
 
“Colonial Place - Riverview Front Porch Art Walk”   
RESCHEDULED  to  Saturday, November 6, 2016! 

 

 The Annual Colonial Place-Riverview Front Porch Art Walk returns for 

its 18th year, rescheduled (due to Matthew) to this Saturday from noon 

to 5 p.m., rain or shine. This yearly event is an opportunity for neighbor-

hood artists to share and sell their creative works at homes throughout 

the two historical neighborhoods. You can pick up your maps of the 

neighborhoods, highlighting the artists and their locations starting at 

noon at the following Riverview hospitality sites: Lydia Roper Home (127 

East 40th Street), 111 Art Gallery (111 Pennsylvania Ave.), and The Village 

Mermaid (3900 Granby St).  
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Mark Your Calendars 
 

Civic League Meeting:  

Monday,  
November 14, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Eggleston’s   
(110 La Valette Ave) 

 

All CPRV Civic League meetings  
are now on YouTube!   

 

Visit YouTube.com and search 
CPRVCL or Colonial Place  

Riverview Civic League 

Guest Speaker: 
Joyce McKeever 

City of Norfolk’s Board of 
Review, Real Estate 

Assessments 

Topic: Tax Assessments  

The CPRV Civic League has decided to again run a Holiday Toy Drive 

to benefit the families helped by ForKids, the largest homeless 

shelter provider in Virginia.  Help us help ForKids by bringing un-

wrapped toys to our December 12th Civic League meeting!   

ForKids’ headquarters, as well as  a service and education center, 

is located at the corner of 42nd Street and Colley Avenue.  ForKids 

has an emergency shelter (Haven House) in Ocean View, service 

and education centers in Chesapeake and Suffolk, operates the 

Good Mojo thrift store on Granby Street and operates crisis hot-

lines in every Hampton Roads city.   Look for more details in the 

coming weeks! 

Make Note This Month!  November Colonial Place/
Riverview  

Curbside Recycling Schedule 
 

Thursday, November 10 
Saturday, November 26 (Due to Thanksgiving 

Holiday) 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+holiday+toys&view=detailv2&&id=F72E2881AA344819A9685582EF752ABCDE76D660&selectedIndex=4&ccid=AjeHorPJ&simid=608054434156185024&thid=OIP.M023787a2b3c9fe9ffe807665be0a0d33o0
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Street Sweeping Schedule 
 

Colonial Place  
Tuesday, November 8 (Even Addresses) 

Wednesday, November 9 (Odd Addresses) 
 

Riverview 
Wednesday, November 16 

 

Colonial Place/Riverview  
Curbside Recycling Schedule 

 
Thursday, November 10 

Saturday, November 26 (Due to Thanksgiving 
Holiday) 

Colonial Place/Riverview 
Community Newsletter  

 

The official publication of the  
Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League  

Norfolk, Virginia  
 

Published 12 times per year.  
 

Circulation: Colonial Place/Riverview - 
Approximately 1600 residences.  

 

Publisher:  CPRV Civic League 
 

Media Chair: David Spriggs  
 

Editor: Patricia Auerbach 

 

WETLAND ART SHOW 

Opening Night: 
Plein air art from along the Lafayette celebrating 

wetlands and wetland restoration 

Saturday, November 12 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Starving Artist Café 
Information: jdstewart1@cox.net 
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Knitting Mill Creek Buffer: An Update 

By John Stewart  

Lafayette Wetlands Partnership 

 

 

Grasses, flowering plants, and a limited number of shrubs were added to the plantings in the demonstration 
buffer and walkway along Knitting Mill Creek.  The majority of the work was done on the New York Avenue 
end of the buffer; its purpose was to increase the density of plantings in the area most affected by flooding 
from storm water and high tides.  An emphasis was placed upon one grass in particular, Distichlis spicata 
(saltgrass), since it has shown the most resilience to salt water inundation. 

The volunteer planting team included neighborhood residents, Master Gardeners, crew members from CVN-
77 (USS George H. W. Bush), members of the ODU Biology Graduate Student Organization, City staff, repre-
sentatives of the Elizabeth River Project, and members of the Lafayette Wetlands Partnership.   

A plan to “soften” the feel of the clam shell pathway using stone dust was deferred, because the planting 
team could not locate any stone dust in time for the planting.  While the clam shell surface has received 
strong marks for appearance and suitability as a walking path, several pet owners have suggested that it may 
not be comfortable for dogs.  The team intends to pursue a solution over the winter. 

The buffer is designed as a “managed meadow”.  It will have different colors and textures during different 
seasons, and it will not be cared for like a lawn.  Low maintenance is one of the values of the undertaking.  
That said, so is appearance, so developing a plant density that impedes the growth of weeds is also an im-
portant outcome.  Achieving this result will take some experimenting and several growing seasons.  The 
planting team is researching appropriate methods for controlling weeds and Bermuda grass on the site.  In-
creasing plant density is one way to favor the “wanted” from the “unwanted”.   

