
Beth Haven Church Sunday School Series 

 Beth Haven Church 2006 

Lesson 18 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 66 – Joseph’s Family Moves to Egypt  
 
Memory Verse: Genesis 45:8 “Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me 
here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his 
household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Genesis 45:25-50:26 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 3 Joseph the Ruler 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 11-13 
 
Object Lesson: See comments under lesson 17 object lesson. This may also 
present an opportunity to discuss primary versus secondary cause. Rain is a 
good example. We can talk about how the weatherman tries to explain why it 
might rain in a particular area, with approaching fronts, etc. (secondary cause). 
Or, we can look at the rain as being caused by God (primary cause) to give us 
the water we need to stay alive. 
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Sovereignty Shown in Joseph’s Life 
 
Key Theme: God controls the present and future events through us. 
 
When we look at the Book of Genesis, we see that God had prophesied the 
events that followed after Joseph’s life. Look at the prophesy of Genesis 15:13. 
God told Abraham that his descendants would be enslaved; and as we have 
learned previously, God has a plan. Since He had told Abraham what a part of 
the plan was, there would come a time when this part of the plan would be 
worked out. As Joseph lived his life, he trusted God. As far as we can tell from 
the story of Joseph’s life, he never became bitter about the circumstances that 
befell him; nor did he become angry with God or blame God for the 
misfortunes that came his way. He simply lived his life in obedience and trust, 
and God used Joseph to carry out His plan for the descendants of Abraham. 
 
Through each event of Joseph’s life, God was carrying out His plan. As Joseph 
lived his life, he undoubtedly had NO idea that the nation of Israel would grow 
in Egypt, be enslaved in fulfillment of Genesis 15:13, and eventually be used in 
Exodus to show the awesome power of our Heavenly Father. But Joseph’s life 
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was used by God to make this part of His plan unfold. The important thing to 
remember is that Joseph played a major role in God’s plan, and all that Joseph 
contributed was a trusting and obedient life. 
 
This lesson is a major point that each of us as Christians needs to understand, 
and we should try to ensure that our Sunday School children understand this 
concept. We are not given any revelation from God about what our careers 
should be, who our friends will be, if we should marry and to whom, and so on. 
But we are given a manual called God’s Word, the Bible; and this is to be 
learned and applied. Then decisions about the “big” things in life can be made 
in prayer and with wisdom. We may never know what God has done with us. 
Joseph didn’t fully understand the role he played in the preservation and 
formation of Israel, but we know that God used Joseph in a major way. Joseph 
had some understanding of this, and he said in Genesis 45:7-8, “And God sent 
me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive 
by a great deliverance. Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but 
God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt.” He could see God’s hand in his life, and any of 
us who live in obedience to God’s Word may also see God’s hand in our lives. 
But we most likely WON’T see it beforehand! 


