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Part 2
Inspiring Inspiration



HOW DID WE GET HERE?

The I-75/85 Connector is 14 lanes of highway that physically divide the 
city. When the highway opened in 1947, it was made up of a city grid, but 
as Atlanta grew, the highway was widened multiple times to keep up with 
traffic demand. In the process, the number of east-west cross streets has 

been significantly reduced. The Midtown Connector Transportation 
Improvement Project would modernize the Connector by repairing traffic 
and safety problems, as well as by reintroducing a series of cross streets 

and replacing environmental features that were lost, through the creation of 
a proposed deck park over the highway.
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INSPIRATION

As we take a look back at this aerial 
view of Atlanta from the 1800s, it 

shows Georgia Tech as a single 
building (yellow circle) on the hill 

along North Avenue, and Midtown as 
a series of elegant homes along 

Peachtree Street (blue oval). The site 
of the proposed deck park 

(highlighted in green), is shown as 
rolling pasture with Tanyard Creek 

running through it. Our vision for the 
park would be to recall the land and 

water of this Piedmont landscape 
and recapture the character in the 

park.



INSPIRATION

Map of Atlanta in 1940 Map of 1947 plan for 
interstate highway 

network



INSPIRATION

Aerial photo of 
connector in 1960

Aerial view of 
connector 2020. 



Brooklyn-Queens Expressway



Brooklyn-Queens Expressway



I-35 Extension – Duluth, Minn.



I-35 Extension – Duluth, Minn.



I-35 Extension – Duluth, Minn.



Moll de la Fusta - Barcelona



Moll de la Fusta - Barcelona



Moll de la Fusta - Barcelona



Millennium Park – Chicago



High Line – New York City



Rose Kennedy Greenway - Boston



Rose Kennedy Greenway - Boston



Rose Kennedy Greenway - Boston



Klyde Warren Park - Dallas



Klyde Warren Park - Dallas



Complete Streets



Parallel Tunnels



INSPIRATION

Atlanta is known as a city in the forest because of its pervasive  tree 
canopy, washing over the neighborhoods and enveloping them in shade. 

We are interested in continuing that canopy in the deck park.



Tree Canopy

Tree canopy is a key part of 
our vision for the park, with 
lots of shade for comfort and 

absorption of carbon from the 
atmosphere



Topography

Piedmont topography is a 
signature of the Atlanta region 
and we want to echo that with 

rolling hills in the park



Brevard Fault

We learned that the Atlanta region is 
home to the Brevard Fault, a 600-mile-

long rift formed by the collision and 
release of the African and North  

American continents millions of years 
ago. This is clearly visible today at the 

palisades of the Chattahoochee River in 
Buckhead. We were inspired by  that to 
imagine a pair of stone walls with water 
falling down them, symbolizing the two 
continents and creating an immersive 

place for contemplation  in the city.



Granite Outcrops

The granite outcrops that shape the 
landscape of southern North Georgia 
include Arabia Mountain and Panola 

Mountain. We are intrigued by the idea of 
creating a granite monolith for small 

gatherings and grounding the park. Given 
the location in the heart of the tech 

community, we are drawn to the idea of a 
man-made version of that natural feature, in 

the form of a geodesic dome of granite.



Geometry of Nature

We looked at the geometry of nature 
throughout the region. In water, leaves, 

rocks and clouds we see shapes and 
patterns. We are interested in bringing 

natural patterns into the park in the form of 
pathways, play areas, paving and plantings.



Natural Patterns

The images shown here are mathematical 
formulas that result in natural-feeling 

patterns. These spiral and circular whorls 
prevalent throughout the region have 

been used by designers for centuries to 
create memorable landscapes.  We would 
introduce the patterns to also make the 

park feel comfortable, fun and familiar as 
a natural experience. We envision playful 

experiences emulating a multitude of 
land and water forms from seasonal 
pools to temporary rain streams to 

coastal beaches.



Biomorphic Approach

For buildings in the park, we believe that 
we should apply a biomorphic approach to 
the form and materials of the  architecture. 

Biomorphic means patterns of living 
organisms in nature. This typically reflects 
fractal geometries. We  are interested in a 

fusion of architecture and landscape so that 
the boundaries between them is blurred 

and they are  seen as one.



Outdoor Event Space



Central Pavilion



Outdoor Amphitheater



Serpentine Trail
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Coming Up Next: Part 3 – Free to Move


