
  

ENCOURAGEMANT FOR TROUBLED TIMES  
 

REETINGS GSMBC FAMILY, thanks for the opportunity to share some thoughts with you.  This is a 
year of struggles, challenges, and change.  In 2020, we are dealing with the coronavirus pandemic 
and severe job loss, social injustice and systemic racism, and a presidential election where 

healthcare and immigration reform are paramount.  With so many crucial and stressful things on our 
minds, our lives can be overwhelmed with grief, disappointments, and insecurities. 

 
      If you listen to the daily TV news or read the newspaper, it’s hard to find good news.  You will hear about thefts, 

murders, domestic violence, and protests in the cities.  You will see white supremacy on the rise and neo-Nazis’ 
pushing their agenda including gun rights.  You will see unarmed and non-violent black men killed by the police 
on video, yet the officers are not charged or are found innocent.  If you are looking for a reason to feel secure 
and comfortable, it’s hard to find it in the news.  The coronavirus is still spreading, and the death toll is over 
146,000 and still rising.  Our healthcare system is strained, and all essential 
workers are tired, and some are dying.  Businesses, small and large, are going 
broke and many may never reopen or return to “normal.”  Foreclosures and evic-
tions are looming.  And, for far too many, the stimulus checks and unemploy-
ment check just aren’t enough to make ends meet.  

 
      With all of this happening to us and around us, it’s easy to lose sight of who you 

are and whose you are.  I offer this to encourage your heart.  Jesus said, “Be-
hold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you.” (Luke 10:19) Peter said, cast all your worries upon the Lord, for He cares 
for you.  The God of all grace, after you have suffered a while, will perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 
(1 Peter 5:7 and 10) The Lord said, I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 
      Here’s my advice: separate yourself from family and friends to talk with the Lord.  Turn off the TV and radio; lay 

down the newspaper; get off the Internet; put down the cell phone – no texting, no email, no Facebook, no  
Twitter.  Spend some “alone time” with God.  You have a choice – you can pray, or you can give up.  Let me  en-
courage you.  Just last week, some of you were on the verge of a breakthrough, but you gave up too soon.  God 
is ready to fix your situation, turn it around, open a door, but you gave 
up too soon.  Remember this - just because the answer is delayed does 
not mean your request is denied.  

 
      Jeremiah told Israel; your plans are not God’s plans.  Likewise, quite 

often, our plans don’t line up with God’s plans.  Sometimes our plans 
don’t work out because God has a better plan.  David planned to be a 
shepherd, but God had a better plan!  Mary and Joseph planned to get 
married and raise a family, but God had a better plan!  Paul planned to persecute Christians, but God had a    
better plan!  Jeremiah is saying, cancel the invitations to your pity party, God has a better plan. 

 
      This pandemic will end, just like every previous pandemic and every plague God unleashed in the Bible.  The 

economy and jobs will return when God says so.  Protesting social injustice in the streets will help bring about 
equality and justice, but if you can’t protest, send money to organizations that are protesting.  And most        im-
portantly, vote at every level of government, from mayor to governor to president.  A change in social justice of-
ten requires a change in political leadership.  May God be with each of you until we meet again.  Amen! 
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Having Power Over Your Emotions 
By Evangelist Sharon Starr  

We Got The Power 

God has given us the Spirit of a Sound Mind. (2 Tim. 1:7) 
“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” (Proverbs 23:7) 

 
E ARE WHAT WE THINK. We become what we express. 
The difference between negative and positive people is in their 
thought life and their emotions. 

What we choose to think about and dwell on will make or break us. 
 Our thoughts frame every pattern of our lives. Our thinking and thought  
process should not control us, we should control it, our emotions. If you have 
negative thinking, it can be broken. 
 
If you feel like you are losing your mind, it can be changed. 
A person who thinks love, joy, peace and happiness will have positive control 
over their emotions. Their love will impact many, many lives. They will find 
joy in times of trials and tribulations. They will have peace during times of    
distress. Their happiness will be more than something that just happens.  
Don't be deceived by Satan’s lies, he is the author of confusion. 
 
A person who thinks hate, anger, strife and misery will have a negative      
control over their emotions. They will display hatred even toward those they 
should love. They will choose angry outbursts over a soft answer. Strife       be-
comes a way of coping. Misery will be the legacy they leave behind. 
 
