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Sunday Morning Services at 10:30 AM 
 

February 5 
“Hiding in Plain Sight”   Rev. Jeff Liebmann 
 

Campaign rhetoric and early acts of the new Presidential 
administration have left many of us in a state of bewilderment and 

fear.  We face an unprecedented period in American history, being 
led by a man who seems to hold no regard for any Unitarian 
Universalist principles.  Many have warned of impending Fascism.  

What exactly does that mean and how should we, as Unitarian 
Universalists feel and react? 

 
February 12 
“Love, In Fact”     Worship Ministry Team 

 
With Valentine’s Day approaching, members of the Fellowship will 

recount real stories of true love. 
 
February 19 

“Abundant Scarcity or Scarce Abundance?” 
       Rev. Jeff Liebmann 

 
What is the cause of famine, poverty, and homelessness?  Do we 
live in a postmodern world that simply lacks the means or the will to 

distribute abundant resources equally?  Or do we live in a still-
modernizing economy that faces scarcity at every turn?  This is the 

second of four services addressing UUFoM Strategic Planning social 
justice directions 
 

February 26 
“Anointing the Spirit”    Rev. Jeff Liebmann 

 
We all can use ways to re-energize and to escape everyday 

distractions.  A spiritual practice can help, but some people require 
active engagement with others.  Today, we explore the tale of a 
third Mary in the life of Jesus – Mary of Bethany – and the events 

that occurred on the eve of his fateful entry into Jerusalem. 

Pastoral Care 

Contact 
Mary Johnson 

 (989) 859-1490 
 
 

‘When all the 

resources exist to 
promote social 

equality, nothing is 
more criminal to 
ethnic minorities, 

women and 
homosexuals than 

subjugation.” 
 
- Murray Bookchin 

(1971) 
 
 

Look for us on 
Facebook! 

 

 
 
Office Hours:  
To leave a message for 
the Fellowship or staff, 
please email 

uufom@uufom.org 
 
 
Rev. Jeff’s Hours:  
Mon. & Sat. by 
appointment only. 

Tues. & Thurs. 

12:00-5:00 p.m. 
Weds. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 
Sun. 8:30 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. 

 

 
To make an appoint- 
ment, please email Rev. 
Jeff directly at  
uurevjeff@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/UUFoM
mailto:uufom@uufom.org
mailto:uurevjeff@gmail.com


 

 
Pastoral Care Contact for October: Mary Johnson (989) 859-1490 

 
Pastoral Care Ministry Team 

New to our Fellowship?  Just discovered that you might need more help with an issue than you 
had counted on?  Our Pastoral Care Ministry Team is here for you.  We can provide a meal, a 
ride, some respite or a supportive ear and a cup of coffee.  Don't be shy – we are a covenant 

family! 
 

 
 

 

The Board met on Thursday, January 19 at my home.  Charlie Enright, Jill Haver-Crissman, John 
Kinkema and Speed Malecki were in attendance and we met quorum.  Rev. Jeff was occupied 

with last minute details regarding the march in Washington and was unable to attend, so there 
was no Ministerial Report. 
 

Topics discussed at the meeting were the mediation between Rev. Jeff and Jon Cleland-Host 
stemming from a conflict which took place in 2016. The outcome of mediation will be reported at 

the next Board meeting. Also discussed was the Disruptive Behavior Policy. An ad hoc committee 
was formed to consider current policy and make recommendations. The committee we will likely 
have a report in April. 

 
Tom Bailey presented the Finance Committee report; there is a $9,684 surplus from the 2016 

budget. This surplus is not due to greater income to the Fellowship, but rather decreased 
spending. The Board voted on Tom's recommendation to allocate 1/3 to the Opportunity Reserve 
Fund, which is used at Rev. Jeff's discretion, and 2/3 to the Major Maintenance Reserve Fund 

which will be used for maintenance, etc. The recommendation passed 3-1 with one member 
dissenting. 

 
The final item discussed was better communication with membership. We will be reporting Board 
news every month to raise awareness of issues and to keep membership better informed. 

