
SJRVFF WELCOMES ONE AND ALL…
The December meeting is 
a time to celebrate the past 
year. We will do that by 
giving out several awards 
to some very deserving 
members. Some are 
deserving for their good 
deeds, some are given for 
their less fortunate 
experiences. Along with the 
awards, a few of our 
members will be sharing 
presentations on some 
memorable trips from the 
past season. These 
presentations are sure to 
include pictures of beautiful 
places and the obligatory 
grip and grin shots. It’ll be 
just like telling stories with 

your buddies while sitting 
around a campfire, except 
without the campfire. And 
the addition of pictures. 
And better food. And a 
raffle. And a comfortable 
seat.

Wednesday, 
December 16th 

at  
Juday Creek Golf 

Course Event 
Center

Dustin New, Editor
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It’s hard to believe two years have passed since accepting the 
responsibility of President for the SJRVFF club. In those two 
years I’ve learned a lot, but most of all I’ve learned what makes 
us one of the best Fly Fishing Clubs around; its leadership and its 
members. 

As we turn the calendar on a new year I want to thank outgoing 
board members Tom Coleman and Tim Pote for serving.  Tim’s 
involvement goes back many years and his deep knowledge of 
the club will be greatly missed.  Also, a huge thank you to Tim not 
only filling his board position but also filling Tom’s as well.  I want 
to thank Club Treasurer, Lee Troyer,  who does an unbelievable 
job keeping our finances in order,  Secretary, Jim Lothary for 
managing the details and Vice- President Terry Wittorp for not 
only being involved in every aspect of the club but being a strong 
mentor as I’ve learned the ropes.  Thanks to other board 
members Thomas Rhondo, Jeff Downing, John Law, Craig 
Meyers as well as Committee Chairs Todd Ezzel, Dustin New, 
Brandon Rasler, Blake Morse and Jeff Stanifer for all of your hard 
work and dedication.  Thanks to Bob Hagen and John Barnhart 
for agreeing to serve on the board. The contribution and time all 
these individuals have committed is immeasurable and make the 
SJRVFF Club the successful club that we are. 

Lastly, I want to thank all of YOU, the members, for your 
enthusiasm to learn and willingness to participate.   

I wish you all a very safe and happy Holiday Season. 

- Don

December Raffle 
For the December meeting 
Craig has lined us up with 
a 9 foot 4 piece 9 weight 
Redington Vapen rod, a 
Redington Zero reel, a 
Scientific Angler line and 
some other goodies.

Intermediate Fly 
Tying Classes 

The SJRVFF teaches a 
seven week class on tying 
proven fly patterns for the 
local area and beyond. 
Classes are once a week for 
seven weeks starting the 
first Tuesday of February. 
The cost for non-members 
of SJRVFF is $30.00. For 
members the class cost is 
$5.00. The class is limited to 
30 people. SJRVFF will 
supply all the vises, tools 
and materials to tie 
during the class. For more 
information or to sign up 
please contact Jeff Stanifer  
at janar3@sbcglobal.net or 
Dustin New at 
dustinnew@sbcglobal.net.

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN by Don Reber
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PAGE 3   MEMBERSHIP AND MEETING STUFF

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN!  
Membership renewal dues can be paid at 
the club meetings or by mail to: 

SJRVFF 
P.O. Box 933 

South Bend, IN 46624 

• You can pay your dues by credit 
card through the web site. Click on the 
“Join SJRVFF” tab and down toward the 
bottom you will see where you can pay via 
PayPal. 

• The dues are still just $20.00 for individuals and $35.00 
  for a family membership. 

MEETING DETAILS: 
Doors open at 6:30 

PM  
Meal at 7:00 

Meeting starts about 
7:30 

Location:  
Juday Creek Golf 

Course Event Center 
14770 Lindy Drive 
Granger, IN 46530 

Parking is free. 

Meal cost $16.00/
person 

MENU 
Delicious Buffet you’ll 

be sure to enjoy.

We need a good head 
count for dinner planning for 
our group. They charge us if 
we tell them too few so get 
your name in or you might 

go hungry!  
RSVP by emailing Terry at 
terryflyfish@hotmail.com 
or call and leave a message 

at 269-424-5138.  

Please respond by 
 9:00 pm on Friday.

Just click the 
link to quickly 

send an email to 
Terry

mailto:terryflyfish@hotmail.com
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The first question my wife asks when I return from fishing is “Did you catch anything?”  Not did you have 
fun or why are you bleeding from the neck or why is there a tree limb stuck on the roof of the car.  Unless 
you actually caught something besides chubs you have three choices.  You can lie but how often does 
lying to one’s spouse actually work?  You can fess up and admit you got skunked and get another lecture 
on why spend hundreds of dollars on rods and flies that never catch anything.  Or you can turn to my 
new book, “999 Relatively Good Excuses for Not Catching Any Fish” and select a well tried, patented 
excuse that lets you off the hook and may even get you a new rod or at least some sympathy. 

This book will break down good excuses into five categories: weather, equipment, fly choice, other idiots 
on the river and stupid fish.  Any fool can say “I didn’t catch any trout because it was too windy today.”  
But adding on key phrases like ”if only I had that new Winston Wind Blaster G-3 rod I would have caught 
that 21 inch brown and tonight we would be celebrating at your favorite restaurant” might get you 
something better than a 6 inch chub. 