More plantings will occur in the spring of 2017.  The planting team welcomes the involvement and advice of 
everyone in the neighborhood.  If you can help, contact John Stewart – jdstewart1@cox.net. 

 

 

 

 
Make Leaf Mold                 

By Audrey Webb           
 

Leaves will be falling fast over the coming weeks.  To gardeners, they have great value - but 
not until they've decayed. Leaf mold is useful for conditioning soils and composts, recycling nutrients and 
helping to keep root systems healthy.  

You need to convert bulky, dry leaves into a beautiful, friable mulch material., and  can do this on a small 
scale by using a plastic compost bin or a few large, tough plastic bags. Rake up leaves while they're still damp 
and transfer them into the bin or bags. Pack them firmly. If they're dry add water as you work. Rigid compost 
bins can be left open. Bags can be tied and stacked together. 

Leave both for a few months but, from time to time, check that the leaves are rotting down. If they're too dry 
add water.   On a larger scale, you can make leaf mold by piling wet leaves into a compost bay or a sheltered 
corner. Turn the heap every month or so.  Use the leaf mold in your garden and watch it flourish!   



November 2016  cprv.net 

Page 4 

Your Neighbor Convenient Store 

Quality Shell Gasoline 

The home of freshly made  

Chicken Teriyaki, Lumpia, Pancit, Bread & 

more. 
Check us out! 

Large order welcomed for special occasion 
4002 Granby St 

Call 757-625-3900 



November 2016  cprv.net 

Page 5 

Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League 
General Meeting Minutes 

October 10, 2016:  Eggleston Center  
 

The meeting was called to order by President Tobie Serafim at 6:35pm. 
 

 The President addressed the absence of the mermaid “Lady Anne” in the circle at  Colonial Avenue and  
Delaware Avenue, unveiled in September.  While the base has been installed, the recent inclement  weather  
coupled with unexpected health issues of the volunteer responsible for permanently  placing the mermaid 
have caused the installation to be delayed.  Placement of the mermaid is expected within the next few weeks 
as conditions improve.  
 
The President introduced Norfolk Police Officer Josh White.  The majority of police reports  concerning Colo-
nial Place/Riverview continue to be larcenies from autos, with more than 50% of  those incidents involving 
residents failing to lock their cars.  There has been one arrest for larceny, and one report of a domestic dis-
turbance. Officer White reiterated the need for residents to be vigilant and active in reporting unusual activi-
ty and suspicious persons  to the Norfolk Police non-emergency number.  (Minutes Continued  on Page 7) 

 

The 2016 Presidential Election is November 8th! The CPRV Civic League 

is urging all to get out and vote!  Let your voice be heard!   You will 

need a  valid photo ID to vote.   Polls are open from 6:00 am –7:00 pm.  

Visit the following webpages for more information and to locate your 

polling place: 

http://www.norfolk.gov/elections 

http://elections.virginia.gov 

Are You a 60 + Senior?  Free Rides Available to the Polls! 

 

This Election Day, local taxi companies are again making sure no registered senior voter, age 60 +, misses 

out on their opportunity to vote.  Hampton Roads Transportation, Inc., which dispatches several taxi 

companies throughout the region, is again partnering with Senior Services of Southeastern Virginia and 

the Peninsula Agency on Aging, to make this community service possible.   

 

Drivers will pick up seniors, drive them to their polling places, wait for them to vote, and then drop them 

back at their homes.  To ensure a ride, seniors must register through Senior Services by Monday,  

November 7th, by calling (757) 963-9218 or (757) 222-4513.    
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Colonial Place/Riverview October 10th Meeting (Continued from Page 3)    
 
Officer White addressed the “No Fishing” signs along Mayflower Road, noting that as long as the signs and the ordi-
nance prohibiting such activity are in force,  Norfolk Police have no choice but to enforce the law.  He also said that typ-
ically, a warning is  given to violators initially. 
 
The President introduced John Stevenson, Traffic Division, Public  Works, City of Norfolk, who addressed issues and 
questions on a variety of topics  concerning traffic flow, signage, traffic control, etc., as related to our neighborhoods.    
(The discussion may be viewed in its entirety on the Colonial Place/Riverview Civic League YouTube channel at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCvKb5vRkWBmOsgsv546KH9w). A summary of Mr. Stevenson’s comments  are below:  
 
 Traffic control changes on a street (one-way, signage, etc.) are accomplished by a petition process by residents of 

that street.  Written agreement to any proposed changes must be  provided by at least 75% of the residents of the 
street. After the petition is received by the City,  a study is done to determine local impacts, feasibility, etc. and the 
proposal is circulated to relevant City departments such as Fire & Rescue, Police and Public Works, to  allow them 
to comment on any adverse impacts of the proposed change.  After this process is  complete, a final determination 
is made by the Traffic Engineering Division of Public Works.  Most changes have to go before City Council for ap-
proval, as they are made part of the City Code to allow enforcement by various authorities.  Petition forms and 
more information may be obtained by contacting Traffic Engineering in the Department of Public Works. 

