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Even in paradise, one needs to be mindful
of what’s underfoot
AMPHIBIANS, REPTILES AND THEIR
HABITATS IN SABINO CANYON
by David Wentworth Lazaroff,
Philip C. Rosen, Charles H. Lowe, Jr.
University of Arizona Press

a 501(c)(3) charitable organization • www.sabinocanyon.org

HISTORIC ROCKWORK PROJECT

NOW AVAILABLE in the Sabino Canyon
Visitor Center Bookstore!

Thanks to your generous support, we have
raised three-quarters of the $37,000 needed
to match a federal grant for the
restoration of Sabino Canyon’s depression-era
stone bridges and other historic
rockwork. However, we still need to raise
$9,000 to complete our funding for
this project.

MUSIC IN THE CANYON
DECEMBER 2005. . .

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
December 8, 2006!

Other Recently Funded Projects:
A detailed program will be mailed to current members of Friends
of Sabino Canyon in September and info will also be posted online at:
www.sabinocanyon.org

The musical entertainment featured
Music in the Canyon regulars the
Tucson Arizona Boys Chorus, the
Shadz Utterback Alumni Band and
the Desert Sons, and newcomers
Dale Clark and 4 Corners. We were
delighted to welcome back Alan
Michaels from COOL 1450 AM as our
Master of Ceremonies, as well as a
special appearance by Santa Claus.

Mark your calendar!

The 12th Annual

Music in
the Canyon
Friday, Dec. 8th
5-9PM

If you would be available to
volunteer, or would like to
donate a silent auction item,
please email us at
friends@sabinocanyon.org
or call us at 520-749-1900.
Interested in Taking
YOuR Support to
Another Level?

We will be celebrating National Public Lands Day on Sept. 30 with our
Annual Meeting and a host of activities for all the family!
Highlights will include:
- a presentation by Kathy Makansi, archeologist for the Coronado
National Forest, on Sabino Canyon’s depression-era bridges and other
historic rockwork and the recent restoration projects funded by
Friends of Sabino Canyon;
- a tour of some of the restored rockwork;
- the unveiling of our latest hand-painted tile friezes;
- a volunteer project to remove buffelgrass and
other invasive plant species.

Volunteer coordinator
Krista Neis, storyteller
Barbara Cain, and
volunteers from
Friends of Sabino Canyon,
Sabino Canyon Volunteer
Naturalists and
the Forest Service.

Music in the Canyon 2005 was
attended by nearly 3,000 people, and
thanks to generous donations, silent
auction bids, and food court
purchases, raised over $13,000.

Can you help? Please return your
donation in the enclosed envelope, or make
your donation via our website:
www.sabinocanyon.org

FRIENDS OF SABINO CANYON ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday - SEPTEMBER 30 at 10 AM
SABINO CANYON VISITOR CENTER

SPECIAL THANKS
to major sponsor,
Diamond Ventures, and all
our performers, sponsors
and silent auction donors.
To Parties Plus, Loews
Ventana Canyon, Malone
Meat Supply, Eegees,
Sara Lee, Coffee Xchange
and Trader Joe’s for the
donation of food and
supplies. City of Tucson
Parks and Recreation for
use of their bleachers.

P.O. Box 31265 • Tucson, AZ 85751-1265
www.sabinocanyon.org

Special Thanks to:

SUMMER 2006

$15,000.00 Rebuilding of the Two Ramadas
north of the Tram Stop
$6,000.00 Construction of Interpretive		
Ramadas at Cactus Picnic Area
$4,500.00 Underwriting of Amphibians,
Reptiles And Their Habitats at 		
Sabino Canyon

