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The Hidden Life According to Bl. Christian de Chergé 
 
This week we will celebrate the new memorial of the Algerian martyrs. It is always worthwhile 
delving into the various writings our brothers of Atlas have left us, especially those of Fr.Christian. The text I 
will present this morning connects well with themes from the film we sawrecently: A Hidden Life, about Franz 
Jägerstätter. Our notions of what martyrs are like have had to change a great deal over the years. If I’m not 
mistaken, it was Pope Saint John Paul II who introduced the concept of martyrs of charity, Saint Maximillian 
Kolbe being a prime example. 
With figures like Jägerstätter and the recent Algerian martyrs, it seems we need yet another category to 
account for the real-life martyrs of our times. In any case, here is a translation of a chapter talk by Fr. 
Christian de Chergé, dating from May 1987: 
 
There was a time in the church of Algeria when people wondered, “What use are we? What are we doing? 
Why a Church in Algeria?” ; It seems to me that we have had the naivete or the grace to stay clear of these 
sorts of questions. We are here and that’s all. 
God alone could answer the question WHY… What is certain is that each one, for his own unique reasons is 
here and finds it beneficial . . . on condition, of course, that he continue to BELIEVE in it: there can be no 
loopholes (but that is true of any monastic life): 

• To BELIEVE in the [divine] Presence, here and now, and in what the 
good God can derive from ‘the likes of us’; for the great sacrament of the 
communion of saints. 

•  To BELIEVE in the visible church, in which is hidden something 
infinite; the church that says it needs us to express something of its 
covenant with God and with the multitude. Paul VI’s expression, ‘Your 
ministry is that of the hidden life’ ; speaks of the hidden face of the church 
open to the infinite. 

• To BELIEVE in the other, this brother with whom I did not choose to 
live and with whom I have to live 24 hours a day because God has called 
him like me and has given him to me; to believe in this neighbor, in this 
friend stirred by the same Spirit. 

• To BELIEVE that the other must be infinitely respected in his particular 
path of faith, especially when one can see there a personal and humble 
relationship with a God who is greater than my heart and greater than his. 

• To BELIEVE that my search for God in prayer, which is both ceaseless 
and sluggish, can contribute to bringing me, along with all believers, back 
to the same school, that of modesty. 

• To BELIEVE that there is nothing better than this day-to-day, humdrum 
shared life together, for fertilizing the soil: a bit like the manure we are 
bringing out of the farm every day. 

•  To BELIEVE that faith is content with nothing less than a vast horizon, 
and that PATIENCE will involve itself in the details if it is a genuine 
token of an immense hope. (Dieu pour tout jour, Cahiers de Tibhirine 1, 
Bellefontaine, p. 92-93) 
 



It is worth noting that this text dates from 1987, a time of little danger. The actual call to 
martyrdom came much later, but this text is evidence of the long, slow formation and preparation 
that preceded it. 
 
So, value the hidden life, yes, but make sure it is for the right reasons. For some temperaments it is 
easier and more pleasant to live a so-called hidden life under the radar, without many social demands. 
For others it involves more conscious renunciation. But there is not necessarily any virtue in staying out 
of the picture unless it is a choice for a greater good. Notice how Fr. Christian insists on the vast horizon, 
the immense hope, the infinite hidden in the finite. A hidden life only becomes a holy life if it knowingly 
and lovingly houses infinity. There is no use investing in the details, as Christian puts it, unless you have 
hope on an immense scale. 
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