 
Tim Wagner has been hard at work getting bids for a new parking lot and will present 

information at a meeting this week. The Endowment Committee has been setting aside $5,000 
per year for the last four years, and several individuals have contributed additional funds to start 
moving forward with this project. We are hoping to complete parking lot renovations this year 

and will discuss the feasibility at the next board meeting. 
 

Lastly, there are opportunities to serve on the Board:  President-Elect and Treasurer positions 
are now open. A seat on the UUFOM Board allows a person to serve the Fellowship on a deeper 
level. It is an opportunity to work with a dedicated group of people and to forge the future of the 

Fellowship. I hope that someone will give consideration to these important roles. If you have 
questions, contact any member of the Nominating Committee – Cathy French, Andy Salogar, 

and Jon Cleland-Host. 
 

I hope everyone has a great month. See you in church! 

Pastoral Care 

From the Board President 



 

 
Antonio Ciolino came into my office a couple of months ago, with a 
letter from an inmate at the Central Michigan Correctional Facility in 
St. Louis.  I receive a few requests each year from prisoners across 

the country.  I can do little for most.  But, this letter was different. 
 

The author explained that a regular group of men meet every week 
who are practicing Buddhists.  They were seeking a clergy person willing to help them with their 
studies.  While not a practicing Buddhist myself, I consider myself fairly well read on the various 

Asian religions.  And the letter was so well written that I felt called to respond. 
 

Paperwork ensued, including a background check on myself.  I attended an orientation led by 
the prison chaplain including a tour of the facility.  I was finally fully vetted to meet the group. 
 

The rules for prison volunteers are extensive.  I can carry in no cell phones, nothing on a long 
list of contraband, and I can give nothing to the prisoners.  I cannot communicate for them to 

anyone or work with them one-on-one.  Everything I take in with me must be checked and 
registered on a manifest.   
 

At this point, I pass through the first door.  A guard pats me down (since my pacemaker will not 
allow me to pass through the metal detection).  Shoes and socks must be removed for 

inspection.  Another guard gives me a personal protection device (PPD - an alarm system) and I 
proceed through the second door. 
 

Passing through the third and fourth doors is simply a matter of showing my day pass and 
manifest.  Then, you emerge on the compound.  Hundreds of prisoners walk along the concrete 

paths or the track.  A few hundred feet and through a tall metal fence topped with barbed wire, 
leaving the west campus, and entering the east campus. 
 

Here, I must walk another few hundred feet to exchange my PPD for the system used on this 
campus.  Then back to the classroom building where a guard unlocks the classroom and the 

locker containing the group’s study and worship materials. 
 

The prisoners are excited to meet me, and each shakes my hand several 
times.  After a few quick questions, they quickly set up their altar and each 
man takes turns bowing and preparing to engage in dharma study. 

 
They immediately reveal a quite extensive knowledge of Buddhism.  Most 

follow Theravadan or Zen practices, but they show a willingness to learn 
much more.  The hour passes quickly and they walk me back through the 
gates to the control center, with more shaking of hands and expressions of 

gratitude.  I left the facility feeling humbled and exhilarated.  I have my 
reading assignment for the next session – they are studying from Chogyam 

Trungpa’s book Cutting Through Spiritual Materialism.  I am anxious to return 
this Thursday to continue our studies. 
 

           - Rev Jeff

https://www.amazon.com/Cutting-Spiritual-Materialism-Shambhala-Classics/dp/1570629579


 

 
Women’s Group 
Thursday, February 2, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 

We will meet for conversation, connections, and camaraderie. The  
topics can range from the philosophical to everyday life and the  

group is open to anyone who identifies as female. Location will be  
at the Grand Traverse Pie Company on Saginaw Road in Midland.  
Please see the Facebook event or contact Amber Kramer for more  

information. 
 

Men’s Group 
Tuesday February 7, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

 
Join us for fellowship, conversation and fun (along with a slice of 

pie) at the UUFoM Men’s Group Meetings. We meet the first 
Tuesday of each month. Meetings are held at the Grand Traverse 
Pie Company on Saginaw Road in Midland. 

