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Jn 14:19-"Because I live, you will live also" 
  
So far this Easter season, I've commented on two images from the gospel of John, namely, the 
Lamb of God and the many mansions. Today I would like to look at another key word in the 
fourth gospel, namely life or the verb form to live. At Mass today we will hear (once again from 
the Farewell Discourse) the words, "because I live, you will live also." 
  
“Life” may sound like an ethereal, abstract notion, but in John's gospel it can be as vivid and 
concrete an image as the light, the way, or the gate. John is often called the Theologian, mostly, I 
think, because he manages to convey deep, complex truths through striking images. We often 
hear that John represents the high Christology of the New Testament, but as sublime as his 
theology may be, it is rooted in images that come from a rock-bottom sense of the reality of the 
Incarnation. This unique characteristic stands out in the many "I am" statements in the fourth 
gospel: I am the vine; I am the resurrection and the life; I am the way, the truth, and the life; I 
am the gate, etc. 
  
We encounter this word life, right at the beginning of the Prologue to the gospel: 
  

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men."  

  
Somehow, John perceives—and wants us to perceive—life as clearly as we perceive light. For 
instance, at the beginning of the First Letter of John, we read: "the life was made manifest, and 
we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father and 
was made manifest to us." It seems that for John, the immediate impact of Jesus' presence was 
this sense of life. 
  
With these points in mind, the passage we will hear at Mass today becomes more 
vivid: "Because I live," Jesus says, "you will live also." Notice the tense of the verbs. He lives 
(in the present): he has life—or, rather, he is life—by nature. We receive life as a gift. His life is 
eternal; we will have eternal life because he lives. The wonderful thing here is that you do not 
need to be a philosopher to understand or develop a conviction about eternity or the immortality 
of the soul. If you perceive Jesus as life and the source of life, you also perceive eternal life. In 
this sense, eternal life is actually a relationship: my life has been impacted and shaped by Jesus 
Christ; in him is life, light, the truth, the way…; if he lives, I will live. It is easy to turn this verse 
into a freeing prayer of hope that turns the attention completely away from self: Because you 
live, I will live. 
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