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Lesson 16 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 56 - Joseph, A Ruler in Egypt 
Page 59 - Joseph’s Dreams Come True  
 
Memory Verse: Genesis 39:2a “And the Lord was with Joseph, so he became a 
successful man.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Genesis 41-42 
 
Teaching Resource: 
 Old Testament Overview Section 3 Joseph the Ruler 
 Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 5-6 
 
Object Lesson: No special object lesson.  
 
Doctrinal Emphasis: God’s Means of Revelation 
 
Key Theme: God communicates to us in many ways. 
 
We want to present the several means that our Heavenly Father has used to 
reveal His Word to us. God has revealed His Word to mankind over time in a 
progressive manner, as noted in Hebrews 1:1-2, “God, after He spoke long ago 
to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last 
days has spoken to us in His Son….” The “many portions” means that God’s 
revelation has been progressive in nature. God didn’t give mankind His Word 
all at once. Let’s look at the “many ways.” 
 
First of all, here we will be limiting ourselves to consideration of “special 
revelation” in contrast to “general revelation.” General revelation has been 
available to all men for all time. God’s creation speaks of an awesome designer. 
There seems to be a nearly universal desire in mankind to seek some higher 
order, something divine, an ultimate cause of some sort. In these ways and 
possibly others, God is revealed to mankind in a general but not specific 
manner. Special revelation, by contrast, is not necessarily given to all people. 
Special revelation reveals specific aspects of God’s will; it is generally known as 
God’s Word. Following are examples of special revelation: 
 
•Direct Speech - God spoke directly to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, to 
Cain in Genesis 4. Apparently God spoke directly to Abraham several times—
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Genesis 12:1-3, 15:13, and 17:1-21. Other examples of direct speech would 
include God’s conversations with Moses in Exodus and with Job in chapter 38 
and following in the book of Job. 
 
•The Lot - Examples of the lot being used to communicate the mind of God are 
found in Proverbs 16:33 and Leviticus 16:8-9. 
 
•The Urim and Thummim - These were evidently precious stones kept in the 
pouch of the High Priest’s breastplate, cf. Exodus 28:15-30. They are used in 
Numbers 27:21 and mentioned in I Samuel 28:6 and Ezra 2:63. 
 
•Dreams - This might seem to us to be a strange way to receive God’s Word 
since it is a common experience. But then, speech is also a common experience; 
and when God spoke to men, they had no doubt that they were spoken to by 
God Himself. It would also be clear to the dreamer that a particular dream was 
of the Lord. Dreams seem to emphasize what is heard from God. Examples of 
dreams include Genesis 20:3-7, 31:11-13, and 24. 
 
•Visions - Visions seem to emphasize what is seen from God. The recipient of 
the vision is more involved in the vision than the dreamer is in his dream. See 
Isaiah 1:1, 6:1; Ezekiel 1:3; Genesis 15:1. 
 
•Theophanies - These are appearances of the Angel of the Lord who 
communicated divine messages. Examples include Genesis 16:7-14, 18:1-33; 
Exodus 3:2; Zechariah 1:7ff. 
  
•Angels - The words our Bible translates as “angels,” from both the Greek and 
Hebrew, literally mean messengers. It would be an obvious assumption that 
messengers of God would bring messages from God. Examples of this are 
numerous in the Bible and include Daniel 9:20-21; Luke 1:8-38, 2:9-15; 
Revelation 1:1. A rather neat reference to a messenger is Revelation 19:17 
where the messenger is talking to birds. 
 
•The Prophets - Both Old Testament prophets (II Samuel 23:2, Zechariah 1:1) 
and New Testament prophets (Ephesians 3:5) brought God’s Word to mankind. 
These prophets were given God’s message and were expected to communicate 
His Word with authority. 
 
•Events - According to Micah 6:1-5, the delivery of Israel from Egypt, the 
Exodus, showed the righteous acts of God. Acts of judgment show who God is, 
as we see in Ezekiel 25:7. 
 
•Jesus Christ - In many places Jesus, our Savior, is said to show us who God 
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is—John 1:14, 2:11, 3:2, 7:46, 14:9; Matthew 16:17; Romans 5:8. 
 
•The Bible - The one thing that the Bible says over and over is that it is the 
Word of God. It is only a partial revelation of who God is, but it is all that God 
has said about Himself, other than the general revelation mentioned earlier. 
 
 


