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Lesson 21 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 75 – Moses Becomes a Shepherd 
Page 76 – Moses and the Burning Bush  
 
Memory Verse: Exodus 3:14 “And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’; 
and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has sent me to 
you.” ’ ” NASB 
 
Scripture: Exodus 2:11-25, Exodus 3-4 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 4 Moses 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lesson 52 
 
Object Lesson: A good object lesson to teach holiness is to have a perfectly 
clean, white handkerchief. Show it to the children and let them see how spotless 
it is and how perfectly white and clean it is. Explain that if this handkerchief is 
to be kept clean and spotless, it cannot be put near anything dirty. We cannot 
touch it with dirty hands or let it fall on the floor; otherwise it will get dirty. 
Holiness is like this. Holiness cannot get close to sin or anything that is bad or 
wrong. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God Is Self-existent and Holy 
 
Key Theme: God is self-existent and as such needs nothing outside of Himself to 
sustain Himself. God’s holiness not only points out His perfect righteousness but His 
lack of sin brings about separation from anything that is not free from sin. 
 
When God speaks to Moses, there are two of His perfections that are revealed 
in the discourse at the burning bush. 
 
In Exodus 3:13-14 Moses asks God, “ ‘Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, 
and I shall say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” Now they 
may say to me, “What is His name?” What shall I say to them?’ And God said to 
Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM….’ ” 
 
The name of God that is translated I AM is the Hebrew word YHWH 
(Yahweh). It comes from the Hebrew word that we translate “to be.” By this 
name, God is revealing His self-existence. God does not need anything beyond 
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or beside Himself. We are not like that. We must have air, food, water, shelter, 
things that are all part of God’s creation. God existed before creation. He didn’t 
need anything before creation. He has always existed; God needs none of His 
creation to sustain Himself. This is an immense doctrine and probably 
impossible to fully grasp. Ask the class to think about the things they need to get 
through life. Ask if they MUST have a TV, electronic games, a phone, candy, 
etc. Narrow it down to what they MUST have—food, drink, shelter (clothes), 
air. Love is pretty important, too. But God doesn’t need anything. He is self-
existent. 
 
When Moses comes near the burning bush, God tells him, “Do not come near 
here, remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing 
is holy ground.” 
 
What does it mean when we say that God is Holy? It means that God is separate 
from all that is unclean and evil and that He is positively pure and thus distinct 
from all others. An analogy would help. What does it mean to be healthy? It is 
the absence of illness, but there is also a positive infusion of energy.* 
 
God teaches us that He is holy. Leviticus 11:44-45; Psalm 99:3, 5, 9; Habakkuk 
1:12 
 
 
*Definitions from Basic Theology, Charles C. Ryrie c1986 