Friends of Sabino Canyon is
looking for new board
members. If you love Sabino
Canyon, can spare a few hours
a month, and have relevant
skills and experience, we are
particularly looking for people
with backgrounds in fundraising,
financial management, sales and
promotions and event planning!
We’d love to hear from you!
Please send your resume to
Dave Bushell, Board President,
at Friends of Sabino Canyon
P.O. Box 31265, • Tucson, AZ
85751-1265 or by email

friends@sabinocanyon.org

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S MESSY DESK
The days are getting longer and the time to relax. Not! The winter brought the visitors.
They came and now will go. I enjoyed their time here and the anticipation of the
monsoon. It’s dry dude! Just .75 inches of rain since September. That‘s like hell, or
Tucson. Let’s hope for wet and early rains to quench the awesome lightning strikes.
There will be some changes in the canyon this year that I will keep you posted on.
Funding is always a challenge to the Forest Service and us. We are closing in on our
half million-dollar donation to the Forest Service this year. It has taken a huge effort
from so many. Over ten years in the making, we will seal the deal this year.
Thank you to all, we will have a party. Music in the Canyon was fantastic, thanks to all
that come and make it such a Tucson tradition. Got to get ready for the kids’ graduation
party, so I wish you all good times. See you in the Canyon!
Dave

NOTES FROM THE
RANGER
Dear Friends of Sabino Canyon:
Greetings.
Again I wish to thank our friends
for help and support in the cany o n . We h a v e c o m p l e t e d t h e
ramada re-roofing at the tram
waiting area. They were constructed of
steel this time so will probably outlive
many of us. We have also completed the
ramadas at Cactus Picnic area. The roofs
provide the filtered shade needed during this warmer season. These projects
could not have been completed without
your financial support, thank you again. I
am excited to say that Friends of Sabino
Canyon will have soon donated $500,000
to help with maintaining Sabino Canyon.
I believe this is a major accomplishment you ought to be very proud of.
Sabino Canyon would not be what it is
without your support. I am hoping that
we can do a major public awareness
event to celebrate this accomplishment.
Stay tuned for more. Thanks again to
all the members of “Friends,” and especially to your board members who
contribute so much time and energy.
Larry D. Raley - District Ranger
Santa Catalina Ranger District

AMPHIBIANS,
REPTILES, And
THEIR HABITATS AT
SABINO CANYON
Amphibians, Reptiles And Their Habitats
at Sabino Canyon by David Wentworth
Lazaroff, Philip C. Rosen and Charles H.
Lowe, Jr. (University of Arizona Press)
presents annotated and illustrated descriptions of the amphibians and reptiles
found at Sabino Canyon and an overview
of their natural environment. Representing a study spanning nearly twenty-five
years, it documents their present and
past distribution and examines environmental and herpetofaunal change
due to the physical, biological, and human impact on species and habitats. In
this first publication to describe Sabino
Canyon’s biota in scientific detail, three
expert authors pool their knowledge
to provide a detailed discussion of
ecological change, especially as a consequence of drought, flooding, the introduction of exotic apecies, and direct human impact. Suburbia has arrived on the
canyon’s doorstep, and human visitation
has soared, inalterably affecting the area.
Of particular concern, breeding habitats
of amphibians were profoundly altered
by flash flooding in Sabino’s streams
following the 2003 Aspen Fire, which
ravaged large parts of the Santa Catalina
Mountains.The book contains richly detailed accounts of the 57 species found

DONOR TILES &
SPECIAL GIFTS

The next set of tiles will be unveiled at the
FRIENDS OF SABINO CANYON
Annual Meeting on Saturday,
September 30th at 10AM.
The following donors and special honorees
have been recognized on one of the handpainted donor tiles decorating the ramadas
at the entrance to the canyon.

Jennifer McCay
Kari and Anna Cordes
Pam Grissom
Donn & Joyce Sanford
The Moon Family
Jim & Deborah McLaughlin
Walt & Irma Sensenbach
Michael Dawson Karen Dryden
Brian & Greta Frazier
Jillirelleno
Grace Eaton Lee
(Amphibians, Reptiles And Their Habitats
At Sabino Canyon continued)
at Sabino: 25 snakes, 17 lizards, 8 toads
and frogs, 6 turtles and 1 salamander,
emphasizing their local ecology and the
behavior likely to be witnessed by visitors.
Physical descriptions and numerous photographs, many in color, facilitate identification. Up-to-date distribution maps
provide an essential baseline against
which future researchers can measure
change. Amphibians, Reptiles And Their
Habitats at Sabino Canyon is an essential
for anyone who seeks to understand
this desert oasis, how it has changed,
and how it may change in the future.
Written with minimal technical jargon to
make it as useful to students and visitors
as it will be to scientists and resource
managers, it makes a vital contribution
to our understanding of creatures underfoot whose habitat we seek to share.
Friends of Sabino Canyon
P. O. Box 31265
Tucson, Arizona 85751
www.sabinocanyon.org

