
Michigan House Report 2020 
 
 
Name of your group: Midland, MI 
 
Current number of members: 4 
 
Number of candidates: 0 
 
Contact Persons: Linda Milco  
 
LCG Advisory Council Member: Linda Milco 
 

1. Describe your group’s leadership structure: (election procedure, if any; length of term, 
if any) 
There is no election procedure or term limits. By mutual agreement, in accordance with 
the gifts of each individual of the group, Linda serves as the convener and 
communicator for the group. She also facilitates the group meetings.  
 

2. Does you Group have written guidelines?  No 
 

3. Does your Group have membership fees:  No 
 

4. How does your group address the formation needs of your Group? 
We discuss and agree upon the material that we will use for our formation needs and 
integrate them into our group meetings. 

 
How do you identify apt and suitable candidates? 
Potential candidates contact us through email and one of the members of our group 
does follow-up with the individual.  Additionally, each member of the Group remains 
vigilant in identifying suitable candidates that they might know personally. 

 
5. What is the procedure for accepting new members into your Group?  

The potential candidate is invited to one of the Group meetings; if they continue to be 
interested, the group decides who will mentor the individual.  
 

6. What kind of orientation and support is provided for new members? 
Using the LCG Formation Guide as a foundation, the mentor meets regularly with the 
candidate. The candidate also continues to meet with the Group as part of their 
formation. 
 

7. Is your Group leader also Advisory Council Member?  Yes 
a. How is the membership full informed of local Group activities/issues? 

Through email and discussion at group meetings. 
 
 



8. How might you more closely involve the Gethsemani Abbey in your local programs? 
We feel that we are involved and connected to the Abbey. The members typically take a 
yearly retreat at the Abbey. One of our members goes on retreat at the Abbey two or 
more times a year. We keep abreast of Abbey news through the various emails and 
communications, social media and the website. We also regularly pray for the monks 
and other LCG members. 

 
9. Where does you group meet? 

At the Milco home. We typically meet once a month on a Saturday morning from 9 am 
to Noon.  
 

10. Briefly describe the agenda your Group follows at a typical meeting. 
We begin with community building by sharing any relevant personal news. We then use 
the daily prayer from the LTP Daily Prayer book as the basis for lectio divina. After 
prayer, we discuss one of the Cistercian Charisms. We then begin our study period, 
which consists of a book study of an agreed upon book. Currently we are using the 
Biblical Foundations of Spirituality: Touching the Finger to the Flame, by Barbara Bowe. 
We then end our meeting with praying of the psalms. 
 

11. What are some current challenges your Group is facing? 
We are exploring ways in which to increase our membership. Given our distance from 
the Abbey, few people in this area are familiar with the Cisterican spirituality. 
 

12. What suggestion do you offer to more frequently share program ideas with other local 
communities? 
The LCG Advisory Board seems to be the best vehicle in which to share ideas among 
communities.  

 


