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A Message from our Pastor:
As I begin to write this article for our October
Newsletter, there are many things I would like to
share with you this month. First, we just held our
first of many Senior Worship Services at the Irving
Brewer Senior Center. I received good feedback
from the senior center and I understand many
more residents are expect to attend the Thursday,
October 26th 5 pm Service. The service wouldn’t
have been possible without the help of Bridget &
Larry Elkins, Bertha Beach, Cathy Stiles and Paul
McKenzie. For those who are interested in helping
out with the next Senior Service, please sign-up in
the Narthex and bring a friend. It will be a wonderful experience for all those who attend.
Secondly, I mentioned above we had help
from Paul McKenzie at the Senior Center; Paul is
a very talented musician and singer song writer.
He lives in the area and actually wrote one of the
hymns in our Pilgrim’s Hymnal. It’s hymn #407 St
Patrick’s Prayer.
I’m excited to let you know that Paul will be
visiting our Church on Sunday, October 8th and will
be singing his hymn for us as special music. It will
be a joy to have such a talent to join us during our
worship service.
Thirdly, we held our first Men’s Breakfast at
Dixie Café and it was well attended by eight of us.
There were a lot of great conversations happening
about sports, fishing, cars, up and coming local
events and other stuff too. When two or more
gather in Jesus name, good things are certain to
happen. Our next Men’s Breakfast is scheduled
for Thursday, October 26th at 8:30 am at Big Al’s.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, please
consider joining us for a spirited conversations
and much more!
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Fourthly, Save the Date, on Sunday, November
5th the sunrise and sunset will be about 1 hour earlier
than the day before. We will be hosting our 1st Annual
Rockwood FCC Community Hay Day. For this special day, during the month October, I will be challenging
each member and our regular attenders of our Church
to bring one F.R.A.N to church with them on Hay Day,
a Friend, Relative, Associate or Neighbor.
Our Hay Day Worship Service will include special
music, our favorite hymns and an exciting spiritually up
lifting message that will surely refresh those who attend. Following our worship service we will have apple
cider, cinnamon donuts, hay rides, music and fun
games for kids and adults too. You’re not going to want
to miss this event, it is sure to be our biggest event of
the year!
Finally, in last month’s newsletter, I shared with you
the SECOND C of the 5C’s that Arvel Steece presented at the 1998 First Congregational Symposium. This
month I would like to share with you the THIRD C
which stands for COVENANT. Arvel suggests that the
COVENANT is a compact, an agreement, a contract,
but more than this it is a relationship. The God of the
galaxies is a covenant-creating God in relating to humankind. The Bible is, among other things, a record of
these covenant relationships through human history
with Noah, Abraham, Moses, culminating in the covenant of grace through Jesus Christ. This covenant of
grace is effected in the life of the believer who makes
the prior response of commitment to Christ. It is the relationship between Christ and the believer.
C - Compact with Christ is the response of commitment. This is no mere contract for it is a relationship of
love and not legalism. It has divine and human dimensions. Christ covenants with the individual believer. Believers in Christ are committed in covenant relationship
to other believers who are also in covenant relationship to Christ.
[Conitinued on next page, see MESSAGE]
Our Mission Statement
We, the members of Rockwood First Congregational Church, as a fellowship of
God loving people are: United in glorifying God; committed to teaching, learning
and sharing in Christ’s Word; and determined to live our faith, so that others will
come to know Him.

A Christian
Garden

First plant four rows of peas
Presence
Preparedness
Perseverance
Promptness
Next, plant three rows of squash
Squash criticism
Squash gossip
Squash indifference
Now, put in three rows of lettuce
Lettuce be faithful
Lettuce obey rules and regulations
Lettuce love one another
No garden is complete without turnips
Turn up for meetings
Turn up with a smile
Turn up with new ideas
Turn up with determination to make
Everything count for something
Good and worthwhile
Turn up on time
Writer unknown
Submitted by unknown individual—thankyou!

A MEMORIAL
SERVICE FOR
THOSE WHO HAVE
PASSED
NOVEMBER 1st • 7:00pm
Rockwood First Congregational Church will be
hosting a candlelight memorial service to remember those who have passed into glory this last year.
If you would like to recognize your loved one
please contact Pastor Pniewski to let him know,
and if possible, supply a photo of the person who
has passed by October 29th.
Those submitted will be remembered by name
and you will be asked to light a candle in remembrance.