 

Three Jewels UU Sangha 
Every Monday – 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Three Jewels Sangha meets at 6:00 PM for 
meditation and discussion. Three Jewels Sangha is 

an open group that welcomes all within reach of 
the Tri-City area who are interested in gathering in community 
with others practicing Buddhism or Buddhist meditation, or those 

just exploring different meditation practices. For more information, 
check the Sangha out on Facebook: Three Jewels Sangha of 

Midland (UUFoM) 
https://www.facebook.com/ThreeJewelsSanghaOfMidlanduufom 

 

Ancient Shores Covenant of UU Pagans 
Sunday, February 19, 12:15-2:00 PM 
 

Ancient Shores is the UUFOM chapter of CUUPS. 
The group explores pagan religions, historical 
points of interest - both recent and ancient, and 

engages in community rituals to celebrate the 
natural cycle of the world that surrounds us. We 

meet on the Third Sundays of each month after the service. 
https://www.facebook.com/ancientshorescuups/ 

Ministry Teams 
Facilities 
   Kitchen 
      Gisela Bailey 
   Aesthetics 
      Michaele Malecki 
Member Services 
   Member Engagement 
      Sara Clavez 
   Welcoming & Outreach 
      open 
   Pastoral Care - Gisela Bailey,  
      Mary Johnson, Co-Chairs 
   Media 
      open 
Lifespan Learning 
   Adult Enrichment 
      open 
   Children’s Religious Education 
      Kurt Sonoras 
   Youth & Young Adults 
      Zollie Davis-Huntley 
Living Our Values 
   Homelessness – Judith Hill 
   Climate Change – Jim Crissman 
   LGBT - open 
   Racial Justice - open 
Worship 
   Worship 
      Judith Hill 
   Music 
      Kevin King 
   Choir 
      Andrew Schulz 
   Audio Visual 
      R.G. Converse 
 
Governance Committees 
Building and Grounds 
      Tim Wagner 
Endowment 
      Tom Bailey, Jim Falender,  
 Co-Chairs 
Financial Affairs 
   Stewardship 
      Jen Ciolino 
   Finance 
      Speed Malecki 
Nominating 
Jon Cleland-Host, Kathy French, 
Karen Treadway 
 
Committee on Ministry 
Maxine Guettler, Donna King, 
Michaele Malecki, Marsha 
McDonald, Dan Sealey 

Small Group Ministries 

https://www.facebook.com/ThreeJewelsSanghaOfMidlanduufom
https://www.facebook.com/ancientshorescuups/


Sacred Grove Article 

  
Delta college has a lot of undeveloped acreage that is woods, cultivated farm fields and nature 

walks/cross country tracks. It is an ideal place to take my 70-pound dog named Kishka, for 
walks. He fits the description of an American Foxhound but I adopted him from the local pound. 

We went for a walk in this area in late November. The woods is full of deer and it is easy to 
scare some up if you leave the nature trail. There is a covered bridge that spans the 12 food 
deep drainage ditch dividing the property but was recently closed due to excessive erosion of the 

footings so I was confined to exploring the woods on the near side of the ditch.  Kishka had a 
ball rustling through the leaves and smelling the wild animals while we crossed the land and 

ended up in an opening provided for the local TV transmission tower.  Taking just a few steps in 
that grassy area, I was startled by a strange movement of a large brown mass moving at the 

edge of the clearing. Gathering my wits, I realized it was a crippled male deer. Instead, it was 
on its side and reflexively kicking its hind legs so much that it had dug a six inch hole around 
them. I began to wonder how many other deer go through similar pain and suffering either from 

car collisions or hunting.  Delta College has a strict, no-hunting law, but of course is there is 
hunting not far away, and plenty of high speed roads nearby as well.  Continued next month… 

 
Dan Sealey 
 

 
 

 

What’s Happening in Religious Education 
 

The purpose of learning is growth, and our minds, unlike our bodies, can continue growing as we 
continue to live.  - Mortimer Adler 

 

February is dedicated to the Fourth Principle to affirm the free and 
responsible search for truth and meaning, or in the children’s version: to 

grow by seeking truth and meaning.  Learn! 
 
