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"I go the prepare a place for you" [Jn 14:2] 
  
This morning I would like to comment briefly on a passage from John's gospel that comes up 
frequently in Eastertide—in fact, we will hear it at Mass today. It is from the beginning of 
chapter 14: 

"In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself."  

  
In many ways it ties the whole of the season together: we hear this passage as part of the 
Farewell Discourse on Holy Thursday, it appears in antiphons and readings during Eastertide, 
and it is also a key text for the Ascension. It captures well the special atmosphere of that period 
of time after the Resurrection when the Lord appeared in various ways. It reminds us that we live 
constantly in the tension between presence and absence and between the past, present, and 
future. 
  
If you look at traditional commentaries on these verses, you will quickly run into an approach 
that dates all the way back to Origen. The idea is that these dwelling places in heaven are the 
empty places left by the fallen angels and kept for the elect who will come to occupy them at the 
end of time, "like ruins repaired by living stones," to cite Saint Bernard's expression of this 
tradition.  
  
Saint Bernard, in fact, has left us some wonderful thoughts on this theme in Sermon 62 on the 
Song of Songs. He makes a connection between these heavenly dwelling places and "the clefts in 
the rock" mentioned in the Canticle. Here is a passage from that sermon to give you a sampling 
of how he develops this topic: 
  

… two things console the Church in the time and place of its pilgrimage: from the 
past the memory of Christ's passion, and for the future the thought and confidence 
of being welcomed among the saints. In these glimpses of the past and future she 
[i.e., the Bride / the Church] contemplates both events with insatiable longing.… 
Her expectation, founded on the death of Christ, is joyful and undoubting. Why be 
overawed at the greatness of the reward when she ponders the worthiness of the 
ransom? How gladly she visits in her mind those clefts through which the ransom 
of his sacred blood flowed upon her! How gladly she explores the crannies, the 
refreshing retreats and rooms, which are so many and so diverse in the Father's 
house, in which he sets up his sons according to the diversity of their merits!  

            (SC 62.1; CF 31:150-151). 
  
So, these dwelling places will not be alien for us. As Jesus says a few lines later in John's gospel, 
"you know the way where I am going." These heavenly grottos or dwelling places are not 
unknown to us, because we already encounter them in the grottos or clefts of Christ's wounds 



through loving memory of his Passion. If we know the way, then we will know the place, and 
both are Christ himself:"I am the way, the truth, and the life." 
  
I would suggest extending reflection on this topic in two directions. First, rather than seeing 
these mansions or dwelling places as something in the remote future, which we attain on the 
basis of merit, I suggest thinking of them in terms of vocation. Although each of us can 
remember the particular circumstances of when a sense of personal calling became clear, it 
would be unfortunate to see a vocation as a past event. In that case, perseverance would be 
limited to staying faithful to a memory. Our calling, really, is always ahead of us. The dwelling 
place the Lord prepares for us is what we are meant to become — that is our vocation. A bit like 
when Jesus, in his appearance to the disciples on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias, invited 
Peter  to "follow me" (Jn 21:19), it is the Risen Lord who calls us and whom we follow into our 
future.  
  
The second direction to take this topic has to do with my neighbor. The Lord is preparing a place 
for him too. Not only will I do well to stop judging him—an important and basic minimum—but 
I will also do well and better still if I see him as destined for a mansion the Lord is preparing for 
him. His vocation is ahead of him too, so it would be wrong to give up on him and worse yet to 
discourage him. Which brings us back to the starting point: as Saint Bernard saw it, the place the 
Lord is preparing for us is in fact the communion of saints, made of living stones. If we hope for 
a place in that communion, we need to begin building it in our own neighborhood here.  
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