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RB 31: On the Cellarer of the Monastery:  
What Sort of Person He Should Be (I) 

  
As cellarer of the monastery, there should be chosen from the community 
someone who is wise, mature in conduct, temperate, not an excessive eater, not 
proud, excitable, offensive, dilatory or wasteful, 2but God-fearing, and like a 
father to the whole community.  3He will take care of everything, 4but will do 
nothing without an order from the abbot.  5Let him keep to his orders. 

  
Thus begins one the richest chapters in the Rule. Don't skip over it just because you are not the 
cellarer! The fact is, in today's context, even though we have a monk who bears the title cellarer, 
the position as described by Benedict is divided among several of us. If anyone in the monastery 
needs to ask you for anything or for any kind of service, this chapter is for you. A big aspect of it 
is precisely about how one responds to requests or demands. The chapter is literally about 
responsibility: how one responds to the call of duty or the need for care. This call and this duty 
usually come with the face and voice of another monk. A further reason for seeing this chapter as 
applying to more than just the cellarer is that it overlaps with chapter 4 on the instruments of 
good works. The list of vices he must avoid, as we just heard, come from that foundational 
chapter early in the Rule. And, finally, the title of chapter 31 is a clue to its more general 
importance. It does not say this is a job description. The chapter is about what sort of person the 
cellarer should be. In this sense it proposes an ideal that applies to all members of the 
community. 
  
RB 31 on the cellarer also holds a key place in the structure of the Rule. It is the first of a series 
of chapters (31-42) that are centered around the table, that is, all the practical arrangements and 
customs having to do with the essential needs of the household, or, to use Benedict's term, the 
house of God. Since it is the house of God, all of these provisions are part of the mosaic of small 
details that form a picture of the cenobitic way. The table is a piece of furniture and tools are 
material objects, but in the context of the Rule they become extensions of the altar and of the 
vessels of the altar. In the same way, the practical provisions of the Rule are meant to resonate on 
several levels: care of things runs parallel to care for people, which runs parallel to care for all 
that God has made. 
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(to be continued) 
 