[MESSAGE, continued from page one]
O - Obligation is an element of covenant which
presupposes individual and social responsibilities.
Pilgrim deeds and duties were recognized. Puritans
never expected any more of other people than they
expected of themselves. In the late twentieth century it is not fashionable to speak about duty.
V - Venture is a fact of covenant life in Christ. Life
is seen as a journey, a pilgrimage. John Bunyan's
Pilgrim's Progress was long a staple in the meditative spiritual diet of our Pilgrim-Puritan ancestors.
Bunyan also wrote another work, The Heavenly
Footman, or A Description of the Man That Gets to
Heaven. (So run that you may obtain it." I Corinthians 9:24). One wonders whether this work has ever
been reprinted in this century for the edification of
Christian joggers.
E - Endurance characterizes the covenant in a
world of change. Eternally simple, the covenant
confounds fads and fashions in a culture which values the transient rather than the permanent.
N - Nurture and sustenance are elements of the
covenant both in relationship of the individual believer to Christ and in the relationships among believers.
A - Action characterizes the covenant relationship
in prayer and work. The devotional life energizes
active life in the world.
N - Necessity of covenant is vital to the Congregational Way of Christian discipleship. We are not a
creedal or hierarchical people.
T - Trusting one another in free relationships of
affection, Congregationalists seek to live out the
covenant.
In Closing, I sure hope you’re enjoying Arvel
Steece’s thoughts and wisdom about what it means
to be in covenant with Jesus Christ and how it relates to our Congregational Way. Next month I plan
to share with you the FOURTH C - COMMUNITY.
In Christ we serve,
Pastor David Pniewski

The Giving Basket
at St. Mary’s
Many of you have asked
or were interested about The
Giving Basket. This article
was published once, but it is

worth repeating.
The Giving Basket Food Panty opened in November 2004 as a result of the closing of RACO.
The Rockwood Area Community Organization, a
nonprofit group began through the efforts of our
church that served the hungry in Rockwood.
There are over 60 families from the area that
come each month from, Rockwood, S. Rockwood,
and parts of Brownstown. Those living outside the
area are referred to food pantry in their particular
area. No one is ever turned away.
The families served represent a cross section
of working poor, senior citizens, unemployed, single parent, and others whose circumstances have
caused them to become unable to provide the
basic necessity of food for themselves and family.
Distribution of food is scheduled on the first and
third Saturday of each month, 10:00a.m. 12:00p.m. the third Saturday is home delivery, for
those who are home bound. There are also ready
made boxes for emergency purposes.
Boxes of non-perishable food items tailored to
the size of families; hygiene products, cleaning
items, canned meat and even fresh meat when
monies allow. Many local household gardeners
donate their produce during harvest.
St. Mary’s also have turkeys at Thanksgiving,
school clothes, and Easter baskets for the children.
This is a community food bank that relies on
the generosity of St. Mary’s parishioners, schools,
community leaders, churches, individuals, and our
church. St. Mary’s does not receive any monetary
funds from any government agencies. Without the
help of the entire community, they would not be
able to continue to serve those in need.
The church supports this important work to
feed and nourish the most needy among our communities.
Please contribute to this mission.
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.” {Math. 25}

Jeanette Sawicki

Crafters Take on a New Mission
Did you know that God could knit?
“For you created my inward being,
You knit me together in my mother’s
Womb.” Psalm 139:13
Following in HIS footsteps, the crafters have
picked up their knitting needles and started to knit
adorable hats for newborns. A gift bag of hats
was recently donated to our local Beaumont
South Shore Hospital Obstetrical Department.

Each hat carries a tag displaying our logo with
a note extending blessings to the new baby from
Rockwood First Congregational Church.
Donations of baby yarn will be greatly received as we continue to reach out to the newest
members of our community.
Perhaps the babies will bring mom and dad to
church in the near future. If you are interested in
participating in this cause we would be pleased to
have you join us at the church every Thursday
from 10 am to 2 pm. Bring your lunch, knitting
needles, crochet hooks or any craft item you wish
to work on.
The fellowship we share is priceless!