The Holy Spirit of God is what produces a sound mind.  
A sound mind produced by the Holy Spirit is a stable, self-controlled,              
self-disciplined, healthy mind.  It thinks things that are true, honest, just, 
pure, lovely, and of a good report. 
 

The Holy Spirit is the only 
Power that can renew, restore, 
refresh, and revive our emo-
tions, by    transforming, chang-
ing, and      remaking our think-
ing and thoughts. 

 
We Got The Power And It Is In 
The Holy Spirit. 

 
We just have to think it and be-
lieve it.  

 

 

  

W 

A great servant is one who 
serves without expecting   recog-
nition. A servant's heart means 
to not only put others’ needs 
ahead of his own but also to 
serve with the right motivation -
and that is to put God's will first. 
Rewards, recognition or even 
gratitude cannot be a     motiva-
tion to live out true   servant-
hood the way that Jesus did. We 
must serve with a good will as to 
the Lord not to man. For even 
the son of man came not to be 
served but to serve. He also 
went beyond services by giving 
his life for ransom for us. Philip-
pians 2:3-5 says “Do  nothing 
from rivalry or conceit but in 
humility count others more sig-
nificant than          yourselves. 
Let each of you look not only to 
his own interest but also the in-
terests of others. Having the 
mind of among yourselves 
which is yours in Christ Jesus” 
Knowing from his word that our 
labor will not be in vain. 
 
The next mark of a person    
serving from the heart is that of 
joy and light so that others     de-
sire to be around you. For the 
Lord's servant is not quarrel-
some but kind to everyone, able 
to teach, patiently enduring evil, 
holy and beloved, compassion-
ate hearts. Kindness, humility, 
meekness and patience. By  
looking to the Lord as our guide 
will take the focus off our needs 
and put others’ first. Remember, 
a few small acts can have huge 
impacts. 
 
May the Lord use our hands and 
feet to make a difference for His 
Kingdom, and may our           
motivation be only                 
God-centered. 
 
By: Deacon Estress Williams 
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THE JOURNEY OF SALVATION 
By Evangelist Debra Chandler 

OW DOES ONE BEGIN THIS JOURNEY?  KNOW THERE IS A DESTINATION WE 
ARE ALL TRYING TO REACH.  AND IF YOU STAY ON THE STRAIGHT AND     NAR-
ROW PATH, IT LEADS TO EVERLASTING LIFE BUT, IF YOU TAKE THE ROAD 

THAT IS WIDE AND BROAD IT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION.  
 
BUT BE AWARE THAT WHILE ON THIS JOURNEY IT WILL NOT ALWAYS BE EASY.YOU 
WILL HAVE SOME HILLS AND VALLEYS, BUT KEEP GOING.  ON THIS JOURNEY YOU 
MAY GET WEARY AND WEAK, BUT KNOW THAT GOD SAID HIS GRACE IS SUFFICIENT 
AND HIS POWER IS MADE PERFECT IN YOUR WEAKNESS, JUST KEEP GOING! 
 
READY TO GET STARTED?  THERE ARE THINGS YOU MUST BELIEVE.  THE FIRST ONE 
IS: 

1. BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE A SINNER WHO NEEDS TO BE SAVED, YOU MUST      RE-

PENT OF YOUR SINS, HAVE JESUS AS YOUR PERSONAL SAVIOR, 

  
 

2. BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD, AND HE DIED ON 

THE CROSS TO SAVE US FROM OUR SINS, AND THAT GOD HATH RAISED HIM 

FROM THE DEAD.  

 
3. BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD DENY SELF DAILY AND SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO 

THE WILL OF GOD. 

 
 

4. BELIEVE EVEN THOUGH YOU MAKE MISTAKES, THAT GOD FORGIVES AND 

THAT HE HAS A PLAN FOR US.  IN JEREMIAH 29:11, HE SAID, I KNOW THE 

PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU, DECLARES THE LORD. PLANS TO PROSPER YOU AND 

NOT TO HARM YOU, PLANS TO GIVE YOU HOPE AND A FUTURE. 

