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Our Mission Statement
We, the members of Rockwood First Congregational Church, as a fellowship of
God loving people are: United in glorifying God; committed to teaching, learning
and sharing in Christ’s Word; and determined to live our faith, so that others will
come to know Him.

Message from our Pastor:
Here we go, again another holiday season
full of hope, love, joy and peace. It‘s the time
of the year when we most look forward to
spending time with our families and friends.
The advent season brings with it the story of
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
and so many blessed memories of Christmas
celebrations from our pasts, which we are all
so grateful and thankful to have as we look
forward to meeting with others to share the
many thoughts we have. It’s also the time of
the year that we seem to lift up more prayers
to the Lord for those who simply cross our
paths in our daily life. It’s also the time of the
year when we seem to think a little more about
those who are less fortunate and especially
those who are in need of a helping hand.
It is my prayer for each of you, that you take
some time out of this busy advent season to reflect on the meaning of the birth of baby Jesus. To
reflect on how much God loves you and loves all
those who are round us everyday. To reflect on
what you can possibly do a little differently this
advent season. How we can reach out and touch
a few more people around us, who could truly use
a gift of our Christian hope, love, joy and peace
this advent season.
In last month’s newsletter, I shared with you
the FOURTH C of the 5C’s that Arvel Steece presented at the 1998 First Congregational Symposium. This month I would like to share with you the
FIFTH C which stands for COOPERATION. Arvel
suggests that while Congregational Churches are
faith communities gathered by the Holy Spirit and
under the headship of Christ and thus complete,
they are not Independent. They are free churches
who recognize and encourage other sister
churches similarly gathered and this leads to cooperation.
C - Cooperation begins with the relationships
among the gathered churches of like precious
faith and order. A time-honored vehicle of such
cooperation is the vicinage council where neighboring churches send pastors and lay delegates
to meet for ordinations and installations of clergy,
recognition of sister churches, consideration of
problems and sharing opportunities for service.
Associations local, regional, and national are other forms of cooperation within the Congregational
Christian family.

0 - Other churches of the Congregational Way
are the first objects of our inter-church relationships but they are not the only objects of our concern.
0 - Other churches of various denominations
have long been among our interests as we seek
to work with all others who are willing to work with
us in tasks too great for a single group to undertake for the larger common good. It was no accident that the Sunday School Unions movement,
missions, and interdenominational councils of
churches were led in many places by Congregationalists.
P - Preparation of persons for leadership in
church and community has long been a cooperative effort among us. The non-sectarian nature of
Congregationalism is noted in the numerous educational and social institutions they founded free
of sectarian tests.
E - Evangelism is sharing the good news of the
Gospel. It is the task the churches undertake
together. Congregationalists pioneered in societies for mission outreach.
R - Renewal and Reformation are perennial concerns among us. With a minimum of structure
we could be one of the most creative groups in
Christendom had we the will and the wit to use
our limited resources imaginatively. Recent history does not give us high marks in that regard.
A - Allotropy we recognize. The faith exists in
different forms in different groups. Yet we serve
the same Lord.
T - Traditions in our heritage remind us that we
are a Biblical people open to new truth and light
from out of the Word.
I - Interdependence among us calls us from the
isolation of independence without mandating uniformity if we continue to live as if we truly know
ourselves to be the Lord's free people.
O - Opportunities for growth and greater understanding arise from cooperation. Opportunities for
service are enhanced by cooperation.
N - Norms - creedal, theological, ecclesiastical,
and ecclesiological — are defined among us in
the traditional phrase, "In essentials unity, in nonessentials diversity, in all things charity." As a
covenanted people, Congregationalists were not
averse to composing creeds and engaging in theological reflection and Biblical studies. For almost
three and one half centuries many of the leading
scholars were in our tradition. Time would fail one
to recite the catalogue of worthies.
CONCLUSION. This new paradigm of Christ,
Commitment, Covenant, Community and Cooperation…
(Con’t. on page 8, see “Pastor”)

The following opinion article was written by Florence Erving
and published in the Monroe Evening News.