OUR MISSION FOCUS IN OCTOBER
The food program sponsored by the First
Congregational Church of Flat Rock. This program was developed to serve those who find it
hard to provide a meal for themselves. Dinner
meals are available each Wednesday for those in
need.
Your gift will help to offset the cost of these
meals.

THOSE SERVING IN AUGUST
Deacon
Trustee
Greeter
Ushers

Florence Irving
John Roberts
To Be Determined
To Be Determined

IMPORTANT INFORMATION!
FROM THE
DIACONATE
On Sat. Oct. 14th. Pastor
David Pniewski’s Ordination
and Installation will be held at
3:00pm with a dinner following the service. If you are
planning on attending the dinner please sign up on the sheet in the narthex or
call the Church and leave a message stating how
many will be attending. Anyone who would like to
help out with this please let Phyllis Masserant
know.
The Diaconate Board decided at its Sept. 5th.
meeting to make Berna Reinewald an Honorary
Deacon. Ron Bolenbaugh presented her
with a pin on a recent visit ..
We will soon be looking for people to serve on
all our Boards for 2018. If you think you might be
interested and would like to sit in on a
Diaconate meeting they are held on the first Tue.
of each month at 2:00pm. (Oct. 3rd. 2017 we
hope to see some new faces) We are going to try
our best to get back to keeping them no more
than an hour long.

Our next Men’s Breakfast is scheduled for
Thursday, October 26th at 8:30 am at Big Al’s
Sports Grill, 34927 W. Jefferson, Brownstown, MI.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, please
consider joining us for a spirited conversations and
much more!

Notes from the Moderator
September is gone. October is here. We are busy
again! All the Boards have resumed their duties for
the new year and we are off to a fast start. We had a
well- attended Rally Sunday and the Choir has returned to the Choir Loft with some new songs from
Sue List. We can always new, dedicated voices if
anyone would like to join in our Joyful noise.
At the September Diaconate meeting Phyllis
made the motion that Berna be honored with a lifetime Diaconate member award. The motion was carried unanimously and on September 15 Phyllis,
Anne Stockert, Jannette Sawicki and I traveled to
Wellbridge to celebrate Berna’s Birthday and present
her with a pin as recognition of her Lifetime Award.
Also in September, the new storeroom was completed and most of the Christmas decorations were
moved from the garage into the new room. The trustees did a fine job, congratulations to all involved.
October brings the Ordination of our Pastor. On
September 12 Pastors Wayne, David, Don Mullin,
Phyllis and I met to plan the event. We selected the
date of October 14, 2017 for the Vicinage (sp) Council meeting in the morning and the
Ordination at 3:00pm that afternoon. It is a Saturday
so most Pastors, churches and our members should
be able to attend. It will be a busy and important day
for our church as we will have a light lunch for those
who attend the morning session and a dinner meal
after the Ordination. If you are able please help
make the day a success.
At the September Council meeting I will propose
the Trustees assume responsibility for the Columbarium. This will provide a source of contact for anyone who might have some interest. The annual
meeting is coming and I have already heard from
some members expressing an interest is serving a
Board. If you interested, please let me know.
Until November I remain in Christ’s service,
Ron Bolenbaugh

YOUTH INFORMATION

Treasurer’s Report (submitted by Michael Stiles)
Financially August is not a good month for our Church. Attendance is down and income is impacted. The good news is we didn’t have any unusual expenses in August so it all works out.
In the month of August Operating Income was $ 5,294 and our Operating Expenses was $
6,165. Our budgeted level is $ 7,813 per month, and we started the year with a deficit of $ 865.
Our deficit for August was $ 871. We have a surplus for the year of $ 1,581.
We still don’t have a Natural Gas or Electric Bill due to our billing problems and previous overcharges, so that is a positive. Other than that, nothing else to say for the month!
If anyone ever has a question, concern, or just want to talk about a financial issue (or other issues), feel free to contact me!