 
5. BELIEVE THAT THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT MUST BE ACTIVATED IN YOUR LIFE 

AT ALL TIMES, SUCH AS, LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONGSUFFERING, GENTLENESS, 

GOODNESS, FAITH, MEEKNESS, AND SELF-CONTROL. 

 
IF ALL OF THESE THINGS APPLY TO YOU, CONGRATULATIONS, YOU ARE WELL ON 
YOUR WAY OF YOUR JOURNEY OF SALVATION.  
 

H 

Word for the Quarter Communion 
Sharing, participation with, fellowship, communication, having something in common, (2 Cor. 6:14;13:14). Includes both some-

one and something. Used as a one-word description for the Lord's Supper because partners commune with Jesus Christ and 

one another (1 Cor. 10:16). 

GSMBC VALUES 
The Holy Bible is the inspired word of God bringing forth the everlasting truth. Spiritual growth is rooted in the stewardship of 

time, talents, and treasures. Our Great commission is to pray, preach, teach, love and forgive. 

 
 



THE SCOTTSBORO BOYS  

 

HE STORY OF THE 

SCOTTSBORO Boys 
does not fit an easy nar-

rative: it is a decade-spanning 

struggle involving more than a 
dozen key players and a 
seemingly endless parade of 
trials, verdicts, appeals and 
Supreme Court rulings. Even 
when the nine men at the cen-
ter of the story were released 
from prison, none of them 
were left truly “free,” as their 
experiences haunted them for 
the rest of their lives. In 1935 

Haywood Patterson and Clar-
ence Norris are tried again, 
and again both sentenced to 
death. Their convictions are 
overturned by the US Su-
preme Court because African 
Americans were excluded 
from jury selection. THIS IS 
WHY AFRICAN AMERI-
CANS SOULD SERVE ON A 
JURY. 

 
 

 
Peonage 

“In 1866, one year after the 

13th Amendment was ratified 

(the amendment that ended 

slavery), Alabama, Texas, Louisi-

ana, Arkansas, Georgia, Missis-

sippi, Florida, Tennessee, and 

South Carolina began to lease 

out convicts for labor (peon-

age). This made the business of 

arresting Blacks very lucrative, 

which is why hundreds of White 

men were hired by these states 

as police officers. Their primary 

responsibility was to search out 

and arrest Blacks who were in 

violation of Black Codes. Once 

arrested, these men, women and 

children would be leased to 

plantations where they would 

harvest cotton, tobacco, sugar 

cane. Or they would be leased 

to work at coal mines, or rail-

road companies. The owners of 

these businesses would pay the 

state for every prisoner who 

worked for them; prison labor. 

 

It is believed that after the pass-

ing of the 13th Amendment, 

more than 800,000 Blacks were 

part of the system of peonage, 

or re-enslavement through the 

prison system. Peonage didn’t 

end until after World War II be-

gan, around 1940. 

 

This is how it happened. 

 

The 13th Amendment declared 

that "Neither slavery nor invol-

untary servitude, except as a 

punishment for crime 

whereof the party shall 

have been duly con-

victed, shall exist 

within the United 

States, or any place 

subject to their juris-

diction." (Ratified in 

1865) 

 

Did you catch that? It 
says, “neither slavery 

nor involuntary servi-
tude could occur ex-

cept as a punishment for 
a crime.” Lawmakers used 

this phrase to make petty of-

fenses crimes. When Blacks were 

found guilty of committing 

these crimes, they were impris-

oned and then leased out to the 

same businesses that lost slaves 

after the passing of the 13th 

Amendment. This system of 

convict labor is called peonage. 
 

T 

Stripes but no Stars, Ashville, N.C. 

The Scottsboro Boys 



 

 

HEALTH 
AND 
WEALTH 
GOD’S WAY 
 

By Min. Miles Chandler  

 

What does the word of God 
say concerning Health and 
Wealth? 

There are teachers of what is 
called “The Health and 
Wealth Gospel” or “The Word 
of Faith Movement”. They say 
Christians can experience 
perfect health and abounding 
wealth if they exercise the 
right kind of faith.  
This faith is dangerous and is 
an unbiblical way of teaching 
which has become popular in 
churches today.  
The bible speaks on Health 
and Wealth, yet they’re    sep-

arating scriptures         attest-
ing to each. 
 
