
 
April 27th,  2019 Lay Cistercian Advisory Council Annual Meeting 

 
Those in Attendance: 
Nancy Sparrow (Kentucky) 
Tom Kosnik (Chicago) 
Jane Endriss (Caritas – Northeast PA) 
Jim Tighe (Indiana) 
Catherine Poland  (Cleveland) 
Gene Dustman (Indiana) 
Judy Weddle (Tennessee) 
Rebecca Ballard DiLoreto (Kentucky) 
Fr. Michael   
Bro. Frederick   
Bro Gaetan  
Allen Thyssen  (Spiritus) 
Bob Anderson  (Spiritus) 
Stephen Flynn (Cleveland)  . 
Jim Phillips (Tennessee) 
Mike Johnson (Cincinnatti) 
Michelle Pasko Olivier (Caritas – Northeast PA) 
 
 

I. Welcome 
We recognized both our new and newly named members. Cleveland and Eastern 
Pennsylvania-Caritas. 
We discussed Tennessee’s two groups. They are from Nashville and Memphis. 
Determination made to keep as one large group for Advisory Council, the same as the 
Kentucky with its two distinct groups which count as one group for representative 
purposes on the Advisory Council. 
 

II. Minutes reviewed,  
 

Addresses added and correction of name spelling. The minutes will be posted on the web 
by Jane, absent the identifying information of members on the Council for privacy 
purposes. 
 
 

III. Review of Covenant of Unity 
 

a. Some amendments made, final version approved. 
b. Additional review of definitions and clarifications of terms for community 

leaders. Definitions added where necessary. 
c. Covenant of Unity, final version will be posted on our LCG website. Catherine 

will send the final version to Jane to post. 
 



 
IV. By Laws  
 

By Laws Working Group established and we will send the redrafted By Laws to the AC 
by October so we may have a vote on the revised by laws in December. Steve Flynn, 
Nancy Sparrow and Rebecca Ballard DiLoreto agreed to serve on the By Laws 
Workgroup. 

 
 

V.  International Lay Cistercian Advisory Council.  
 
Decision confirmed to send Judy Weddle and Tom Kosnic as our representatives to the 
upcoming International meeting and the preparatory English speaking meeting with Tom 
being the Delegate and Judy, the Alternate Member, in accord with their requests.  

 
VI. House Reports shared with discussion. The reports will be posted on our LCG website. 
Please ensure that your group submitted an electronic version of the House Reports to Nancy, 
Jane and Rebecca for our records. 

 
VII. Website Discussion.  

 
System crashed a few months ago. Jane fixed it through WordPress. Steve Flynn, 
Bob Johnson and Jane are updating the web weekly.  
 
Jane welcomed anyone sending her photos of our LCG life. 
 
Jane and Fr. Michael talked about short video talks to post. They will follow up 
with each other. 
 
Jim Phillips encouraged members to make our LCG website their home page so 
they might go to it more easily. AC members should share this advice with their 
LCG members. 

 
VIII. New Business –   
 

Discussion about changing how we do Advisory Council: 
Concern is cost of traveling and especially of traveling in April and then again for 
the earlier summer retreat.  
Proposal to set our 2020 Spring/Summer Advisory Council Meeting on the 
Sunday after the spring/summer LCG retreat. Those who do not attend the retreat 
can participate in the Advisory Council meeting by connecting through a Zoom 
meeting. Requires that we hook up to the Abbey internet. Jane will check with the 
Abbey about the possibility.  
Next Meeting is December 7th at 1 p.m. Eastern Standard Time by zoom   

            conference. 
 