 In response to residents’ requests, a study was done of Virginia Avenue in 2013 to determine  whether or 
      not the appropriate engineering criteria would be met to make changes, such as  “speed humps,” to   
      effect some measure of control as an attempt to slow traffic in that area.   Measurements and data were  
      gathered over a period of time and it was shown that there were not sufficient numbers of vehicles  
     (measured as less than 500) and they did not travel at a fast enough average speed (the measured average 
      was 29 mph) to warrant additional control measures. 
 Generally speaking, changing conditions on one street may have a small positive impact on that street but will 

simply “push the problem” over to adjacent streets, so that net overall  improvement for the neighborhood is zero. 
 Despite perceptions by residents, repeated studies in Colonial Place have shown that the  majority of problems – 

speeding, failure to stop or yield, etc. - are caused by residents themselves and not by “cut-through” traffic. 
 Similarly, repeated studies have shown that the majority of traffic, particularly on Virginia  Avenue and  Carolina 

Avenue, is composed of residents entering and leaving their own neighborhood and not by “cut-through” traffic 
moving from Granby Street to Colley Avenue or  Hampton Boulevard. 

 Mr. Stevenson agreed that a 4-way stop at the intersection of Mayflower Road & Virginia  Avenue might help dis-
courage speeding, and he suggested that such a change be requested  by interested residents. 

 A bike lane is planned for the Granby Street Bridge and will be marked out in the next few  months. 
 
Officer and Committee Reports 
Treasurer presented his report.  The current balance is $16,349.83. 
 
Old Business:  None.   
 
New Business:  Given the recent amount of flooding of basements where none has been experienced previously, Bill 
Nusbaum  suggested the Civic League request the City’s Resiliency Officer be invited to  a future meeting to discuss the 
City’s plans to address rising water and future flooding issues within our neighborhoods.   Sump pumps and their utility 
in our area was discussed and consensus was that everyone should have one.  A member questioned if the concrete 
bulkheads installed by the City along Mayflower Road some years back could actually be holding water within the 
neighborhood and exacerbating  flooding of basements. 
 
A member reported that she had utilized the City’s program whereby the Norfolk Police make a courtesy inspection of 
resident’s property and provide suggestions as to improving safety.   
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.   
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JOIN THE CPRV CIVIC LEAGUE: Make your voice count on neighborhood issues! 

Name #1__________________________________  Name #2___________________________________ 

Address___________________________________  Phone_____________________________________ 

E-mail #1__________________________________  E-mail #2___________________________________ 

Dues are $10 per person or 

$5 for persons over 65 years 

of age. Membership expires 

December 31st each year. 

Clip this coupon and mail to:  

Colonial Place-Riverview 

Civic League, P.O. Box 6130, 

Norfolk, VA 23508 or bring it 

to the next meeting. 

CIVIC LEAGUE OFFICERS 

President Tobie Serafim                   635-1853 President@cprv.net 

Vice-President Randy Cook                       642-0348 VicePresident@cprv.net 

Secretary John W. Robertson          449-8814 Secretary@cprv.net 

Treasurer Dave Wolfe                       373-6731 Treasurer@cprv.net 

Neighborhood Representative Jeremy Jones (Riverview)      - NeighborhoodRep@cprv.net 

  * Denotes Board Member 

Welcome* Linda Daniel                              Welcome@cprv.net 

Community Improvement* &             

Beautification 
John W. Robertson         449-8814 Community@cprv.net 

     Community Garden Anna Thurmond      Garden@cprv.net 

Crime Prevention * Dave Wolfe                       373-6731 Crime_Prevention@cprv.net 

Environmental* Audrey Webb                   623-1197 Environmental@cprv.net 

Membership & Publicity* Pete Stoll                           627-1728 Membership@cprv.net 

Media* & Media Advertising Dave Spriggs                     627-1441 Media@cprv.net 

     Newsletter Distribution Mary Hormel                    627-2392 Newsletter@cprv.net 

     Newsletter Production Patricia Auerbach           Editor@cprv.net 

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY:  441-5610 

Officer Josh White: 823.4425 or email: josh.white@norfolk.gov 

Norfolk Cares 664-6510 (neighborhood issues)    
or healthyneighborhoods@norfolk.gov  

Norfolk City Council Members serving Colonial Place & Riverview: 

Terry Whibley ( theresa.whibley@norfolk.gov ) & Andria McClellan ( andria.mcclellan@norfolk.gov )  

CIVIC LEAGUE COMMITTEES 

#1 #2  Welcome  

#1 #2  Community Improvement  

#1 #2  Community Garden 

#1 #2  Crime Prevention  

#1 #2  Environmental   

#1 #2  Membership  

#1 #2  Publicity 

#1 #2  Technology  

#1 #2  Advertising  

#1 #2  Newsletter Distribution  

#1 #2  Newsletter Production  

#1 #2  Art Walk  

#1 #2  Social Activities 

#1 #2  Other_______________ 

Would you like to 

volunteer to help 

the CPRV Civic 

League?  

 

Please circle the 

areas of interest for 

each member:  

mailto:theresa.whibley@norfolk.gov
mailto:barclay.winn@norfolk.gov

