Him we 
address our prayers and from Him we receive the answers. 
 

 
 