In honor of the Fourth Principle, let’s take a moment to learn from 

another.  Learn by sharing.  Learn by teaching.  Learn by sharing a story 
with a child, or by a child sharing a story with you.  Talk to someone 

older than you.  Attend a small group or a class.  Start a reflection group.  
Learn by doing something you are not comfortable with. Learn by sharing 

something you are glorious at.  Whatever you do: STRETCH!    

 

Spirit Play 
Children Ages 4 through 13 
 

Spirit Play is a program that teaches religious education to children using interactive stories.  It 
is modelled on a Montessori structure with children sitting in the circle of their community for 

stories and for a feast, accompanied by activities chosen by the children – their “work.”  
Storytellers and Doorkeepers are trained to assist the children in their exploration. 
 

February 5 Subject: Prayer/Meditation Beads – Both of our Spirit Play classes will be 
learning about how beads are used in different religions for prayer and meditation.  Students in 

each class will have an opportunity to make their own set of beads: representing the seven 
principles, or the six sources, or their own stories or that of the universe.  Shared Activity: 

personal beads. 

Lifelong Learning 



February 12 Subject: Self-Discovery, Identity, Personal growth - Glow Worms and Fire 
Flies will be learning about how to be themselves and how what others tell you that you are is 

less important than knowing yourself.  Story:  Red: A Crayon’s Story 
 

February 19 Subject: Value of Participating in Democracy – Glow Worms and Fire Flies will 
begin the Fifth Principle lessons and revisit the lessons learned about voting and participating in 
democracy in The Frogs Choose a Ruler. (Chapel) 

 
February 26: Subject: Self-discipline and Addressing Anger – Glow Worms and Fire Flies 

will explore ways to deal with being angry in healthy ways.  Stories: Anh’s Anger & Peace, Bugs, 
and Understanding 
 

Religious Education Ministry Team Requests and Updates 

 
Volunteers! In Children’s Religious Education, we are creating a volunteer schedule that spans 

2-3 months at a time.  We need: Nursery Attendants, Kid Greeters (between 10:15 to 10:30 
a.m. on chapel Sundays), Youth and Middle School teachers/sponsors, and Spirit Play trained 

Storytellers and Doorkeepers.  If you are not trained in Spirit Play but would like to tell stories to 
children, we are making training more accessible through mentoring, self-training powerpoints, 
and tours to help volunteers and parents balance time volunteering and participating in our 

church community.  If you are interested in helping us create a program for the children and 
youth, please contact Interim DRE, Heather Cleland-Host at dre@uufom.org.   

 
Feast Materials We also need donations of juice and snacks! 
 

Upcoming Youth and Young Adult opportunities are soon to be announced; and a 7-9 Grade 
OWL program is in development.  Watch the Midweek Updates! 

 

“Pizza and the Principles” is Back 
Valuing Each Other 

 

What:  Food, fellowship and fun!  
When:  Friday, February 17, 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Where:  UU Fellowship of Midland 
  6220 Jefferson Ave, Midland  
Invited:  Friends and Families – all ages welcome!  

 
Details: The UU Fellowship of Midland is inviting the members, 

families, and friends of UUFOM, the Midland United Church of 
Christ, and the Islamic Center of Midland for an evening with 
food and activities for all ages.  We will have pizza, salad, and 

more (please email Heather Cleland-Host dre@uufom.org if you have special food needs).  We 
will have vegetarian and halal/kosher options.  No alcohol, pork, or gelatin will be served at all.  

We will have activities as you arrive to help meet each other, during the meal (small groups to 
eat together), and following the meal. This is just an opportunity to renew relationships and 
make new friends.  The program is for all ages – kid and adult friendly!  Come join us! 

 
What to bring: Yourselves! If you feel inspired, you can bring a sweet dessert to share, but this 

is intended as a free event.   
 