Not all opinions are equal:
Respect our flag, our country, and our veterans
My thoughts to anyone who believes everyone has a
right to their opinion:
I'm a 90-year-old, very active and alert greatgrandmother. I've lived a long time, and heard and seen
many things. I have never written or complained about
anything, until now.
I'm very saddened to believe anyone who has chosen
to be an American, and enjoy their benefits, would have
no respect for our flag and national anthem. They feel
they cannot stand but kneel. This shows no respect to all
the men and women who have fought and given
their lives for your freedom. What have you given?
I also don't quite believe everyone has a right to their
opinions. If so, then you're saying the 9/11 terrorists, Boston Marathon bombers, and the Las Vegas massacre shooter, just to name a few, have a right to their opinion. I don't think so.
I have had five uncles, brothers, a husband and a son
also serve their country (the United States of America), as well as many others who have had to ensure the
freedom you are now receiving.
Is there any other country in this world you'd rather
live in? If so, you're free to go, and let us Americans respect our flag and national anthem enough to stand (if'
physically able).
If they must kneel, go to church.
Proud to be an American,
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Some Sad News
We recently discovered that Ellen Fowler, a
longtime member of Rockwood First, passed away
in June. Prior to her death, her son had moved her
to Ohio so he could care for her.

generous to his family, upright in all his dealings
with other men.
But he didn’t believe all that stuff about God becoming man, which churches proclaim at Christmas. Why would God want to do anything like
that?
So when his family left to attend midnight services
on Christmas Eve, he stayed home.

OUR MISSION FOCUS IN DECEMBER
Our mission giving this month will go to Olivet
College, Olivet, MI and Piedmont College,
Demorest, GA, our Congregational schools of
higher learning.

Shortly after the family drove away, snow began
to fall. He went to the window and watched the
flurries getting heavier and heavier. Some time
later, as he wall reading his newspaper by the
fire, he was startled by a thudding sound that was
quickly followed by another.
Then another.
When he went to investigate, he found a flock of
birds huddled miserably in the snow. 'They had
been caught in the storm, and in a desperate
search for shelter had tried to fly through the window. .
"I can't let these poor creatures lie there and
freeze," he thought. "But how can I help them?"

When God became Man:
Parable of the Birds
Louis Cassels has been forgotten by most people
today. That isn't too unusual; the man has been
dead almost 25 years.
While here on Earth, Cassels was a newspaperman - religion editor for United Press International
- and most journalists will tell you that few attain
an immortality of any sort. But Louis Cassels
lives!
His story, “The Parable of the' Birds," for those
who have heard it, is one that few have ever forgotten. With that story, Cassels achieved
an immortality usually reserved for the saints, seldom by humble newspapermen.
"The Parable of the Birds" is a Christmas parable
that Cassels wrote in 1959, and has been reprinted many times since it first appeared in newspapers across the country 44 years ago.

Then he remembered the barn. It would provide a
warm shelter. He put on his coat and boots and
tramped through the snow to the barn. He opened
the doors wide and turned on the light.
But the birds didn’t come in.
“Food will bring them in,’ he thought. So he hurried back to the house for breadcrumbs which he
sprinkled on the snow to make a trail into the
barn.
To his dismay, the birds ignored the breadcrumbs
and continued to flop around helplessly in the
snow. He tried shooing them into the varn by
walking around and waving his arms. They scattered in every direction—except into the warm,
lighted barn.
‘They find me a strange and terrifying creature,”
he said, “and I can’t seem to think of any way to
let them know they can trust me.
If only I could be a bird myself for a few minutes,
perhaps I could lead them to safety.”

It has also been read many times on the radio.
I've included it here, to the best of my memory.

Just at that moment, the church bells began to
ring. He stood, listening to the bells pealing out
the glad tidings.

