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Lesson 23 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 82 – “Let My People Go”  
 
Memory Verse: Isaiah 19:1b “…The idols of Egypt will tremble at His 
presence, and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Exodus 7:25-10:29 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 4 Deliverance 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 54-58 
 
Object Lesson: The Egyptians worshiped a great many gods. Among them were 
dogs and cats. Ask the students if they have a pet dog or cat. If so, then ask them 
who controls who—do they control their pets, or do their pets control them. 
Pets are powerless to bring about any change for their owners, but the owners 
can bring about great change for their pets. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Power Over the Idols of Egypt 
 
Key Theme: The Egyptians had many gods in their society. The plagues attacked 
these so-called gods to demonstrate the God of Israel was the one true God, superior 
to all of the Egyptian gods. 
 
As we look at each of the plagues that Moses announced to Pharaoh, we see that 
the deities and practices of the Egyptian religion are addressed. The Egyptians 
had a huge pantheon of deities. Look at Exodus 7:5, “The Egyptians shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the 
sons of Israel from their midst.” The Egyptians worshiped gods who were not 
gods but were part of the Lord’s creation and their own imaginations. It was 
God’s stated intent to make them know that He is Lord. This same intent is 
stated also in Exodus 7:17, 8:22, 14:4, and 14:18. In Exodus 10:2 the Lord states 
that He is making a mockery of the Egyptians. 
 
1 - The Nile was central to the Egyptian religion. Note that Pharaoh went down 
to the Nile every morning, for the Lord tells Moses to meet Pharaoh as he goes 
down to the water. This was not a “morning constitutional”; rather there was 
religious significance to this assembly on the Nile. The Nile was viewed as the 
source of life in the Egyptian religion; and with this first plague, the Nile will not 
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even support life, as shown by the dead fish. Osiris was the god of the Nile, 
Kuhum the guardian of the Nile. Hapi was the spirit of the Nile, and Sebek was 
the crocodile god. 
 
2 - After the Nile receded from its annual flooding, the frogs became abundant 
each year and were viewed by the Egyptians as a symbol of fertility. However, in 
this plague the swarms of frogs so overran the land that the frogs were onerous 
to the people. This plague would have mocked the god Hapi and the gods of 
fertility, Osiris, Isis, Horus, and Min. 
 
3 - The Egyptian priests were meticulous about their personal cleanliness. They 
even shaved all of the hair off their bodies. This plague deprived them of their 
cleanliness. It also mocked the deity of the Nile that left behind the rich, fertile 
silt each year after the annual flood. It was from this silt that the gnats came. 
This, too, would have mocked the aforementioned gods of fertility. 
 
4 - The Egyptian deity Uatchit was manifested by a type of fly. Khepra, the 
“father of the gods,” was characterized by the scarab beetle. 
 
5 - The Egyptian priesthood kept a special bull as part of the religious 
observances. This “Apsis Bull” was sacred and was thought to have healing 
powers. Hathor was the goddess of love and beauty and was depicted as a cow. 
 
6 - This plague would also have struck at the Egyptian priesthood’s cleanliness 
requirements. Serapis was their god of healing. Imhotep was the god of 
medicine and the guardian of healing sciences. There was a sect of priests called 
the Sachet, which were doctors and veterinary surgeons. A goddess called 
Sekhemet was believed to have the power to start and stop epidemics. This 
plague would, of course, have proven all of these to be powerless. 
 
7 - This plague destroyed much of the crops of Egypt. Isis and Seth were 
thought to have power over the crops, and Qetesh and Reshpu were believed to 
have power over storms. A goddess called Nut was the sky deity. 
 
8  - This plague would have finished off the crops that the hail had not harmed. 
Isis and Osiris, as well as Horus were the gods of fertility and fruitfulness. Note 
also that Pharaoh is deified in Egypt, but in Exodus 10:7 Pharaoh’s servants 
begin to question his wisdom. 
 
9 - The major god of Egypt was Ra (sometimes you will see this deity referred to 
as Re). Ra was the sun god. Menut and Khepra were two deities said to be seen 
in the rising sun. And the god Atmu was manifested in the setting sun. 
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10 - The last plague struck at the entire Egyptian pantheon. Min was the god of 
procreation; Isis was the goddess of fruitfulness. Meskhemet was the goddess of 
birth; and Hathor, the goddess of love, was said to be an attendant at births 
along with Nekhbet, a protecting goddess of birth. Ptah was the god of creation 
and was believed to hold the scepter of life. Most importantly, Pharaoh’s own 
claim to deity was mocked inasmuch as his first-born was to be the next 
Pharaoh. 
 