Where do we find health 
in scripture… just a few? 
 
Jeremiah 33:6 - Behold, I will 
bring it health and cure, and I 
will cure them and will reveal 
unto them the abundance of 
peace and truth. 
 
3 John 1:2 - Beloved, I wish 
above all things that thou 
mayest prosper and be in 
health even as thy soul pros-
pereth. 
 
As far as wealth in    
scripture… just a few? 
 
Deuteronomy 8:18 - But thou 
shalt remember the LORD 
thy God: for it is he that giveth 
thee power to get wealth, that 
he may establish his covenant 
which he sware unto thy fa-
thers, as it is this day. 
 
Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up 
for yourselves treasures upon 
doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and 
steal: But lay up for your-
selves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through 
nor steal: For where your 
treasure is, there will your 
heart be also. 
 
So, does the bible speak of 
Health and Wealth according 
to God’s Way. 
 
Yes, not as one topic or 
way of life, in Matthew 
6:33,  
 
“Jesus said, But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto 
you.” 
 
Health and Wealth are ap-
proved by God. 

 
  

Church Announcements 

*Quarantine Projects = We want to know what you’ve been up to during this time of social distancing. If you 

learned a new hobby or developed a new skill or created a DYI project, please let us know. Submit your project & 

pictures to greatersweethome@sbcglobal.net 
 

*Youth Bible Study started Monday, July 20th via Zoom. If you want to sign your youth up for Bible Study or 

have any questions, please contact Evangelist Franklin 817-566-4723 

 
*Any member wanting to come to Church worship on a Sunday morning, in need of special prayer, food basket or 

want to talk please let us know. Contact the church secretary Sis. Barbara Moore 817-880-2298 or email us at 

greatersweethome@sbcglobal.net 
 

*Every Friday there will be a game posted on Greater Sweethome FB page. Place your answer in the comments 

and you may win a prize. The correct answer will be posted on FB Saturdays at 6 pm. Hosted by SMT auxiliary. 



 

Creamy Spinach and Cream Cheese Stuffed Chicken Breast 
  

Ingredients:  
Boneless Chicken Breast 
Philadelphia Cream Cheese  
Tostitos Creamy Spinach Dip 
Lawry’s Seasoned Salt 
Garlic Powder 
Onion Powder 
Instructions: 
Season the chicken breast with 
Lawry’s season salt, garlic pow-
der, onion powder, and all other 
desired seasonings.  

Let the chicken breast marinate for 
4-6 hours. 
Mix all the contents together and let 
them simmer on medium heat for 8-
10 minutes. 
Split chicken breast in half only leav-
ing the back attached to open, fill, 
and close. 
Brown chicken all sides. 
Add contents and other veggies per  
your wishes inside the chicken 
breast and lock each breast 

piece down with toothpicks on 
each end.  
Bake chicken breasts on 400 de-
grees for 30 minutes.  
Remove chicken breast from 
oven and let it cool for 5 
minutes. 
  

Enjoy!        

 

  
SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE 
    
3 c. mashed sweet potatoes  
¾ stick oleo  
2 c. canned milk  
1 ½ c. sugar  
2 eggs 
½ tsp. vanilla  
½ tsp. nutmeg 
1/2. Cinnamon  

Mix all ingredients together well. Pour 
into baking dish. Bake 15 minutes at 
400 degrees  
 
 
 
 
 

Topping: 
1 c. crushed corn flakes  
½ c. pecans  
1/ c.  light brown sugar  
¾ stick oleo   
Melt oleo: add sugar. Nuts and corn flakes 
to oleo mix well. Spread over top of pota-
toes and bake 15 minutes at 400 degrees

. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  Email: greatersweethome@sbcglobal.net  
Website: https://gsmbcfamily.org   

 

           

 

  

   

 

We want to hear from you!! Tell us 
your feedback, what do you want to 

read about? Please submit your ideas, 

or your best recipe to greater-

sweethome@sbcglobal.net 

: greatersweethomembc 

: Greater Sweethome Baptist Church 

Let’s Stay Connected 
 
 

 

: Greater sweethome mbc (subscribe to our Channel) 
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