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Lesson 9 
 
Egermeier’s Story: 
 
Page 33 – Abraham Offers Isaac  
Video: Abraham and Isaac 
 
Memory Verse: Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” NASB 
 
Scripture: Genesis 22:1-19 
 
Teaching Resource:  
 Old Testament Overview Section 3 Isaac 

Bible Study Guide for All Ages Lessons 128-129 
 
Object Lesson:  
If your mother is going to make an apple pie, she will first get all the things 
together needed to make the pie—flour, shortening, sugar, apples, and spices. 
What if she discovers that she doesn't have apples? Can she substitute 
something else? She could make a peach pie by substituting peaches for the 
apples, or she could make a blueberry pie by substituting blueberries. What if 
she decided to substitute rocks? That wouldn't work, would it? No, because the 
substitute must be a similar kind of thing. In this case, the substitute would 
need to be some kind of fruit. 
 
Sometimes when we are playing a sport, we see the idea of a substitute. Let’s 
pretend you have just finished playing softball. You have your softball uniform 
on, your baseball cap, your baseball glove and shoes. You and your friend decide 
to stop by the football field to watch a football game. As you are watching, the 
quarterback is tackled and gets hurt. The team needs someone to take the 
quarterback’s place. They need a substitute. The coach needs someone who is a 
football player. He won't come over and grab you and put you into the game. 
Football players don’t wear baseball caps and use baseball gloves. You are not 
the same kind of player. Substitutes have to be the same kind. 
 
We will see in the story of Abraham and Isaac that God provides a substitute for 
Isaac by providing a ram. How is the ram the same as Isaac? The ram has blood, 
just like we have blood. The ram has life and will die without its blood, just like 
we would. So in this instance, the ram made a good substitute. 
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Doctrinal Emphasis: Substitution 
 
Key Theme: The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, is the only substitute that can take 
man’s place and satisfy God’s justice and holiness. 
 
A substitute is a person or thing that serves or takes the place of another. Take 
some time to talk with the class about the concept of a substitute. Some of them 
may be familiar with a substitute in team sports or theatre. Others may have 
heard the word used when ordering from a menu. Be sure they understand the 
meaning of the word. 
 
First, make sure the children understand that everyone has sinned in one way or 
another. Remind them of Romans 3:23. Everyone has not only sinned, but no 
one is as good as God  
 
Now talk with the class about why there were sacrifices in the Old Testament. 
God used sacrifices as a sort of object lesson. God wanted to make the 
connection between sin and death. Death was the result of sin. Whenever a 
person sinned, they would offer a sacrifice to God. The sacrifice would 
substitute for the punishment that the sinner deserved. The sacrifice was a 
substitute for the death of the person who had sinned. But there was no sacrifice 
that could pay for future sins, only for sins they had already done 
 
When Jesus begins His ministry, John the Baptist says about Jesus, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29).” The Baptist 
understood that Jesus would be the sacrifice who would act as a substitute for 
those who did deserve punishment for sins even though He did not deserve to 
die for sins. Because Jesus was perfect and without sin, His sacrifice took care 
not only of the sins that all people had committed, but all the sins that people 
would commit—all the sins past and future  
 
We are all sinners and deserve to be punished for our sins, but Jesus took our 
place. He took our punishment. Jesus is our substitute. 
 
Talk about how God provided a substitute for Isaac when He put the ram in the 
bushes. Abraham then sacrificed the ram instead of Isaac. God has provided a 
substitute for us. Jesus took our punishment. 
 