Please RSVP by Sunday February 12, so we can know how much food to prepare:  

Heather Cleland-Host, Interim DRE, UU Fellowship of Midland (989) 423-5932, dre@uufom.org 

mailto:dre@uufom.org
mailto:dre@uufom.org
mailto:dre@uufom.org


Adult Enrichment Team 
 
The Adult Enrichment Team (AET) presents a broad range of educational programs. These 

programs provide participants opportunities to explore and experience ideas, philosophies, and 
activities; and to expand their religious knowledge as well as their awareness of current issues; 
thus motivating, enriching, and challenging them in their journey of lifelong learning. It is our 

mission to provide structured adult programming that promotes spiritual, religious, and 
intellectual enrichment within the context of Unitarian Universalism. It is our vision that the 

spiritual, religious, and intellectual lives of members and friends of UUFoM will be continuously 
enriched, and the sense of UUFoM as a “beloved community” will be continuously enhanced, as a 
result of lifelong learning opportunities of high quality provided by the AET in a safe and 

supportive environment.  
 

Talks About Unitarian Universalist History 
Sunday, February 5 and Sunday, February 19 

12:00 to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Where do we come from? Come for an hour with Rev. Jeff and learn about the history of 
Unitarian Universalism from ancient times through medieval Europe and early America to today. 

 

 



 
 

 
Library 
We have a wonderful library downstairs in the Religious 

Education wing where you will find hundreds of books on all 
manners of topics.  We have special collections on 

Buddhism, Paganism, Addiction Recovery, Unitarian 
Universalism, and the considerable collection from the local 
Occupy the Tri movement.  Feel free to browse and borrow 

books. 
 

Newsletter 
Do you want to get something in an upcoming Fellowship 
newsletter? Please email submissions to uufom@uufom.org  

by the third Sunday of the prior month or the 20th, 
whichever is later. This allows us to get all the material 

together and get the newsletter out sooner.  Also, please 
submit text without formatting, which makes the task of 
editing much easier. 

 
Membership 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 
Fellowship…fantastic!  Talk to Rev. Jeff and he can walk you 
through the details. 

 
Food Collection 

On the first and third Sundays of the month, we collect food 
to contribute to the SAMS food bank. There will be a table 
set up in the foyer with baskets to place food.  

 
Recommended Donations for the Food Pantry 

Tuna     Canned chicken  
Women’s hygiene items (tampons, sanitary pads) 
Dish Soap    Canned Beans 

Laundry Soap   Shampoo 
Split peas/Lentils (include some recipes?) 

Soup base (watch the sodium) Deodorant  
Evaporated milk (no condensed)Liquid body soap 

Fortified cereals   Ziplock bags 
Oatmeal    Gallon of vinegar 
Canned soups   Depends undergarments 

Peanut butter   Brown rice 
New underwear (both genders, all sizes) 

White Northern Beans  Pastas-gluten free 
Canned tomatoes   Pasta sauce 
Crackers (grainy if possible) Jiffy Corn muffin mix 

 

Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Midland 
6220 Jefferson Avenue 
Midland MI 48640-2934 
 
Board of Directors 
President 
   Speed Malecki 
   (989) 835-1915 
President-Elect 
   TBD 
    
Treasurer 
   TBD 
    
Secretary 
   John Kinkema 
   (989) 415-9451 
Member-at-Large 
   Charlie Enright 
   (989) 600-9696 
Member-at-Large 
   Jill Haver-Crissman 
   (989) 297-8594 
 
Staff 
Minister 
   Rev. Jeff Liebmann 
   uurevjeff@gmail.com 
   (412) 760-6588 
Choir Director 
   Andrew Schulz 
   saschulz@hotmail.com 
Interim Director, 
   Religious Education 
   Heather Cleland-Host 
   hch.solstice@yahoo.com 
Accompanist 
    
 
 
 
 
The Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Midland 
welcomes, affirms, 
promotes, and celebrates 
the full participation of all 
persons in all of its 
activities without regard 
to age, gender, sexual 
orientation, race, or any 
other such category of 
exclusion. 

Other Announcements 

mailto:uufom@uufom.org
mailto:uurevjeff@gmail.com
mailto:saschulz@hotmail.com
mailto:hch.solstice@yahoo.com