Once upon a time, there was a man who looked
upon Christmas as a lot of humbug. He wasn't a .
Scrooge. He was a very kind and decent person,

Then he sank to his knees in the snow. “Now I
understand,” he whispered, ‘Now I see why you
had to do it.’

Comments from a Member
– Michael Stiles
When I was a Senior in High School I knew I
would be graduating and like all teenagers I
had my life planned out. I knew exactly what I
was going to do after I graduated and had plans
and contingencies laid to get me there. If only
that was true!
The only things I had decided was what I
didn’t want to do in my life, but I had no clue
what I wanted to do. Going to College didn’t
appeal to me at all, and I had made no effort to
look into colleges or scholarships. I liked the
classes, it was the people that was the problem!
Teen drama was more than I wanted to deal
with.
Going into the Military wasn’t considered either. I had spent the last couple of years worrying about being drafted, the Vietnam War was
still going on and my older brother had been
sent there. The draft was ended the year I was
a Senior, but I didn’t see me as being a Soldier.
Instead I went to work in the factory with my
parents.
Again, not having any experience, I didn’t
know what to expect working in a factory. I
found it was different than what I expected. It
wasn’t a noisy place, the cars went by and if
you didn’t mind the sound of a small drill
sounds it was pretty quiet. At first it didn’t seem
too bad, the amount of effort it took was small, I
wasn’t tired after working all day and the money
was great. Living at home I didn’t have many
expenses and I didn’t go out and waste it on bar
hopping. It took about a year for me to realize I
wasn’t happy, working the afternoon shift I didn’t see many people I knew, they lived on a different schedule than I did. My life was morning
TV (no cable then), work, and late night TV.
While I had money saved, it wasn’t what I
wanted. It was time for a change. That was
when I decided to join the Army. I wanted to
learn a skill that I could use to get a different job
and get out and see part of the world. I still didn’t know what I wanted, but I knew I wanted
something different than what I had.
The Army taught me a lot of things I didn’t
expect, and it wasn’t about a job. I learned that
a team could accomplish far more than any individual could. You would think the Factory

would have taught me the same lesson, but it
didn’t The Factory was a bunch of individuals all
doing their own task, if you didn’t get your task
done no one jumped in and helped, and you didn’t help them. The Army was totally different,
and you learned the importance of teamwork,
and that your part contributed to the team accomplishing the mission. I also learned that you
became friends with the people you worked
with, and while you might not always like them,
you could count on them when it mattered.
In January our Church will have our Annual
Meeting and elect new Church Officers. It is an
opportunity for our members to show they are
part of a team. It may not seem important, but
each and every position plays a part of our
Church being successful. God has given all of
us gifts, are you willing to share yours for the
benefit of others?

Love in Action
Christmas is love in action...When you love
someone, you give to them, as God gives to us. The
greatest gift He ever gave was the person of His
Son, sent to us in human form so that we might
know what God the Father is really like! Every time
we love, every time we give, it’s Christmas.
Written by: Dale Evans Rogers
Painting by: Marilee McLeod

Have you thought of being part of a mission trip? Here is a great opportunity!

From
The WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
The Women’s Fellowship wants
to thank everyone who helped
out in anyway with our Soup &
Salad Luncheon in November.
Thanks to everyone who came.
We made $1,034.50.

Treasurer’s Report (submitted by Michael Stiles)
I don’t mind the lower temperatures of Fall, but where did the Sun go? Seems like it is cloudy
and overcast most days. Fortunately for me I have Cathy’s smile to brighten my gloomy
days.
In the month of October Operating Income was $ 6,926 and our Operating Expenses was
$ 8,725. Our budgeted level is $ 7,813 per month, and we started the year with a deficit of
$ 865. Our deficit for October was $ 1,799. We have a deficit for the year of $ 980.
We still don’t have a Natural Gas or Electric Bill due to our billing problems and previous
overcharges, so that is a positive. The last statement shows a small credit of $ 588 and we
should have a bill in November. The Ordination Ceremony for Pastor was our biggest expense this month. For the year we are actually running a balanced budget, but we cannot
continue to spend more than we receive each month.
If anyone ever has a question, concern, or just want to talk about a financial issue (or other
issues), feel free to contact me!