2017 Income Vs Expenses
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Comments from a Member
– Michael Stiles
Parents make no sense! As a little boy I
just couldn’t understand why I could only ride
my bike 5 houses down to my cousins, and 5
houses the other way. What was so magical
about the number 5? What difference would
it make if I went one or two more houses?
My parents could still see me, I was only a
little farther. I wanted to see how far and fast
I could go! But no, I had to go only 5 houses
and turn around. And when I went past the
limit I lost the ability to ride my bike for several days. Is that fair? They were happier without me underfoot anyway.
I did learn that once I proved I was able to
be trusted my limits were expanded. It would
have helped if they had explained that to me
up front, but they probably knew that true
trust did not come from keeping my word to
gain something for myself, but it comes from
showing respect for their authority and accepting that I was responsible enough to live
within their guidelines even when I didn’t like
them.
That knowledge didn’t come to me until I
was a teenager, and I am sure both my parents were happier when I matured enough to
accept they might actually know more than I
did and have valid reasons for some of their
decisions. They never said anything about
my questioning their decisions, and as long
as I was polite they would explain them to me
if asked. I learned a LOT when I took the
time to ask, they considered possibilities that
I hadn’t, and had my safety as a primary consideration. Being a kid, I knew nothing could
hurt me, but I accepted that they didn’t understand that yet.
The odd part was, as I became an older
teen, I was given more freedoms than I asked
for. Yep, I realized as I kept getting all these
new “freedoms”, they came with responsibilities too! I grumbled about increased chores,
but for the most part I didn’t mind. They both
worked and I had time available so it wasn’t a
big deal. They started to push me to take advantage of the new freedoms, but didn’t un-

derstand that I didn’t want to go out and socialize with kids my age. I was happy in my
room, I didn’t want to follow in my older
brothers footsteps and be a social butterfly.
I did learn that trust is earned, it isn’t just
something I was entitled to. My Parents
trusted me to watch my younger brother and
sister because I had proved capable of taking
care of them. They taught me through how
they watched over me what was and wasn’t
safe for me, so the same rules applied to
them. They showed me that as I demonstrated the maturity to handle new activities safely
that I had to make sure I passed on that
same level of trust to them. I didn’t understand that everyone learns at a different rate,
and that what I could do at 10 they might not
be able to do until later, or that they could be
trusted earlier.
They say the lessons we learn early in life
are the most important. They are the ones
that will determine who we are and what kind
of a person we will become. Sadly we often
don’t take the time to thank our parents and
other family members for what they have
contributed to making us who we are.

At our first meeting of the season we discussed Pastor’s Ordination on Saturday, October
14th. The luncheon for the visiting pastors will be
a light menu of sandwiches, relish tray and fruit.
As to the dinner after the service, there will be
more information soon.
Our date for the Fall Soup and Salad Luncheion is Thursday, November 9th from 11am to 1pm.
The cost will be $7.00 per person.
We will have a lovely throw and quilt stand to
raffle. We are also putting together a large basket
to raffle. The basket theme will be “snacks.”
Don’t forget we have knives and washcloths
which would make wonderful Christmas or teacher gifts!
Our next meeting is Thursday, October 12th.
Anne Stockert
President

Michigan Conference of Congregational Churches
176th Annual Meeting
Culture Meets Christ: Theology in Popular Culture
Mt. Hope Congregational Church
Livonia Michigan
October 20th & 21st 2017
Meeting Schedule
Friday. October 20., 2017
2:00pm
3:00pm
4:00pm
4:45pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:30pm

Executive Committee Meeting
Registration
Worship
Business Meeting
Dinner
International Congregational Meeting
Trivia Challenge and Fellowship

Saturday, October 21, 2017
8:00am
9:00am
10:00am
11:45am
12:30pm

Breakfast and Registration
Business Meeting
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Stephen Butler-Murray*
Closing Worship and Communion
Lunch

*Dr. Murray will be looking at Christ in today’s culture, the question he will addressing is:
As our American Culture becomes simultaneously more secular and increasingly interreligious, one of the ways that we continue to explore Christian themes as a society is through
popular culture. How do movies and television inform our beliefs, in fact, changing what
Christians believe today?
Registration Cost

$25.00 per person
This includes Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast and lunch
Make checks payable to MCCC

If you are interest in attending this conference annual meeting, please contact
Pastor Dave for further information and registration forms.
Registrations are requested by October 10th.

