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Lesson 31 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 109 – The Second Passover 
Page 110 – Quail for a Complaining People  
 
Memory Verse: Numbers 11:23 “And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Is the LORD’S 
power limited? Now you shall see whether My word will come true for you or 
not.’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Numbers 9-12 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 219-220 
 
Object Lesson: Ask the class if any of them has ever asked their dad or mom 
for something. Yes, we all have. Sometimes we get what we ask for, and 
sometimes we might not. But we always get an answer when we ask, don’t we? 
 
It’s the same with God, our Heavenly Father. Whenever we ask Him for 
something, we get an answer. It may be yes, it may be no, or it may be wait; but 
we will get an answer. Look at Matthew 7:9-11. Here Jesus tells us that our 
Heavenly Father will give us good things when we ask. 
 
God wants us to ask for things and believe that He will answer us. He will 
answer. It may not always be the answer we want, just like with your mom and 
dad who don’t always give the answer you want; but the nice thing about God’s 
answers is that they are always good. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: Asking for the Lord’s Help 
 
Key Theme: No matter how well or poorly we state our prayers, God always knows 
what we need and the proper supply of that need. 
 
In Numbers 11:10-15 we see one of the most astonishing prayers. Moses has 
had it with these people. One can’t really blame Moses for the emotions he 
expresses. The astonishing thing is how honest he is with God. Notice that he is 
not suicidal because he asks God to take his life. He makes no threat about his 
own life. There is tacit acknowledgment here that God is in control of his life. 
In verse 10, God is angry and Moses sees the people’s complaints as evil. Moses 
talks to the Lord; and in his emotional words is an underlying plea for help. The 
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obvious lesson for us is that it is not wrong to reveal our emotions to God. In 
fact, this may be one of the healthiest things we can do in our prayer life. And 
notice how God answers Moses in Numbers 11:16-23. There is no reprisal for 
his emotional outcry. There is help in handling the burden of these people, and 
there is an answer to the complaints of the people. It is kind of neat that God 
lets Moses tell the complainers that they will get what they want until they are 
sick of it! 
 
This principle of seeking God’s help is found throughout the Bible. Examples 
are found in Psalms and in the lives of the prophets. Look at Psalm 5:1-3, 7:1-2, 
13:1ff, 43:1ff; the examples are numerous. See also I Kings 18:37 and 19:10 for 
an example of a prophet who asks for God’s help. 
 
Jesus taught us a great deal about asking for God’s help. Look at Matthew 7:9-
11. In this passage, Christ teaches that our asking is as simple as that of a son 
asking his father for food to eat. 
  
It is presented clearly in Philippians 4:6-7. “Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” In this 
passage we see the answer to prayer is not spelled out as being what was asked 
for, but the answer is the peace of God that transcends all understanding. This is 
what happened in the situation with Moses. God did not grant Moses’ request 
for death, but He gave Moses help. To the Christian, the promise is peace. 
Note the three elements in the prayer, which God promises to answer:  
 
1. Prayer - this word refers to prayer in all of its facets (thanksgiving, praise, 
worship, requests, talking with our Heavenly Father)   
 
2. Supplication - this word would be better translated “petition” and refers to 
that aspect of prayer which consists of formal, specific, and repeated pleas or 
appeals   
 
3. Thanksgiving - there is an element of humility in giving thanks, but most 
important is acknowledging God as the source of all for which we give thanks. 
Although these elements of prayer are described in this passage, the result that 
comes from prayer is the teaching being presented: the peace of mind that will 
guard your hearts and souls in Christ Jesus. One might say this is the key to 
Christian mental health. 
 


