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Lesson 11 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 39 – Esau Sells His Birthright  
Page 40 – Isaac and the Wells 
 
Memory Verse: Genesis 28:15a “And behold, I am with you, and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land…” NASB 
  
Scripture: Genesis 25:19-34, Genesis 26 
 
Teaching Resource:  
 Old Testament Overview Section 3 Jacob 

Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 131-132 
 
Object Lesson: Two Kinds of Promises 
Review with the class what a covenant is—a promise. Use the following to 
illustrate to them what a conditional and unconditional promise is.  
 
Imagine your mother says to you, “If you clean your room, I will give you a nice 
chocolate brownie.” If you want that chocolate brownie, what will you have to 
do? You will have to clean your room. If you don’t clean your room, will you get 
the brownie? No, you won’t because this promise requires that you do 
something. This promise has two parts. Your part is to clean your room. Your 
mother’s part is to give you the brownie when you have cleaned your room. 
 
Now imagine your mother says to you, “This morning I will take you to the 
zoo.” How many parts are there to this promise? Just one. Your mother has 
promised to take you to the zoo. Did she tell you to do anything? No. 
 
The difference between these two promises is that the first one required you to 
do something. The second did not require you to do anything. When God made 
the promise to Abraham, did He require Abraham to do anything? No. God’s 
promise to Abraham was like your mother’s promise to take you to the zoo. 
God promised to give Abraham three things but did not ask Abraham to do 
anything first. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: The Covenant Renewed 
 
Key Theme: God always keeps His promises. 
 
Review the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 12:1-3. Remind the class that this 
covenant promised Abraham three things: Land, Nation, and Blessing. The land 
was the Promised Land of Canaan. It was real property. The nation was the 
descendants of Abraham—his grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and all of 
their children and their descendants. The blessing had several aspects. God 
would bless Abraham’s descendants by revealing His truth through them; and 
God would bless all the nations of the world by bringing the Savior, the 
Messiah, to the world through Abraham’s descendants.  
 
In Genesis 26:3-5, God renewed the covenant with Isaac. Notice again, all three 
parts of the covenant are renewed—land, nation, and blessing. 
 
God renewed the covenant He made with Abraham again in Genesis 28:13-15. 
This time the covenant is renewed with Jacob. The context of this renewal is 
Jacob’s leaving the land to find a wife. God renews all three aspects of the 
covenant—land, nation, and blessing—but God also promises to be with Jacob, 
an assurance that is needed by Jacob as he leaves the land and goes far away 
from home. 
 
It is important to note that in neither of the renewals of the covenant are there 
any conditions put upon the covenant. These are unconditional promises. 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will have the land, the nation, and the blessing. 
Nothing is required of them. Although not a stated requirement, it is interesting 
to note that they all believed God and believed His promise. God had told them 
and they believed Him, and we know that God will keep this promise. Israel will 
occupy the land He promised, and all nations of the world have been blessed by 
the Savior, Jesus Christ. God keeps His promises. 
 
 


