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Lakemary Center 

Food Program – Unpaid Meal Charges 

 

Lakemary will establish a charge account for students paying full or reduced price for meals.  All 
families are encouraged to complete an application for the Kansas meal program. 

There is no limit to the amount of charges a student may place on the account; however any 
account which is not kept solvent is subject to review.  It is Lakemary’s policy that no student 
will be denied a meal based on either their current charge balance or ability to pay.  Lakemary 
values each student and will not overtly identify students with charge balances owed or 
insufficient funds.  
 
The Accounting department will send a monthly statement to the student’s financially 
responsible party, such as the parent(s) or guardian(s), for all accounts with a balance due.  It is 
the parent(s) or guardian(s) responsibility to provide funding for a student’s full or reduced 
price meals.  If charges remain outstanding for more than 60 days, Lakemary will utilize other 
contact methods such as phone, email or personal letter to alert the responsible party of the 
obligation.  Outstanding obligations do not end at the conclusion of a school term. 
 
Accounts which are overdue by more than 30 days are considered past due and accounts which 
are overdue as of the date of discharge are considered bad debt for the purposes of federal law 
concerning unpaid meal charges.  Lakemary reviews outstanding meal charges on a quarterly 
basis and considers the likelihood of collection.  Charges which are determined to be 
uncollectible are not expensed to the food service fund.  Lakemary reserves the right to utilize a 
collection agency for unpaid meal charges following discharge.  Any costs related to collection 
efforts are not charged to the food service fund. 
 
Payments for school meals may be made at the school or via mail to the Accounting 
department.  Parents and guardians of students are encouraged to prepay meal costs. 
 
Lakemary will provide a copy of this unpaid meal charges policy to all households at or before 
the start of school each year and to families and students that transfer into Lakemary at the 
time of transfer.  The terms of this policy will also be communicated to all Lakemary staff 
responsible for enforcing any aspect of the policy at the beginning of each school year.  Records 
of how and when it is communicated to households and staff will be retained. 
 