2017 Income Vs Expenses
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(Pastor—Continued from page 2)

We all agreed that the Soup & Salad Luncheon
was a success. Thanks to everyone who donated
throws and baskets for the raffle. Vickie Roberts
made dishcloths which sold very well, as did our
knives. Of course we can’t forget those who prepared the salads, soups and desserts.
The knives and dishcloths are still available for
Christmas gifts!
There will be no Women’s Fellowship Meeting
in December. However, don’t forget the Advent Tea
on December 5th at 7:00pm. Those who attended
last year said they really enjoyed it!
Our next regular meeting will be Thursday, January 18th at 2:00pm. We would love to welcome
some new members next year.

is really a rephrasing of the basic elements distinctive of the Congregational Way across the generations. Without these elements our churches are
likely to become narrowly sectarian, mere ethical
culture societies, or social service clubs. There is
no check on the antinomian individualism endemic
in our culture and time. The gathered company of
the Lord's free people, gathered by the Holy Spirit,
faithful to the Biblical Word, placing as few obstacles as possible in the way of the people's relation
to God, is relevant in every age and generation and
can serve to encourage the spiritual pilgrimage of
persons in the next century and the next millennium.
In Closing, I sure hope you’re enjoying Arvel
Steece’s thoughts and wisdom about what it
means to be in covenant with Jesus Christ and
how it relates to our Congregational Way.
From my family to yours,
Have a Safe, Joyous Advent Season,
Pastor David Pniewski

Anne Stockert
President

Moderators Report December 2017
November is almost over, Thanksgiving is behind
us, we got the Greens Hung and we are now looking
forward to the celebration of the Birth of Christ with all
of its bustle shopping and preparation. The good part
though is the reception of cards from Friends and the
fellowship with loved ones. Keep in mind the “Reason
for the Season” and focus on Christ and his impact on
your life and the world. No matter how hectic our lives
may become, God is still in control!
I am sorry my November report did not make the
newsletter. It will be in this newsletter if I remember
how to email it.
We will have a Church Council meeting on December 28, 2017 and we will focus on a budget which
we will submit at our Annual Meeting in January.
When the date is set you will be notified. Please
make every effort to attend the meeting as having a
Quorum is very important
I hope you all have a Blessed Christmas and that
God blesses each of you richly and often as we celebrate the birth of Christ together.

Remain yours in Christ,
Ron Bolenbaugh

NOVEMBER REPORT
October is gone. Time marches on and winter is

staring us in the face, is it too early to think Spring
Ken?
A heartfelt Thank You to Phylis and the crew she
assembled for Pastors Ordination. It was a big job
and it was well done. I am sorry some missed the service and meal. We could have done a better job of
promotion.
The All Saints Service for November1, 2017 was
cancelled because no one indicated an interest in
having their loved ones remembered and the church
lost only one person over the past year. As mike
Stiles would say, “That’s a good thing.”
The Thanksgiving Potluck will be held on the Sunday before Thanksgiving this year. It will make it easier on those who are busy with their own celebration
and hopefully will improve attendance.
On November 25, 2017 we will “Hang the Greens”
beginning at 9:00am. Please plan to come help as we
can always use help and hanging always takes longer
than taking the greens down.
I have gotten a positive response to the creation of
habitat for Monarch Butterflies, so I will get with the
trustees and plan some plots to be put in next Spring.
Perhaps we can help the Monarchs and brighten our
church grounds at the same time.
Our Annual meeting is coming up and there is still
a need for people to fill vacant spots on Boards. If you
are interested, please let us know.