Invasive Species
Eradication Continues
Heidi Schewel, Interpretive Specialist

The “war on weeds” continues in
Sabino Canyon and on Mt. Lemmon. In
Sabino, the worst culprits are buffelgrass, fountaingrass, sweet resin bush,
karoo bush, and giant reed. Buffelgrass
and fountain grass also grow at the
lower elevations on Mt. Lemmon,
being replaced higher up by red brome,
cheatgrass, and Sahara mustard. So,
what’s the big deal, you might ask. All
of the aforementioned species have
the potential for exponential rates of
spread, and the ability to change landscapes as we know them. They don’t
belong here, but they have adapted
to these areas, and in some cases are
outcompeting the native vegetation.
Some, like buffelgrass and cheatgrass,
are fire-adapted species. They grow in
thick patches and are are quite flammable. When fire passes through, they
are quick to resprout, and the cycle
continues.
But, all is not lost. Local interest in
invasive species is high, and people
want to help with what could otherwise be an overwhelming problem. We
have worked with a number of partners on volunteer-powered eradication
projects, and that work continues. Last
fiscal year, over 120 volunteers worked
more than 580 hours to remove invasive exotic plants from 70 acres of land
on the Santa Catalina Ranger District.
This is hard work, involving digging
plants out, bagging them and loading
them into dumpsters. But it is also
rewarding work, especially when a
project is completed, and the area has
been transformed from a totally
unnatural state back to part of a
healthy functioning ecosystem. Many
people consider killing weeds to be
therapeutic, to boot. If you would like
to help as we continue with our
eradication, contact Heidi Schewel at
e-mail: hschewel@fs.fed.us or at
(520)749-7720. It’s been said before,
but it applies here, together we make a
difference.

FOSC BOARD OF DIRECTORS BALLOT
MEMBERS ONLY
(Name)_____________________________________
Please vote for the following nominees:
___KEITH BAUMAN
___SANDEE BINYON
___DAVE BUSHELL
___HUGH CONNOLLY
___BILL KAUFMAN
___TRACEY METCALFE ROWLEY
___BOB PORTER
___HOWARD WEISS
Please bring your ballot to the Friends of Sabino Canyon Annual Meeting on Saturday,
September 30, 2006 at 10 AM, Sabino Canyon Visitor Center or mail to:
Friends of Sabino Canyon • P.O. Box 31265 • Tucson, AZ 85751 ATTN: Board Elections

_______________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Mail this form along with your contribution to:
FRIENDS OF SABINO CANYON • P. O. Box 31265 • Tucson, AZ 85751
All donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. (Please print.)
Name(s): ________________________________________________________
Street Address: ____________________________________________________
City: ____________________________

State: ________ Zip: _____________

Phone: ________________ E-mail ____________________________________
Enclosed is my tax deductible gift to Friends of Sabino Canyon a 501(c)3 charitable organization:
$1000*
$500*
$250*
$100
$50
$25
Other ______
PAYMENT INFO: Please make checks payable to: FRIENDS OF SABINO CANYON.
VISA
MasterCard
Credit Card # ___________________________ Expiration Date_____________
Name (on card): ___________________________________________________
Signature: ________________________________________________________
* FOR SPECIAL GIFTS OF $250 & ABOVE. Your name as you would like it to appear on your
handcrafted ceramic donor tile to decorate rafters by the Visitor Center Bookstore Entrance:
(Please print legibly.)
Due by September 30, 2006.