You could say you had a real nice one on and then the line snapped.  Or consulting page 3 under the 
Equipment chapter you could add “of course this is last year’s tippet and I really should replace it with 
new fluorocarbon tippet.” 

Even if the day was perfect  through no fault of your own you may not have caught a single trout.  Why 
take the heat?  On page 123 you will find comments that make you look smart, like “this climate change 
is playing havoc with the fishing around here.”  Or ”I think that factory upstream must have had a 
chemical spill in the water.”  Heck, I’ll show you how to blame it on the EPA, Congress or attorneys. 

Sure you have 8,321 different flies in your 
boxes, but that’s no excuse for blaming your 
lack of productivity on your inability to 
effectively match the hatch.  Why not try: “I 
may not have caught any trout but I believe 
that I discovered a new genus of mayfly and I 
will need to write it up for a scientific journal 
and then tie some flies to match it.”  Doesn’t 
that make you sound more like the most 
interesting man in world? 

For years politicians have been blamed their 
lack of progress on other politicians.  Why 
shouldn’t you blame other fishermen?  Try 
“and just when I was ready to cast this idiot 
walks off the bank and into the pool!”  Just 
send me your $19.95 and I’ll send you a 
copy, signed, unless climate change 
interferes with delivery.

999 RELATIVELY GOOD EXCUSES by Jim Lothary



TENTH ANNUAL TIE-A-THON APRIL 16TH 
On April 16th members of SJRVFF, members of Kalamazoo 
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited and many others, will come 
together to tie flies for Casting for Recovery - Michigan. In 
nine years, fly tyers have donated over 65,000 flies to various 
good causes such as Casting for Recovery - Michigan who 
use fly fishing for education or therapy. 
  
About the Recipient  
Casting for Recovery - Michigan is a program that utilizes the 
sport of fly fishing to promote therapeutic growth and 
rehabilitation of women with cancer veterans. The goal of 
Casting for Recovery - Michigan is to create memorable fly 
fishing experiences that unlock the healing power of the water and foster lasting relationships. 

If you are interested, pick just one pattern to tie, buy a box of 100 hooks, the materials and get tying!  To 
get you there, Chef Terry Wittorp will have a spectacular lunch for all the tyers - which is worth at least 
200 flies, but we will give you a break.  Everyone is welcome, but please let us know so we can plan for 
lunch.  

We will have a guest tyer every other hour show off his or her special pattern. The Tie-a-thon will last 
from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If you are not a fast tyer and can’t complete your 100 flies in that time, this is a good time to get a jump 
on your flies.We would certainly take more than 100 from anyone if they are ambitious and want to tie 
flies in advance. You don’t have to be an expert tyer to donate flies. 

These are the flies we ask you to tie: (tie 100 flies of one pattern) 
 Fly      Size 
 Adams     14 
 Ant      18 - 20 
 Beetles     18 - 14 
 Blue Wing Olive Emerger  18 - 22 
 Caddis Nymph    16 - 18 
 Clouser’s Minnow   8 
 Cone-Head white rabbit leaches  4-6 
 Elk Hair Caddis    14 - 16   
 Griffith Gnat     20 - 22   
 Hare’s Ear     12 - 14 
 Mickey Finn     8 
 Nuke Eggs    10 - 4 
 Pheasant Tail     14 - 16 
 Soft Hackle     14 - 16  
 Woolly Bugger    10 

Any questions, contact: 

    Tim Scott             Terry Wittorp 
      timelscott@gmail.com      terryflyfish@hotmail.com 
 574-538-1936   269-424-5138 
 www.sjrvff.com  www.kvctu.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS DEC 25 JAN 1 JAN 13 JAN 20

Christmas Day New Year’s Day! 

Start the year out 
right by getting out 
and fishing. Even 
for a few minutes.

January 
Newsletter 

Wait by you 
computer!

Club Meeting 

6:30pm - Juday 
Creek Golf Course 
Event Center 

The Loop is published the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
September   through May. If you have story, article ideas, photo, 
artwork, or need to get something off you chest, contact me at: 
574-286-6508 or dustinnew@sbcglobal.net

             SJRVFF 
             PO Box 933 
South Bend, IN 46624-0933 

sjrvff@yahoo.com


DIRECTORS 
President: Don Reber 
Vice-President: Terry Wittorp 
Treasurer: Lee Troyer 
Secretary: Jim Lothary 
1 Year Director: Tim Pote 
1 Year Director: Tom Coleman 
2 Year Director: Tom Rondo 
2 Year Director: Jeff Downing 
3 Year Director: John Law 
3 Year Director: Craig Myers 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Conservation: John Law 
Event Coordinator: Todd Ezzell 
Librarian: Blake Morris 
Raffle Director: Craig Myers   
Newsletter: Dustin New 
Webmaster: Brandon Rasler
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SJRVFF 
PO Box 933 
South Bend, IN 46624-0933
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NEXT ISSUE: JANUARY 13, 2016

The club awards are given annually at the December meeting. Come see who tied, who fished, 
who got it done and who had a funny adventure. Awards will be presented for: 

•Oakie Drifter 
•Fly Fisher of the Year 
•Fly Tier of the Year 
•Harry Hustle  

We will also be treated to presentations on several memorable trips taken by several club members 
this past year. Come join the celebration and laughs. 

CLUB AWARDS AT DECEMBER MEETING!


